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17 February, 2022  
 

DIARY 
Term 1 

February 
Mon 21 Years 5&6 Beach Program – 8.45am – 3.15pm 

Tue 22 Years 5&6 Beach Program – 8.45am – 3.15pm 

Wed 23 Years 5&6 Beach Program – 8.45am – 3.15pm 

Thu 24 Years 5&6 Beach Program – 8.45am – 3.15pm 

Fri 25 District Swimming 

March 

Mon 7 Year 6 Beach Carnival Day 

Mon 
Wed 

14 
16 

Labour Day – Public Holiday 
Year 4 Planks Incursion 
 

Mon 28 Regional Swimming 

 

 

Camp Australia 
 
Before and After School Care is 
available in the Old School House. 
To register your child please 
phone Camp Australia on 1300 
105 343. Registration is available 
online at www.campaustralia.com.au 
 

Uniform Shop 
 
Opening Hours  
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am 
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 

Uniforms may be purchased online – see below 
 

https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primary-
school-online/  
 

Processed orders can be collected from the office 
Please remember to scan the QR code and wear a 
mask. 
 

Joanne Patterson 
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Today, we commenced our First Tier student 

playground mediators. We are trialling this 

program which is a student-led assistance team in 

the yard at lunchtimes each day. The mood was 

very positive out there today, so I am optimistic 

that our Year 6 students will make a significant 

difference in the yard. Their role is to interact and 

model appropriate playing skills, as well as 

chatting to younger students and helping them 

work through low level issues. I am very proud of 

the mediators and look forward to this program 

expanding. Thanks to Mrs McKay for organising 

the team. 
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Happy Random Acts of Kindness Day 

 

Random Acts of Kindness Day is all about bringing joy 

to others when they least expect it. Today, we 

encouraged the students to join the movement to 

spread kindness in our community. Some easy ideas 

the children came up with included: 

● Smile at people 

● Let somebody go first 

● Help a friend with their work 

● Ask somebody who is by themselves to come 
and play 

● Let somebody go in front of you in a line 

● Hold the door open for somebody 

● Pick up rubbish 

● Make a new friend 

● Give a compliment to someone. 

 

Assembly 

This morning’s Assembly was another wonderful 

celebration of laughter, learning and getting active. We 

welcomed our Preps for the first time and had a wonderful 

time, with a few great jokes thrown in for good measure 

from our jokesters, Mrs Polley and Mrs Grgic. 

 

    

 

 

Year 6 Leaders 

During the last few weeks, our Year 6 students have been 
exposed to discussions and opportunities to demonstrate 
their leadership ambition. The process for selecting formal 
Leadership positions has been one which has involved all 
students reflecting on their character traits, the school's 
values and learning how to write persuasive letters 
following set criteria. I have been very impressed by the 
level of commitment and interest by our students in the 
process. Many who were not keen to apply initially, 
changed their minds once they really started thinking about how they could potentially make a difference to the 
school. 

All letters were carefully read by a panel of staff, then students were shortlisted for an interview. I want to 
congratulate all Year 6s who 'had a go' and acknowledge the courage that this has taken for many. Interviews 
were held this week and the way each child approached this challenge was impressive. All staff mentors used 
the same rubric to ensure that the process was aligned. 

“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever 

wasted.”  

(Aesop) 
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I am pleased to announce the following Year 6 Leaders for 2022: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When thinking about the Year 6’s leadership journey this year, our new SRC Leader, Henry J, shared William 
Arthur Ward’s poem ‘Do More’, with the school at this morning’s Assembly: 

    Do More 
 

Do more than belong: participate.  

Do more than care: help.  

Do more than believe: practice.  

Do more than be fair: be kind.  

Do more than forgive: forget.  

Do more than dream: work.  

Do more than teach; inspire.  

Do more than earn; enrich.  

Do more than give; serve.  

Do more than live; grow.  

Do more than suffer; triumph.  

 

I am very proud of everyone who applied for a 

role and know that there are some very excited and happy students and some very disappointed ones. 

Yesterday’s Year 6 precept supported our values of resilience and challenge as they discussed the following 

quote: 

"Those who try to do something and fail are infinitely better than those who try to do nothing and succeed." 

-Lloyd Jones 

There will be many opportunities for leadership, formal and informal, throughout the year so I am looking 

forward to working closely with all our student leaders as the year progresses. We will also be congratulating 

our SRC class reps and MEET reps later in the term. 
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Parent Information Evening 

 

Last night’s Parent Information Evening was a 

wonderful way to share the school’s structure, our 

amazing programs, students and staff. I will send the 

slideshow out to families shortly as you may be 

interested in our 2022 main drivers as well as learn 

about some new initiatives. 

 

 

 

 

COVID Safe Measures Extended at School 

We want to thank parents and students for the great job they have done in keeping our school as safe as 

possible by following important COVIDSafe measures such as mask wearing, physical distancing, ventilation, 

rapid antigen testing etc. This has meant that our school has remained open and our students in class. This is a 

fantastic outcome and a testament to the hard work of parents, carers, students and school staff. 

To keep schools as safe as possible, the Victorian Government has extended the COVIDSafe measures 

introduced for the beginning of Term 1. This includes extending the availability of free rapid antigen tests (RAT) 

for screening until the end of term. The department will continue to supply RATs to our school for your use and 

these will be sent home with your child when they become available.  

Twice-a-week testing continues to be strongly recommended for both students and staff. Testing will be 

conducted at home, and students and staff must report any positive result. There is no requirement to report a 

negative result. 

Mask rules will remain the same, with students in Years 3 and above required to wear masks – although they 

will not be required outdoors. 

On behalf of the school, I would like to thank you again for your continued support in helping your child to 

complete the rapid antigen tests and other COVID Safe measures. As a result of these efforts our school can 

continue providing a safe environment for students and staff. 

Making Connections 

I loved getting into the Year 5 classroom to learn all about 

how to read huge numbers into the quadrillions! We 

discussed why we would need numbers of this magnitude 

and where in ‘real-life’ we would come across them. 

Hope you have a wonderful end to the week and a fabulous 

weekend; and in keeping with Random Acts of Kindness 

Day: “Kind words and actions can seem so small, but their 

effects are truly endless.” (Author Unknown) 

In kindness,                                                                              

                         

Kim Wheeler 
Principal 
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Window into the classroom 

So much has happened already in the first three weeks back at school. The students have been focussed on 

transitioning into their new classroom and building relationships with their teacher and peers.  

Each fortnight I will give you a snapshot of what has been happening in the classrooms. We will begin with our 

Early Years (Prep to Year 2). 

Prep 

The Prep students have done an amazing job at 

settling into life at Primary School. Today they 

joined in on their very first assembly. They sat 

and listened beautifully and enjoyed the 

movement break, following the actions in time 

with the music. 

The Preps have also begun participating in the 

buddy program with the Year 4 students. This is 

a wonderful way to make connections with other 

students in the school and provides them with a 

friendly face to say hello to in the yard.  

 

Year 1 

The Year 1 students have been working hard on building their 

relationships with their teacher and peers through play. During 

the structured play sessions, the students have looked at our 

school values Respect, Responsibility, Connectedness, 

Resilience and Challenge.  

They have also focused on connectedness as a cohort. One way 

they do this is through regular meetings as a whole year level.  

 

 

 

Year 2 

The Year 2 students have also had a positive start to the new school year. Most recently they participated in a 

paper plane challenge with their Year 5 buddies. This was a great opportunity to work on our school values of 

resilience, challenge, and connectedness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hayley Gregory 
Acting Assistant Principal 
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 CSEF - Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund - Reminder 
 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families cover the costs of school trips, camps and 
sporting activities. 
 

If you have a valid concession card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible.  
 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible Primary School students. Payments are made direct to the 
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your 
child. This funding can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from previous years. Please note 
these activities will only take place if they meet COVID Safe requirements. 
 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, 
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
 

If you believe you may be eligible for the CSEF, please complete the CSEF Application Form which is included 
on the last two pages of this newsletter, or please call the office - 9787 1385 to request an application form to be 
sent home with your child. Application forms should be submitted with the relevant healthcare card. 
Application Forms need to be lodged by next Tuesday, 22 February, 2022. 
 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 
 

Each year it is important to re-visit some important information that assists the school in running smoothly.  It is 

important to remember that we all work together as a team to ensure all of our children are safe, engaged and 

learning at the optimum level; and the following information is designed to keep these goals at the fore: 

 

• School begins at 8:45am and finishes at 3:15pm.   

• Teachers are on duty from 8:30am before school and until 3:30pm after school.  If children are at school 

significantly beyond this supervision time, they should attend the Camp Australia program in the Old 

School House.  

• Parents are encouraged to establish a consistent pick-up point for their children each afternoon – this 

reduces a child’s anxiety when they can’t find their parent. 

• In the case of an emergency where a change to a child’s pick-up arrangement occurs, parents should 

contact the office so a message can be passed on to the child. 

• For the safety of our children, any child who arrives late or departs early, needs to be signed in/out at the 

office. This should be done by one of the people listed as a contact for that child.  If someone else is to 

pick up your child, written notification should be made to the office and your child’s teacher, otherwise 

we are required to phone the parent/contact to gain approval. 

• If a child is absent from school, we must be notified through the Sentral Parent Portal or by texting 0439 

454 239 before 9:30am outlining the child’s name, grade, date of absence and reason for absence. If 

the office is not contacted by this time a text will be sent to parents/guardians as per department 

guidelines. The office should only be called to notify of an absence in cases where there will be a lengthy 

absence and/or it involves an infectious disease, such as Covid-19, that requires communication with 

other people in the community. If your child has tested positive to Covid-19, please provide the date of 

the positive result, the last day your child was in attendance at school and whether they are 

asymptomatic. If your child is isolating as a result of being a close contact, we should be informed of this 

too. 

• Valuable items should not be brought to school. The Department of Education does not hold insurance 

for students’ personal belongings and has no capacity to pay for lost, stolen or damaged items.  Parents 

are welcome to take out their own private insurance for items if they wish. 

• No skate boarding, scooter riding or bike riding is permitted on the school grounds.  
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• Parents should not enter the staff carpark unless prior permission has been gained. Please use the 

service road for school drop-offs and pick-ups. More information can be found below under the heading 

Parking at Mt Eliza Primary School. 

• All visitors to the school must sign the visitor’s register and demonstrate vaccination statis. The sign-in 

iPads are located at the administration office. 

 

 

 

 

Parking at Mt Eliza Primary School 

Please park your car correctly and collect your children from the front of the school in the designated areas. Do 

not beckon your child or double park. We ask that everyone be vigilant with this, as we do not want students 

running between cars and potentially getting injured. We also ask that parents do not park in the Staff Carpark. 

Our gates can be shut at any time, so to avoid any inconvenience please only use the designated parent drop-

off areas outlined below. 

There are 3 designated drop-off areas in the Wooralla Drive service road: 

Kiss & Go: 

Kiss & Go is a No Parking area where you can pull in and either drop off or collect your 

children quickly. The line marking this area is painted red to match the sign.  

N.B. No Parking means you can stop (for only 2 minutes) but not get out of your car.  

Wait A While:  

This zone has a 15-minute parking restriction with orange line markings to match the signs. 

 

Stop & Chat: 

This is the area for All Day parking and has green line marking painted to match the signs. 

 

Parents should take note of the signs in and around the school, especially in the service lane at the 

front of the school. The service lane area is not a car park: it is a registered thoroughfare. Parking is 

only permitted in the marked bays. A stationary car with the engine running and driver present, waiting for a 

parking bay to become vacant, is considered illegally parked as it is not against the kerb. We also ask that 

parents do not double park. This area is regularly patrolled by the council and police and is outside of the 

school’s control if a car was to be fined. Canadian Bay carpark is a great option. Parents are also allowed to 

park at St James the Less Church car park on the corner of Nepean Highway and Koetong Parade.  

Access for Mt Eliza Meteors basketball training is through the side gate adjacent to the old school hall. 

PARENTS SHOULD NOT PARK, DROP OFF, OR PICK UP THEIR CHILDREN ON THE NEPEAN HIGHWAY 

AT ANY TIME. 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

Save this number! 0439 454 239 - Please SMS only 
  

If your child is, or will be absent from school, please notify us by text only 
0439 454 239 by 9.00am 

 

NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the reason for the absence. 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 2022! 

Our Instrumental Music Program will be continuing this year with Steph Bourne: 

- The Instrumental Music Program is open to all year levels for guitar and keyboard, (singing commencing 

at a later date). Expressions of interest are welcome.  

- The School Band is open to year 5s and 6s. Please use the application form links below for more 

information. 

 
Steph Born 
Instrumental Music Teacher

 

 

Instrumental Program Application orm 
https://forms.gle/rUpaKNFZvs1Y8MRe8 

Band Audition Application Form 
https://forms.gle/nKp7Dwh9ZQkTQRr76 

 

Community Notices 
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A message from your Coordinator   Molly   
Activities coming up   

What’s on the menu   

  

Another fantastic week here at OSHC! Our prep friends are starting to  

settle in nicely and seeing all the friendships develop is truly  heart - 

warming. Some of our older children have been teaching them how to  

play the infamous game of gaga and the prep children have been  

matching their competitiveness incredibly. They’re fitting right in!   

Last week, on Thursday, we start ed   to do some pain tings together for  

the OSHC and they’re incredible so far! We had planned to keep them  

in the room here but some of the children are so proud of their work  

that they want to take them home which I could never say no to. Seeing  

all the creativity flourish h ere is beautiful and I cannot wait for more  

creative opportunities to arise.   

  

•   Portrait paintings   

•   Notebook making   

•   Octopus   

•   Banana pancakes   

  

•   Wacky cake   

  

•   ANZAC biscuits   
Painting by Decklyn B                                          Painting by Eamon D   
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