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DIARY 
Term 1 

February 
Wed 16 Parent Information Night 7.00pm – 8.00pm online 

Mon 21 Years 5&6 Beach Program – 8.45am – 3.15pm 
Tue 22 Years 5&6 Beach Program – 8.45am – 3.15pm 
Wed 23 Years 5&6 Beach Program – 8.45am – 3.15pm 
Thu 24 Years 5&6 Beach Program – 8.45am – 3.15pm 

Fri 25 District Swimming 
March 
Mon 7 Year 6 Beach Carnival Day 
Mon 14 Labour Day – Public Holiday 
Mon 28 Regional Swimming 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp Australia 
 
Before and After School Care is 
available in the Old School House. 
To register your child please 
phone Camp Australia on 1300 
105 343. Registration is available 
online at www.campaustralia.com.au 
 

Uniform Shop 
 
Opening Hours  
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am 
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below 
 

https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primary-
school-online/  
 

Processed orders can be collected from the office 
Please remember to scan the QR code and wear a 
mask. 
 

Joanne Patterson 
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator 

 

 
 
 

Principal’s Report 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I can’t believe that we are only into our second week of school. Our students seem very settled and are 
developing relationships between each other, their teachers and the wider school community. It has been really 
helpful to hear from parents in this week’s Parent to Teacher Exchange. Learning more about your children and 
getting some unique insights into them and their needs helps us to get to know the children better and to make 
informed decisions regarding programs and plans for learning. Thank you for your partnership with us. 
 
Assembly 
We had the most wonderful Assembly this morning with all students from 
Years 1 to 6 joining me on the oval for a welcome, Acknowledgement to 
Country as well as acknowledging students who will represent their clubs in 
the upcoming Nippers State finals. Mrs McLaughlin, our PE teacher, also 

congratulated our District swimmers who 
are busy preparing for the District 
Swimming Carnival later in the month. She 
also took the school through a tricky game 
which had us all jumping forwards and backwards and doing figure 8s. Mrs 
Polley and Mrs Grgic shared a couple of fantastic jokes, we spoke about 
yard expectations and Mr Leonard had us all ‘burning’ as we attempted 
‘Sally up, Sally down’, a squats challenge that had everyone calling for 
‘mercy’. We finished off with a dance. What a great way to start the day! 
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Drumbeat Program 
We are so lucky to be partnering with the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire in an engaging in-school program 
called Drumbeat run by the Shire’s Youth Services 
and facilitated by youth worker Lauren Johansson.  
 
 

Drumbeat is a structured, evidence-based learning 
program combining music, psychology and 
neurobiology to build social and emotional resilience, 
healthy relationship skills and leadership 
opportunities. Each session combines hand 
drumming, rhythm games and discussion. Analogies 
are drawn from the drum circle to prompt self-
reflection; with themes including peer-pressure, 
values, emotional regulation and control, teamwork, 
social harmony, identity, bullying, leading by doing 
and communication.  

 

Importantly the program concludes with a performance, giving students the opportunity to showcase their 
newfound skills, confidence and to share their progress with respected people in their lives. Currently, this 
program is being trialled by a group of Year 5 students and we are looking to expand this throughout the year. 
 

Singing Club 
Sticking with the musical theme, Mrs Congiusta 
is also excited to be offering an opportunity for 
students across the school to participate in the 
MEPS Singing Club. Starting today at 
lunchtime, Singing Group is a wonderful way to 
share the joy of singing and the benefits it 
brings. If your child loves to sing, please 
encourage them to join us each Thursday at 
lunchtime from 12.45pm in the BER. 

 

Safer Internet Day 
This week was National Safer Internet Day. We continue to develop awareness 
and skills throughout our curriculum program that support digital citizenship, and 
know that learning would not have continued in the last two years of lockdowns 
without the digital tools that have now become an extension to many children’s 
lives. We all have an important role to play in children’s online lives and evidence 
shows that parents’ awareness and digital involvement in particular has increased 
since 2016. But there are still some significant gaps – especially around children’s 
exposure to potentially harmful online content.  

Recent research has explored the opportunities and risks that the internet presents 
for children in Australia, based on a national survey of more than 3,500 young 
people aged 8 to 17, and their parents. 

Summary of key findings 
● Young people engage in a wide range of online activities and experience many benefits from using the 

internet: 
○ Many children have gone online for health information, searching for material about mental and 

physical health.   
○ A third of children looked for emotional support online from friends and/or mental health support 

services. 
● Significant numbers of children have had negative online experiences:  

○ Close to half of the children surveyed were treated in a hurtful or nasty way online in the past 
year.  
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○ A quarter of the children had themselves treated someone in a hurtful or nasty way online.  
○ One in ten children have been the target of hate speech online. 

 

● Almost all children did something in response to a negative online experience – most commonly telling 
their parents.  

● Exposure to negative online content and sexual content is prevalent among young people, particularly 
aged 14 to 17 years but many younger children have been exposed. 

● Many parents underestimate the prevalence of children’s negative online experiences, and many are not 
aware of their children’s exposure to negative content or sexual material online. 

● Children with restrictive parents are less likely to be exposed to harmful content, but they are also much 
less likely to engage in supportive and protective online activities. 

 

More than anything, it is a timely reminder, as we are now back at 
school full-time, for us all to be vigilant and supportive when it comes 
to children and their digital use. Our IT Responsible Use Agreement 
helps us, as a school, to make sure students and families are aware 
of the “do’s and don’ts” while at school. However, this is an area that 
is constantly changing and evolving so we need to be responsive as 
new issues arise. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any 
questions or concerns about this. 

 

 

 
MEPS 2022 Parent Information Evening - Wednesday 16 February @ 7.00pm 
Please join me for our Parent Information session held online in Week 4. During this session, I will outline the 
school's 2022 direction and highlight some important information about your child's school year at Mt Eliza 
Primary School. I will send the link to families shortly. 
 
 

 

 
All the best for a lovely weekend. 
 
Kind regards,                                                                                  

                         

Kim Wheeler 

Principal 
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 CSEF - Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 

 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families cover the costs of school trips, camps and 
sporting activities. 
 
If you have a valid concession card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible.  
 
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible Primary School students. Payments are made direct to the 
school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your 
child. This funding can also be used in conjunction with any funding accrued from previous years. Please note 
these activities will only take place if they meet COVID Safe requirements. 
 
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, 
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
 
If you believe you may be eligible for the CSEF, please complete the CSEF Application Form which is included 
on the last two pages of this newsletter or please call the office - 9787 1385 to request an application form to be 
sent home with your child. 
 
Application Forms need to be lodged by Tuesday, 22 February, 2022. 
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Community Notices 

BOOK CLUB TERM 1! 
 
BOOK CLUB ISSUE 1 CLOSING SOON! 
  
Just a friendly reminder that orders can now be made for 
Book Club Issue 1. 
  
Please place orders online through the Book Club loop 
by Monday, 14th February:  
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx  
  
Please note that cash payments are not accepted at the 
school. 
  
Thank you for your support, 
Carina Thomas 
Book Club Co-ordinator 

 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

Save this number! 0439 454 239 - Please SMS only 
  

If your child is, or will be absent from school, please notify us by text only 
0439 454 239 by 9.00am 

 
NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the reason for the absence. 

 

Community Notices 
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