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PO Box 305, Mt Eliza 3930 – Phone 9787 1385

Camp Australia

Newsletter is available on the web site address :
Before and After School Care is
Year 6 Moorooduc Quarry Walk
available in the Old School House.
www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au
School Tour – 11.00am
To register your child please
School Tour – 9.30am
phone Camp Australia on 1300
Year 3-6 Cyber Safety Incursion
105 343. Registration is available online at
Labour Day – Public Holiday
www.campaustralia.com.au
School Tour – 9.30am
Year 4 PLANKS Incursion
Uniform Shop
Catching On Q&A via Zoom – 5:00pm
School Tour – 9.30am
Opening Hours
School Tour – 9.30am
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am
Year 6 Point Nepean National Park Excursion
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Regional Swimming
School Tour – 9.30am
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below
School Tour – 9.30am
https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primarySchool Tour – 11.00am
school-online/

School Tour – 9.30am
Term 1 concludes – students finish at 2.30pm

Processed orders can be collected from the office
Please remember to scan the QR code and wear a
mask.
Joanne Patterson
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
As well as World Compliment Day, this week we celebrated
Schools’ Clean Up Day. A keen group of volunteers assisted the
MEET Team to make sure that the school was ‘spick and span’ on
Wednesday; thanks to all who helped out.
Year 6 Moorooduc Quarry Walk
Today the Year 6s walked to the Moorooduc Quarry to practise for
their bigger walk to Point Nepean later in the term. The students
definitely demonstrated all five of our school values:
-

Challenge in walking the whole way in the hot sun.

-

Resilience by not giving up and keeping on going.

-

Responsibility by helping each member of the team out.

-

Respect in respecting teachers, parents and the environment.

-

Connectedness by demonstrating teamwork and friendship.
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Children were in groups of about 6 - 8 members and showed
outstanding teamwork. Also, while the students were there, they
learned some important history about the Moorooduc Quarry and how
it came to be. Thanks to all the parents and teachers for helping out
on the walk. A particular thanks to Mrs Boundy who brought us some
much-needed icy poles. Everyone was happy and filled with joy,
shouting out their team chants. What a fantastic day, and we can’t
wait for the Point Nepean challenge next
week.
by Jasim M 6OT

High Abilities Extension Groups
Our commitment to extending students has enabled
us to initiate two coaching groups in 2021/22. The
Maths sessions commenced in 2021 and we have
now added a Literacy group this year. Lachlan from
Year 5 explains the Maths sessions perfectly:
“Last year I was lucky enough to be invited to take
part in a special Mathematics coaching group. I’m
very grateful to have this unique opportunity to work
with Maths in a whole new way. Going along to these
incredible Maths sessions has not only taught me so
much, but I have also had a lot of fun. Mr Peter
Skelton is an absolutely amazing teacher who makes
everything interesting, from new methods to mindblowing facts!
Every week we have new challenges, puzzles and equations that are guaranteed to wow us. For example, we
0
have been learning about the Laws of Exponents such as zero to the power of zero (0 ), which equals
UNDEFINED!!! Confusing, right? Well, Mr Skelton makes it all crystal clear.
In the future, I’m looking forward to maybe becoming a ‘Mathemagician’ like Mr Skelton too.”
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MEPS Parents and Teachers Association (PTA) Meeting
The PTA Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on Monday
evening. A huge thanks to all the PTA members who attended.
It was wonderful to reflect on the significant impact that the PTA
had last year, even in such challenging times - check out all the
achievements.
Each year, the PTA commits to
donating $10,000 on top of their other
fundraising activities and I am thrilled to
announce that the funds from 2021
were spent on resources to keep the
children safe on the playground,
including a new fence around the Prep
playground and soft padding around
the goal posts and poles in the sails
area. We are extremely grateful for
these donations each year.
In addition, the PTA has assisted with the accessing of boxing gloves and pads from Rebel Sport for our
lunchtime boxing initiative. I am quickly learning all about the techniques involved and would love it if anyone
in our community with some boxing expertise would like to come and give us a hand some days. Just let me
know if you are keen.

At our PTA meeting, it was also
fabulous to start planning future
events, fundraisers and initiatives
to connect our community in
2022.
Our ‘TwosDay $22 Challenge’
fundraiser is just one of the many
planned throughout the year. Just
a reminder that there are 13 more
days to go to raise $22, which
will go towards our Library
refurbishment
and
further
playground resources. Please
send through any photos if you
are happy for me to post your
children participating in this
initiative.
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I wanted to also remind families that
we are fortunate to receive funds
and resources from IGA and Rebel
Sport if you register your family as a
MEPS community member. Thanks
to these support systems, the
school benefits greatly and we also
assist local businesses as well.
During 2021, the school received
nearly $1,700 from IGA which went
towards purchasing new library
books. So, next time you shop at
either of these places, please
remember to connect our school.
District Swimming News from Mrs Tracy McLaughlin
We would like to congratulate all of the students who participated and
represented MEPS at District Swimming last Friday. A special mention to
Alice C from 4S for her outstanding effort in butterfly. She has now made it
through to Division Swimming on 16 March. We wish her all the best for that
exciting day.
It was really fabulous to see the Mt Eliza Primary School Spirit alive and we
know that all the teachers who helped on the day; Mr Leonard, Mr Schuster,
Mr Miller and Ms Wheeler, were also very proud of each individual.
It really didn’t matter where the students placed on the day - everyone gave
it their best effort and left the pool knowing that they had tried their hardest.
I know that by the time our next swimming carnival comes around, so many
more students will have been doing swimming lessons and training in preparation for the next District
Swimming opportunity.
Reflections on District Swimming by Oliver G (Communication Leader)
This morning at Assembly, Oliver read his reflection to the
community:
Last Friday, 60 of our students from Years 4 - 6 took part in District
Swimming at the outdoor Pines Swimming Pool. It was great
weather as students competed in Freestyle, Backstroke, Butterfly
and Breaststroke; and the temperature of the pool was perfect for
racing. We also got to see the Freestyle relays and the medleys. A
medley is where each team member swims a different stroke out of
the four strokes in a relay. In all events, it was very important to
touch the wall, especially in relays. You need to touch the wall
before your teammate goes next or else your team would get
disqualified. There was a great atmosphere as everyone cheered
on their schools! We are all very proud of everyone who ‘had a go’ to swim 50 metres and it was an amazing
job to all those who came 1st, 2nd and 3rd as the competition was very challenging.
Farewells to Staff
It is with mixed emotions that I announce the departure of two of our much-loved office staff, Mrs Pauline
Collins and Mrs Deb Hawkins. Both of these well-respected members of staff have each been at MEPS for
over 20 years - what amazing commitment and service! Whilst it will be extremely sad to see Mrs Collins and
Mrs Hawkins leave, I know that they will also be looking forward to the next chapter of their lives and, for that, I
thank them for their time at MEPS and sincerely wish them all the best.
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Pauline and her husband will be taking on a new adventure that will see them
managing a new business on the Murray. I know that Mrs Collins is excited about their
new adventure but is also super sad to be leaving MEPS. Over the years, Mrs Collins
has touched the lives of many members of our MEPS community. She has worked in
all areas of the school including, First Aid, integration, administration and has been on
so many camps and excursions that she has lost count. She was one of the first
speech assistants when the program began in 2003 and her 1:1 work with children
has made a significant impact on their lives. Over the years, Mrs Collins has also
ensured that the staffroom has all the supplies the staff need, such as milk and
biscuits - a very important role indeed!

It has been an extremely difficult and emotional decision to retire for Mrs Hawkins as
she has been part of the MEPS community since 1987 when her first son started in
Prep. In those early days, she was always involved in so many things at the school
including reading, canteen duty, a PTA member and was even one of the original Mt
Eliza Meteor families serving on that committee for many years too. Mrs Hawkins
started working at the school as an integration aide in 2003 and eventually moved
into the Administration Office. So, MEPS has definitely been part of her life for 35
years and it will be very difficult and sad for her to leave.

We will be saying farewell to Mrs Collins and Mrs
Hawkins tomorrow. They have had a lot of fun with us over the years, and I
know that they both also would like to thank the MEPS community for the
part that you all have played in their working lives here.
We will miss them both and wish them all the best as they take on the new
challenges that this next chapter of their lives will bring.

Well, this brings us to the end of a memorable week.
Enjoy a wonderful weekend. I am off to a wedding,
so that is something to look forward to!
Kind regards,

Kim Wheeler
Principal
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PTA Report

PTA AGM Meeting
Thank you to all of those who could make our AGM on Monday evening. It was lovely to see everyone in
person again. Lots of exciting ideas for the year ahead and we look forward to sharing them with you all soon.
The four position holders for this year are as follows:
President:
Joanne Patterson
Vice President:
Scott Debernardi
Treasurer:
Katie Armitage
Secretary:
Patricia Tanasic
The Mt Eliza Primary School PTA are always looking for new members and we would love for you to join us in
2022. Membership is open to any parent or guardian of a child attending the school or any other interested
individual of the immediate school community. If anyone is wishing to join PTA, please feel free to pop along
to any of our meetings throughout the year.

MEPS 'TwosDay $22 Challenge' Fundraiser!
To celebrate Twosday 22/2/22, we have launched our MEPS 'Twosday $22 Challenge' Fundraiser! We
are currently challenging each of our students to raise $22 in 22 days. Our goal is to raise at least $5,000 to go
towards the refurbishment of our Library and to purchase playground resources.
Our 'Twosday $22 Challenge' started on the 22/02/2022 and concludes 22 days later on the 16/03/22.
We only have 13 days left of our $22 Challenge. We have been so excited to see the different creative ways
students have come up with to raise their $22 target!
Money can be delivered to the office or transferred
online
via
My
School
Connect http://www.myschoolconnect.com.au/mt-eliza-psfundraiser.
Be sure to let us know the student's name and the creative
way in which the money was raised. If fundraising for your
family is too tricky at the moment, a donation is always
greatly appreciated.
Many thanks to the PTA for the idea and I appreciate the support of our School Council and our MEPS
families.
Kim Wheeler & Joanne Patterson
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Uniform Shop Report
Fashion Clubwear:

Year 6 Hooded Windcheaters and Polo Tops

If anyone in Year 6 would like to order additional items, the online portal to order Year 6 hooded windcheaters
and polo tops will be opening tomorrow 04/03/22 and closing on the 10/03/22. Please note that orders after
this date will not be accepted by the company.
Year 6 Hoodie

$54.00 inc. GST

Year 6 Polo Top

$40.00 inc. GST

https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primary-school-year-6/
Year 4/5/6 Sports Tops
Sports top sizes 8/10/12/14/16 are now in stock for any students wishing to purchase one. Buy online or during
the shop's regular opening hours (located on page 1 of the newsletter).
Please note that these no longer have a name printed on the back and that they are only for Years 4-6.
Joanne Patterson

STUDENT ABSENCES
Save this number! 0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
If your child is, or will be absent from school, please notify us by text only
0439 454 239 by 9.00am

NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the

reason for the absence.
This is particularly important in our current pandemic environment, so we appreciate families
being vigilant with this.
-The Admin Team
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 2022!
Our Instrumental Music Program will be continuing this year with Steph Born.
-

The Instrumental Music Program is open to all year levels for guitar and keyboard, (singing
commencing at a later date). Expressions of interest are welcome.
The School Band is open to year 5s and 6s. Please use the application form links below for
more information.

Steph Born
Instrumental Music Teacher
Instrumental Program Application orm
https://forms.gle/rUpaKNFZvs1Y8MRe8

Band Audition Application Form
https://forms.gle/nKp7Dwh9ZQkTQRr76

School Term Dates 2022
Term 1:
Friday 28 January - Friday 8 April
Term 2:
Tuesday 26 April (to be confirmed) – Friday 24 June
Term 3:
Monday 11 July – Friday 16 September
Term 4:
Monday 3 October – Tuesday 20 December
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A message from your Coordinator Molly
Another fantastic week here at OSHC! Our prep friends are starting to
settle in nicely and seeing all the friendships develop is truly heartwarming. Some of our older children have been teaching them how to
play the infamous game of gaga and the prep children have been
matching their competitiveness incredibly. They’re fitting right in!

Activities coming up
•
•
•

Portrait paintings
Notebook making
Octopus

Last week, on Thursday, we started to do some paintings together for
the OSHC and they’re incredible so far! We had planned to keep them
in the room here but some of the children are so proud of their work
that they want to take them home which I could never say no to. Seeing
all the creativity flourish here is beautiful and I cannot wait for more
creative opportunities to arise.

What’s on the menu

Painting by Decklyn B

Painting by Eamon D

•

Banana pancakes

•

Wacky cake

•

ANZAC biscuits
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