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Uniform Shop
PO Box 305, Mt Eliza 3930 – Phone 9787 1385

Opening Hours
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am
School Tour – 9.30am
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm
www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au
School Council Annual Reporting Meeting - 7:00pm
School Council Meeting to follow in Staff Room
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below
School Tour – 9.30am
https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primarySchool Tour – 11.00am
school-online/
Newsletter is available on the web site address :

PTA Meeting – 7.00pm in the Staff Room
Years 1/2 Moonlit Sanctuary Excursion
School Tour – 9.30am
Term 1 concludes – students finish at 2.30pm

Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s
classroom.
Joanne Patterson
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Camp Australia
Before and After School Care
is available in the Old School
House. To register your child
please phone Camp Australia
on
1300
105
343.
Registration
is
available
www.campaustralia.com.au

online

at

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
This week’s assembly saw us introducing our 2022 Student Leaders. At MEPS, we have a number of
leadership groups that provide opportunities for our students to discover their heart to serve and to realise that
helping others is not just something they do, but it is their way of life. Today the SRC Leaders and
representatives, Communication Leaders, Sport Leaders, Library Leaders and MEET Leaders and
representatives were presented with their badges. Any student who was absent, will receive their badge on
their return.
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We support these leaders to have a strong voice in our Mt Eliza Primary School community. We encourage
them to affect change, understand issues impacting our students, to problem solve solutions and act on them
to improve our school and our environment. We look to them as role models, to be courageous and proactive
and to make a positive contribution in the decision-making process of our school. We are so proud that they
are empowered to make change, demonstrate good leadership and citizenship skills, and take pride in their
roles.
At assembly, it was also lovely to welcome representatives from Mt Eliza
Secondary College to share their experiences and views on leadership.
Ms Danni Vaughan, Acting Principal, and Year 12 leaders, Kaitlyn, Abbey
and Claire spoke to the community with great enthusiasm and shared
some pertinent messages about their individual leadership journeys.
We are looking forward to further interactions with the secondary students
throughout the year.
I spoke about how we don’t all lead in the same way. Each of us is unique, and we are all called individually to
answer the call to leadership in our lives in our own personal way. One role doesn’t fit all when it comes to
leadership. You can only lead in one way: Like You. Our Service model encourages MEPS students to answer
their call to lead. Someone with a ‘call to lead’ decides to step forward when the easier choice might be to
stand still, and they develop the ability to transform an idea into purposeful action. Our MEPS leaders are
working to make the school and the wider community a happier, more aware and more connected
environment for every member within it, and I look forward to watching them develop and grow as the year
progresses.
Prep Family Picnic
There was an amazing sense of excitement and spirit of
community at Monday evening’s Prep Family Picnic. How
wonderful it was to welcome families back onsite for a
community event after being ‘at arm’s length’ for so long. I
was so proud of our 2022 Preps who wowed the audience
with a short concert. They demonstrated confidence and
passion and lapped up the limelight with surprising ease.

Congratulations to Koa in
Prep W for being the lucky
winner of the ‘Principal for
a Day’ Raffle. I am looking
forward to sharing the role
with him as soon as
possible.
Thanks to our families as
we raised over $400 which
all go towards our Library.

A huge thanks to the Prep Team and PTA for the preparations; and for making sure that this event ran so
smoothly. A special thanks also to our student helpers who assisted on the night, Mia T, Bailey W, Ashby
P, Eliza H and Sebastian P.
It was so heartening to see our older students volunteering their time to assist our youngest members of the
school community.
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Culmination of our ‘TwosDay $22 Challenge’ Fundraiser
I want to acknowledge all the
students and families who
engaged in our recent ‘Twosday
$22 Challenge’. I am proud to
announce that our community
has raised just over $3,200 doing
a range of creative and useful
activities from home.
Well done to everyone who took
part - we are adding daily to our
‘22 Board’ outside the Library. It
was a real talking point at a
recent School Tour as well!
These funds will be added to our
Library
refurbishment
and
playground equipment plans.
‘Catching On Early’ Q&A Session Links
As mentioned last week, please find links to the resources from our recent ‘Catching On Early’ Parent Q&A
session for your reference.
Please find the link to the PowerPoint: https://mtelizaps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/MEPSCatching-on-Early-Parent-QA-2022.pptx.pdf
And here is the link to the recording of the session on our website (scroll down to the video):
https://mtelizaps.vic.edu.au/assemblies-newsletters-notices/
Advertising Maintenance Person
At the end of the term, we will be farewelling Mr Phil Cavell, who has taken care of the school’s maintenance
for over 10 years. Phil will be retiring after many years of service within our school and other local ones as
well. He will be sorely missed. We are looking for someone with a ‘tradie’ background to take on this role for at
least 1 day a week from Term 2. Please let me know if you are interested or know someone perfect for the job.
School Council
Please be advised that our first School Council Meeting for the year will take place on Monday 28 March at
7.00pm in the staff room. At this meeting, we will be holding the Annual Reporting Meeting (ARM), elections of
positions and the first meeting of the year.
In addition to our School Council representatives, members of the school community are welcome to attend.
You will need to demonstrate proof of double vaccination as well as signing in.

Over the past few weeks, we have observed a number of children feeling tired and unsettled. This is
absolutely understandable considering the challenges of the past few years. It is important to note that many
of our students haven’t had a full term of school for the past two years, if ever, particularly for those in the
Early Years. As we hit Week 10, stamina is waning and self-regulation is becoming increasingly more difficult.
In a recent professional learning session with Julie Liptak, Speech Pathologist, staff looked at resources to
assist children to regulate their emotions and their reactions using Social Thinking strategies.
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Something that might help you at home – Is there a problem? How big is it really?
Consider:
•
•

•

What is the size of the problem?
The size of the problem can be determined
by how long and how many people it takes
to sort out the problem.
Then think about whether the ‘reaction’
matches the size of the problem e.g., small
problem - small reaction.

If you have concerns about your child, some
resources for parents that may be useful include:
•

•
•
•
•

Parentline on 13 22 89 (8am to midnight,
seven days a week, every day of the year,
including public holidays)
Headspace Frankston - 03 9769 6419
headspace@headspacefrankston.org.au
eheadspace on 1800 650 890 or via https://headspace.org.au/eheadspace/
GP for advice and/or mental health plan
Kids Helpline on 1800 55 1800 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week or web counselling)

Please let your child’s teacher and/or me know if you have any concerns about your child during this period.
We are here to help.
As always, we are thinking of all families who are isolating or unwell and wish you all the best for speedy
recoveries. We are looking forward to a wonderful last two weeks of term.
Kind regards,
Kim Wheeler
Principal

PTA Report
Prep Picnic
The Prep Picnic - our very first community event of the year- was held on Monday evening. It was so lovely to
see all the families come together to see the Preps perform, and for the students to proudly show their work off
to their families. Thank you to Nick R & Zoe G from the PTA, for giving up their evening to assist with this
event. We were also very lucky to have some amazing Year 6 leaders assist on the evening selling raffle
tickets, handing out coloured stickers to help attendees ‘Find their Prep Family’ and distributing icy poles.
Thank you to Bailey W, Mia T, Ashby P, Eliza H and Sebastian P.
PTA Meeting 04.04.22
Our next meeting will be on Monday 4 April at 7pm in the staff room. All very welcome.
Easter Raffle Donations
Our very popular Easter Raffle is back! Donations of Easter-themed goodies can be left at the front office in
the box provided. Last year’s amazing raffle had over 45 prizes due to the incredible generosity of our
community.
Tickets are $2 each and can be purchased online at the following link;
www.myschoolconnect.com.au/mt-eliza-ps-raffle
‘Twosday $22 Challenge’ Fundraiser
Congratulations and thank you to everyone who participated in our $22 Twosday Challenge. We are blown
away by how many people supported this fundraiser and how amazingly creative and generous our community
really is! There were swim-a-thons, bake sales, book reading, steps challenges, window cleaning, craft sales,
car washes, harvesting of potatoes, movie nights, candle making, basketball goals and much more. Plus,
many more students who simply wanted to support the school by donating what they could, also contributed.
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The office will still be collecting cash donations until further notice. Our online link has now closed.
All children who participate or donate to our challenge will be recognised on our $22 Twosday Display outside
the library. We are working very hard to get everyone’s recognition name plates up as quickly as possible.
If anyone would like their name plate updated to include their challenge, please feel free to let Leah (Miss S) in
the office know.
Fashion Clubwear
We now have in stock Wind Jackets size 6/8/10 and 14 for anyone wishing to purchase in preparation for
those colder months ahead.
Joanne Patterson
PTA President
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FAREWELL HELGA
Dear Mt Eliza Primary School Community,
ITS TIME! I will be entering my next phase of training this weekend.
After settling into kennels, I will undergo an eye test, extremely important temperament test and xrays to check my hips and elbows.
There are 4 assessment walks I am graded on. These walks are across a range of categories including
reactions to dogs, how I respond to new situations/areas and how I react to stairs and loud noises. All
going well, I will have a further 16-20 weeks of training. I will learn all aspects of guide work including
refining obedience responses, maintaining a straight line, stopping at kerbs, avoiding obstacles,
navigating around pedestrians, locating objects and navigating escalators and travelators.
Also, I will undergo blindfold assessments (Foundation, Development and Advanced). This is where my
instructor wears a blindfold, and we go for a walk with a spotter over a set route.
If successful, I will be matched with a ‘client’ and we have 2 – 4 weeks training together. Once
completed,
my
client
and
I
graduate.
Mrs Boundy will let you know how my
training is progressing.
Being at MEPS, I have learnt to walk
up and down stairs, through
corridors,
walk
on
different
surfaces, remain calm when the
school bell rings and hear the
excited
screams
during
recess/lunchtime, sitting quietly at
PE while watching ball sports, making
my way through the lunch area
(trying to ignore all the wonderful
food smells), bird distractions and
assisting those who needed an extra
helping hand.
I will miss being part of the MEPS community, my tummy rubs and the hello’s as I made my way to class.
Best wishes for a wonderful year.
Woof, Woof
Helga x
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STUDENT ABSENCES
Save this number! 0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
If your child is, or will be absent from school, please notify us by text only
0439 454 239 by 9.00am

NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the

reason for the absence.
This is particularly important in our current pandemic environment, so we appreciate families being
vigilant with this.
-The Admin Team
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Community Announcements
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