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14th October, 2021 
 

DIARY 
Term 4 

Octo ber  

Student Return to School Dates (Staggered) 

Mon 18th Prep return to school onsite (Mon, Tue & Wed) 

Thu 21st Years 1 & 2  onsite (Thu & Fri) 

Mon 25th Prep onsite (Mon, Tue & Wed) 

Tue 26th Years 3 & 4  onsite (Tue & Wed) 

Thu 28th  Years 1,2,5 & 6  onsite (Thu & Fri) 

Fri 29th Years 1,2,5 & 6  onsite   

Novem ber  

Mon 1st  Curriculum Day (Preps at school) 

Tue 2nd  Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wed 3rd Prep & Years 3 & 4 onsite 

Thu 4th Years 1,2,5 & 6 onsite 

Fri 5th ALL STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL ONSITE 
 

Curriculum Day Reminder 
Please note that our Cirruculum Day  

will be held on 
Monday 1 November 

Camp Australia  
 
Before and After School Care is 
available in the Old School House. 
To register your child please phone 
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343. 
Registration is available online at 
www.campaustralia.com.au 

 
 

Uniform S hop  
 
 

NOTE: Due to Covid-19 restrictions, please place 
your orders online. 
 

https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primary-
school-online/  
 

Processed orders can be collected from the office 
when restrictions permit. Please remember to scan 
the QR code and wear a mask. 
 

Claire McAvoy 
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Principalõs Report  
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

In Australia, October marks multiple dates of significance, including Mental Health Week, World Mental Health 

Day and National Mental Health Month.  

As part of National Mental Health Month, all schools are encouraged to get involved with the theme óMental 

Health: Post Pandemic Recovery Challenges and Resilience'. 

This theme is a timely reminder during Term 4, which will be another busy term focusing on supporting school 

communities and students to transition between remote and face to face learning. Wellbeing will continue to be 

a priority.  

I can clearly see from both the conversations and the questions that I have had with various groups recently that 

parents are eager for information to support the transition back to school, and so I am pleased to recommend a 

follow-up session to last weekôs The Kids Are Not Alright (But They Will Be) session, particularly focused on 

helping children as they navigate this change. 

 

MEPS Newsletter 

REMINDERS FOR ALL STUDENTS RETURNNG TO SCHOOL 
 

It is so exciting to know  
that our students will be gradually returning to school 

 
Please remember to bring your hat and sunscreen 

 
 

 

http://www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au/
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Join Dr. Joe Tucci of the Australian Childhood Foundation 

on Monday, 25th October, for an in-conversation webinar 

as he explores how parents can support young people as 

they return to school. Please feel free to share with others 

ï all are welcome. 

Full details are in the flyer found on the last page in the 

Newsletter. To register, visit https://backtoschool-

joetucci.eventbrite.com.au 

 

Return to School 

With the staggered return next week to onsite learning for Preps (Monday to Wednesday) and Years 1 and 2 
(Thursday and Friday) comes excitement and, perhaps, some nervousness. As I have mentioned previously, we 
have been working behind the scenes to prepare for the health and safety of students, staff and families. Here 
are some of our Preps gearing up for next week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A critical aspect of the return to on-site learning will be a strict enforcement of physical distancing 
requirements for adults at the start and finish of the school day. We have been advised that compliance 
with restrictions will be monitored by authorised officers checking on schools during this period. 

Please note the following health and safety measures for next week (Week 3): 

ǒ No visitors - Parents/visitors are not allowed onsite. 

ǒ Parents will not be able to congregate outside the gates at drop off or pick up times. 

ǒ Entry should be divided through both front gates being mindful of crowds - in front of reception and 
in front of Old School House. 

ǒ Please follow ókiss and goô procedures in the morning. School commences for Prep and Years 1/2 at 
normal time, 8:45am. 

ǒ Where possible, remain in your car for pick up in the afternoon.  

ǒ Students who are picked up at the front gate will be supervised in front of reception and will come out the 
gate when they see your car. 

ǒ Masks are recommended by the Department of Health and Training for students in Prep to Year 2.  

ǒ Outdoor learning will occur where appropriate. Masks for children will not be necessary when outdoors. 
Please ensure that your child has their own personal sunscreen and a wide brimmed hat as per our 
SunSmart Policy. These are essential for working and playing outside. 

ǒ Increased ventilation measures, including open windows and doors, will be adopted. Please make 
sure that your child has adequate clothing as the weather is variable at the moment (layers are best) 
and that all items are named.  

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacktoschool-joetucci.eventbrite.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ckim.wheeler%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca76ae545cb1b46efb65d08d98e0f08f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637697017949762554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5H5vz0pUwZ1fOPWNHSUzM9WF0Sk%2FGr0PtyWRRbWC%2B7o%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacktoschool-joetucci.eventbrite.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ckim.wheeler%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca76ae545cb1b46efb65d08d98e0f08f6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637697017949762554%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5H5vz0pUwZ1fOPWNHSUzM9WF0Sk%2FGr0PtyWRRbWC%2B7o%3D&reserved=0


I understand that things may be confusing over the next few weeks and am incredibly empathetic to families 
who may have children at school at different times. I ask for your patience and consideration as we work 
through the óins and outsô of the complicated staggered onsite schedule. Our goal is to transition our MEPS 
children and staff back to school smoothly, knowing that there will be a few bumps along the way, whilst being 
vigilant about our COVID plan to keep our community as safe as possible. Thank you so much for your support 
in this endeavour. Please donôt hesitate to reach out to me if you want to chat, have some ideas or would like 
further clarification of our plans - kim.wheeler@education.vic.gov.au . 

Just a reminder re communication points of reference: 

 Classroom teacher - contact regarding classroom matters, student wellbeing and the learning program. 

 Principal/Assistant Principal - contact regarding school logistics, significant student wellbeing 

concerns, and health & safety matters. 

 Education Minister Hon. James Merlino MP - contact regarding state government mandates. 

Class placement for 2022 

Mt Eliza Primary School recognises the importance of fostering and maintaining high quality peer relationships 

and connections. We also understand that it is equally important for students to mix and learn with peers who 

have both similar and different interests. The process of allocating children to grades is very complex, with 

teachers and coordinators spending considerable time developing class groups based on sound educational 

factors, including teacher knowledge of individual student needs, student learning peer requests and relevant 

background information from parents.  

We endeavour to place children with at least one (1) child from their learning peer group. This process supports 

student agency as well as ensuring that class groups are well balanced academically, and socially and 

emotionally. 

Parents may provide a written placement request based on educational and social factors only. We are yet to 

finalise our staffing profile for 2022 and, whilst we take parent feedback about your own child into consideration, 

please note that we are not able to facilitate parent requests for specific teachers.  

Any requests by parents must be made in writing to the Principal, Kim Wheeler, by 4.00pm on Friday 29 

October. These requests must outline the educational and social factors for the request.  

- Verbal requests will not be considered.  

- Late written requests will not be considered.  

- Only this yearôs request will be considered, so please do not rely on letters (or conversations) with the 

teacher, Principal or Assistant Principal from past years.  

Parents should be aware that requests can place significant limitations on options for placement and there is no 

guarantee that a request can be met. You will be advised of your childôs allocated grade for 2022 on Tuesday 7 

December. 

Communication re 2022 family plans 

Whilst we are very proud of our school and believe that it is an exceptional learning environment, we understand 

that there may be some movement from year to year as families move house or make changes in their lives. To 

assist with planning for next year, it is important that you please let the school know as soon as possible if 

your child is relocating schools for 2022. 

We are very lucky to be part of such a warm and welcoming community. Hope your child is excited as much as I 

am about our upcoming return to face to face learning, whether itôs next week or the week after. 

Take care, 

 
 
Kim Wheeler 
Principal 
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