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PO Box 305, Mt Eliza 3930 – Phone 9787 1385

Camp Australia

Newsletter is available on the web site address :

Before and After School Care is
District Swimming
www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au
available in the Old School House.
School Tour – 9.30am
To register your child please
PTA Annual General Meeting in the Library 7.00pm
phone Camp Australia on 1300
105 343. Registration is available online at
Year 6 Moorooduc Quarry Walk
www.campaustralia.com.au
Catching On Q&A Session via Zoom – 5:00pm
School Tour – 11.00am
Uniform Shop
School Tour – 9.30am
Labour Day – Public Holiday
Opening Hours
School Tour – 9.30am
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am
Year 4 PLANKS Incursion
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm
School Tour – 9.30am
School Tour – 9.30am
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below
Year 6 Point Nepean National Park Excursion
https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primaryRegional Swimming
school-online/
School Tour – 9.30am
School Tour – 9.30am
Processed orders can be collected from the office
Please remember to scan the QR code and wear a
School Tour – 11.00am
mask.
School Tour – 9.30am
Joanne Patterson
Term 1 concludes – students finish at 2.30pm
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
After a year where so many of us were disconnected from each other in 2021, ‘engagement’ is a prime focus
this year.
Beach Program
In terms of ‘engagement’, we can’t go past the
MEPS Beach Program. This week saw our Years
5 and 6 cohorts engaging in water skills in
conjunction with Surf Lifesaving Australia at Mt
Martha Beach. What an amazing program, with
our students learning important life skills on Day
1; followed up by our Surf Lifesaving Carnival on
Day 2. I really saw our values in action and was
so proud of the children who demonstrated
challenge by giving activities a go, even though it
may have been the first time they tried these. The
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sense of connectedness was incredible, with the children
having the opportunity just to be together, form bonds and
further cement their relationships. Resilience was on show
when things didn’t always go as planned. The flags race is
a prime example where, due to flags being removed along
the way, there are always going to be disappointments.
Our students really astonished me with way in which they
took the program seriously as well as having fun with their
peers. They cheered each other on and made me proud to
be Principal at MEPS. Thanks to Mrs Tracy McLaughlin for
all the organisation, and to the Years 5 and 6 staff.
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Further Engagement
In 2022, we are actively seeking to:
-

Activate relational and behavioural engagement through our review of the Wellbeing and
Engagement Policy; which includes supporting positive behavioural expectations

-

Develop strong cognitive engagement through our curriculum programs, catering for the diverse
range of learners at MEPS, and

-

Ignite community engagement within the school and beyond.

There are numerous ways for parents and carers to engage with the school and make a contribution to the
MEPS community. We understand that many families are busy and, as a result, there are a variety of levels
of interaction including:
-

Volunteering in the classroom and/or in school programs

-

Accompanying the year level on school excursions

-

Assisting with the Years 3 and 4 Oz Harvest Kitchen Garden Program

-

Attending special events and helping out where appropriate

-

Supporting the students by attending various off-site sporting events

-

Participating in the Class Coordinator program by taking on the role/s of Class Coordinator or by
engaging in one of the ‘connecting’ social events

-

Joining the Parents’ and Teachers’ Association (PTA) which is a core parent/carer group responsible
for developing community connections

-

Representing the parent community as a member of the School Council. These members meet eight
times a year and also participate in at least one sub-committee.

Our PTA AGM will be held next Monday, 28 February, at 7.00pm in the school Library. I am looking
forward to seeing you all at this meeting and sharing some important 2022 school directions with you.

We are also calling for nominations for School Council, with the deadline 4.00pm Monday 28
February. There is one vacancy to fill, with the possibility of a second. I encourage you to consider applying
as this is a wonderful way to share your viewpoints, skills and experiences that can help inform and shape
the direction of the school. For further information and/or a copy of the nomination form, please contact our
Business Manager, Ms Sharyn Wanstall - sharyn.wanstall@education.vic.gov.au

Catching On Early
The Department of Education and Training’s Respectful Relationships
Program supports schools to promote and model respect, positive attitudes
and behaviours. It teaches our children how to build healthy relationships,
resilience and confidence.
As a component of this compulsory program all year levels will be involved
in the Catching on Early program. This resource aligns with the Health
and Physical Education and Interpersonal Development domains of the
Victorian Curriculum. The program uses active learning strategies to build
on students’ learning and experiences about gender, bodies and
relationships. It combines the biological, social and emotional aspects of
sexuality education to assist us in meeting students’ needs as they relate to
sexual growth and change.
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Best practice in Sexuality Education is that it teaches young people how to develop respectful relationships
and how to minimise or eliminate the risk of potentially adverse consequences of their actions. It tries to
ensure that young people make responsible and safe choices, and
recognises the social world in which young people make decisions about
their health. The lessons are sequential and age appropriate.
Specifically students will be covering the following concepts:
Prep
●
●
●

Knowing me knowing you: when I was a baby
Growing and changing
Belonging and family circles.

Years 1 and 2
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Ways we care for one another
How much they have grown and changed since they were babies
All parts of the body have a name
Family diversity in our community and who are the people who care for them
What makes us the same and what makes us different
Identity: likes, dislikes, strengths
Positive and negative gender norms
Developing an appreciation of difference.

Years 3 and 4
●
●
●
●
●
●

Parts of the body, the names of reproductive systems and their functions
The human lifecycle: how babies are conceived, develop and are born
The concept of identity and how to use simple strategies to maintain and support self-worth
Gender stereotyping
Basic safety skills and strategies at home, school and in the community, and methods for recognising
and avoiding harmful situations
What respectful, gender inclusive behaviours look like in action informed by human rights.

Years 5 and 6
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The physical, social and emotional changes associated with puberty
Understanding that the timing of puberty will vary from individual to individual
Respecting the feelings of others
The impact of gender norms on the attitudes and behaviours of those entering adolescence
Building positive relationships and gender equality
Accepting difference and diversity
Setting boundaries and standards that promote respectful and non-violent relationships.

While comprehensive sexuality education is a compulsory part of a school’s health education curriculum, we
are aware programs are more effective with increased parent-child communication. It is important to us that
we maintain an open dialogue with parents regarding the delivery of these programs.
As a result, we are inviting parents to join our Wellbeing
and Engagement Leader, Mrs Javette Westlake, and me
for an open Zoom Q&A on Thursday 3 March at 5.00pm
(TBC). At this session, we will have Kristy Lang, the
Respectful Relationships Project Lead for the Bayside
Area, available to also answer any questions you might
have about this program and the manner in which it will be
implemented. A Zoom Link will be sent out shortly.
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It is important to note that the holistic education of your
child/ren is important to us and this program plays an
important part in that with, of course, the support and
collaboration of you, our families.
Assembly
Yet again, Assembly was a great way to celebrate exciting
actions at MEPS. Ms Allinson (1A) and Mr Lolait (1L) were
our Jokemasters this morning and they had us in stitches!
We congratulated Kaya, Zack, Ari and Tilly for already
reaching their target in the ‘Twosday $22 Challenge’
Fundraiser; selling lollies, baked goods and homemade
lemonade. Well done, and I am looking forward to hearing
about more creative ways that the children are earning their
$22. All proceeds will go to our Library refurbishment and
playground resources.
Enjoy the rest of the week.
Cheers,

Kim Wheeler
Principal
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PTA Report

The Mt Eliza Primary School PTA are always looking for new members and we
would love for you to join us in 2022. Membership is open to any parent or
guardian of a child attending the school or any other interested individual of
the immediate school community.
The PTA has a number of Office Bearers such as the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer to be
elected at our Annual General Meeting on 28th February, 2022. We are always looking for enthusiastic
people to become either an Office Bearer or a Committee member of our wonderful PTA.
Membership forms were sent home this afternoon with the youngest child of each family. If you are
interested in becoming part of our Mt Eliza Primary School PTA please complete the form and return it to
the school office by Monday 28th February 2022.

MEPS 'Twosday $22 Challenge' Fundraiser!
To celebrate Twosday 22/2/22, we are launching our MEPS 'Twosday $22 Challenge' Fundraiser!
We are challenging each of our students to raise $22 in the next 22 days. Our goal is to raise at least
$5,000 to go towards the refurbishment of our Library and to purchase playground resources.
This is a 'home fundraiser' where students can do anything
they like to raise money in a fun, challenging or innovative
way that is based around the number ‘22’. Please note that
we can't facilitate selling items at school. Students could be
sponsored, for example, running 1km every day for 22 days,
reading 22 books, scoring 22 goals against a family member
or it could even be a sponsored 22 hours of silence.
Money could also be raised by making and selling items. Perhaps baking and selling 22 biscuits or cupcakes,
making craft items such as 22 paintings or 22 greeting cards that could be sold for $1 each. Students could
even earn $22 by doing 22 jobs for family and friends such as cleaning, tidying and gardening. What about
selling tickets to a dance recital, magic show, play or piano concert? Maybe host a movie night or games
night one weekend?
Children don’t have to do this alone. They could team up with a friend or family member.
$22 is the target and every student or team that raises $22 will be celebrated on our 'Twosday Challenge'
board. We can’t wait to see all the creative ways our students find to raise $22!
Money can be delivered to the office or transferred online via My School Connect http://www.myschoolconnect.com.au/mt-eliza-ps-fundraiser. Be sure to let us know the student's name and
the creative way in which the money was raised. If fundraising for your family is too tricky at the moment, a
donation is always greatly appreciated.
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Our 'Twosday $22 Challenge' starts today and concludes in 22 days on 16/03/22. I know that some
students have already started, which is great!
Many thanks to the PTA for the idea and I appreciate the support of our School Council and our MEPS
families.
Kim Wheeler

Uniform Shop Report
! Year 6 Windcheater and Top recall !
Due to a printing error, we are currently asking all Year 6 windcheaters and tops be returned to the uniform
shop between 8:30am - 9:30am Friday this week. Please ensure each item is labelled with the student’s
name and grade. If for some reason you are unable to drop items off by Friday 9:30am please email Jo
Patterson as soon as you can - jorosspatterson@gmail.com.
Once the recall collection is complete, the portal to order additional Grade 6 polo shirts and hooded
windcheaters will be reopened.
Years 4/5/6 Sports Tops - Sports tops sizes 8/10/12/14/16 are now in stock for any students wishing to
purchase one. Buy online or during the shop's regular opening hours.
Please note that these no longer have a name printed on the back and that they are only for Years 4-6.

STUDENT ABSENCES
Save this number! 0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
If your child is, or will be absent from school, please notify us by text only
0439 454 239 by 9.00am

NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the

reason for the absence.
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 2022!
Our Instrumental Music Program will be continuing this year with Steph Born.
-

The Instrumental Music Program is open to all year levels for guitar and keyboard,
(singing commencing at a later date). Expressions of interest are welcome.
The School Band is open to year 5s and 6s. Please use the application form links below
for more information.

Steph Born
Instrumental Music Teacher
Instrumental Program Application orm
https://forms.gle/rUpaKNFZvs1Y8MRe8

Band Audition Application Form
https://forms.gle/nKp7Dwh9ZQkTQRr76

School Term Dates 2022
Term 1:
Friday 28 January - Friday 8 April
Term 2:
Tuesday 26 April – Friday 24 June
Term 3:
Monday 11 July – Friday 16 September
Term 4:
Monday 3 October – Tuesday 20 December
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