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DIARY
Term 1

PO Box 305, Mt Eliza 3930 – Phone 9787 1385

Camp Australia

Wed

16

School Care is
available in the Old School House.
www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au
To register your child please phone
Parent/Teacher Exchange 3.30pm – 7.30pm
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343.
Registration
is
available
Parent/Teacher Exchange 3.30pm – 6.00pm
www.campaustralia.com.au
Parent Information Night 7.00pm – 8.00pm (Zoom)

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu

21
22
23
24

Years 5&6 Beach Program – 8.45am – 3.15pm
Years 5&6 Beach Program – 8.45am – 3.15pm
Years 5&6 Beach Program – 8.45am – 3.15pm
Years 5&6 Beach Program – 8.45am – 3.15pm

Opening Hours
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm

Fri

25

District Swimming

Uniforms may be purchased online – see below

February
Tue

8

9
on Wed
the web site

7

online

at

Uniform Shop

https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primaryschool-online/

March
Mon

Before
After
Newsletter is available on the
web site and
address
:

Year 6 Beach Carnival Day

Processed orders can be collected from the office
Please remember to scan the QR code and wear a
mask.
Jo Patterson
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
We have had a wonderful first week and I am so proud of our students and the way in which they have transitioned
back to school.

A huge welcome to you all, and in particular a warm welcome to all new families who have joined the Mt Eliza
Primary School (MEPS) community this year. I encourage new and current parents to become involved in all
aspects of school life as much as possible and continue the culture and ethos for which MEPS has become
renowned.
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This week was a week of firsts:
We welcomed our 2022 Preps for the first time.
I was so amazed by how quickly our youngest students have settled into school life with today being their first
day in the classroom.

Earlier in the week, and continuing next Wednesday, 1:1 assessments with their teacher enabled our staff to get
a really good understanding of students’ skills and provides an excellent opportunity for relationships to start
building.
This morning, I saw the Preps highly engaged in developmental play as a way to support fine motor skills,
imagination and friendship building.
We also held our first whole school assembly online.
You can catch up on our latest assembly through the link:
https://mtelizaps.vic.edu.au/assembly/ where you will get
to know our new staff, find out about some of the school’s
refurbishments over the break and hear about how we are
demonstrating our values each day.
Our new Acting Assistant Principal, Ms Hayley Gregory,
shared a reflection for the 2022 School Year:
We welcome everyone to the new school year.
We especially welcome new students and families to our
Mt Eliza Primary School community.
We are grateful for the holidays, for the chance to rest and
enjoy time with family and friends, and the opportunity to prepare for the new school year.
We open our hearts to new teachers and classmates and know they will be a source of support, guidance and
fun.
We look forward to 2022 and have faith that this year will be productive; and that we will have the courage to
accept new challenges.
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Parent to Teacher Exchange
The Parent Portal (Sentral) is now open for parents to book in a 10 min time slot with their child’s teacher. This is
an opportunity for parents to share information about their child, discuss how their child has coped during the
challenges of last year and to let the teacher know any background information that may have bearing on their
child’s learning.
Please note that this is not a Parent Teacher interview; these will be held at the end of Term 2.
MEPS 2022 Parent Information Evening - Wednesday 16 February @ 7.00pm
Please join me for our Parent Information session held via Zoom in Week 4.
During this session, I will outline the school's 2022 direction and highlight some
important information about your child's school year at Mt Eliza Primary School.
I will send the Zoom link to families next week.
Important Reminders
●

As a SunSmart school, hats are required from August to the end of April and when the UV rating is 3 or
above. Please ensure that your child has their hat and sunscreen at school so that they can enjoy working
or playing outdoors.

●

Lost property is collected in the Year 3/4 Building, opposite the bathrooms. Please clearly label your
child’s clothing.
Toilet locations: Years P to 2: Year 1/2 building external toilets; Years 3 & 4: Year 3/4 Area (Block B)
internal toilets; Years 5 & 6: BER external toilets (entry from Passive Play area)

●
●
●
●

School starts at 8.45am. Anyone after the 8.45am bell needs a late pass from the Office.
Snack and lunch: to support our focus on sustainability, we ask that students bring food without
wrappers or packaging (‘nude food’).
A reminder that dogs are not permitted onsite.

Opportunities for Parents to Learn
We are fortunate to have local opportunities for families to learn. ‘Tuning into Kids’ is being offered by Better Place
and Peninsula Health for six weeks for parents of preschool and primary school children at the Frankston South
Community Centre, starting from February 15 to March 22. See the flyer on the following pages to book in.
COVID Safe
It has been delightful welcoming families back to school in person. As you are aware, parents/carers may
accompany their child/ren on site. However, we ask that parents do not enter the classrooms for now. Please
remember that any adult on site must observe physical distancing regulations.
Hope you are enjoying the return to routine that the new school year brings, and I look forward to catching up with
you at the gate.
Kind regards,

Kim Wheeler
Principal
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CSEF - Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting
activities.
If you have a valid concession card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible Primary School students. Payments are made direct to the school
to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. This
funding can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from previous years. Please note these activities
will only take place if they meet COVID Safe requirements.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year,
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you believe you may be eligible for the CSEF, please complete the CSEF Application Form which is included
on the last two pages of this newsletter or please call the office - 9787 1385 to request an application form to be
sent home with your child.
Application Forms need to be lodged by Tuesday, 22nd February, 2022.

Introducing The Pod

We have a new designated space at MEPS aimed at supporting the social/emotional and wellbeing needs of our
students. Depending on needs and interests, The Pod will include a variety of resources and activities that might
stimulate or relax the senses, or provide opportunities to meet and interact with others, all with the support and
guidance of staff. As required the space will change and adapt with the needs of our students, informed by the
expertise of our staff and newfound evidence or research.
The Pod is located near ‘the caterpillar’ and opposite the library. It is open during the second half of every
lunchtime, and depending on needs, at other times throughout the day.
Below you can check out some of the nooks within The Pod and how they have been used by our students so far
this week.
Please don’t hesitate to contact Michelle Polley, our Head of Inclusion and Intervention, if you would like any
further information about The Pod.
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BOOK CLUB TERM 1!
Book Club catalogues for Term 1,
Issue 1 are being sent home with students this week.
Please place orders online through the Book Club loop by
Monday, February 14th:
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
Please note that cash payments are not accepted at the school.
Thank you for your support,
Carina Thomas
Book Club Co-ordinator

STUDENT ABSENCES

Save this number! 0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
If your child is, or will be absent from school, please notify us by text only
0439 454 239 by 9.00am

NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade
and the reason for the absence

Community Notices
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Canteen Orders 2022

Hi everyone,

We are very much looking forward to getting back to school and providing the canteen service. A
canteen ordering app will soon be coming to MEPS. We won’t be using My School Connect anymore.
You can withdraw any online funds from My School Connect - please contact their support team if
you need assistance.
Unfortunately, in the interim prior to the app being available, we will need all lunch orders to come
to the canteen in a brown paper bag with your child’s name, grade, order, and with cash
enclosed via the classroom bags for the first two weeks of Term 1.
We have had a few vital technical components of our new Stir Crazy Kids ordering app that will need
to be adjusted before it can be released to the Apple Store and Google Play store. We will update
you in the next newsletter as to the status of this. We will also send out some onboarding information
to help with the registration process.
If you have any questions please get in touch. We are more than happy to help:
support@stircrazykids.com.au
Looking forward to a full year of school for everyone!
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