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Camp Australia
PO Box 305, Mt Eliza 3930 – Phone 9787 1385

Before and After School Care is
available in the Old School House.
Labour Day – Public Holiday
To
register your child please
www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au
School Tour – 9.30am
phone
Camp Australia on 1300
Year 4 PLANKS Incursion
105
343.
Registration is available
Catching On Q&A via Webex – 5:00pm
online
at
www.campaustralia.com.au
Prep Picnic – 5.00pm
Newsletter is available on the web site address :

School Tour – 9.30am
Year 6 Point Nepean National Park Excursion
Regional Swimming
School Tour – 9.30am
School Tour – 9.30am
School Tour – 11.00am

School Tour – 9.30am
Term 1 concludes – students finish at 2.30pm

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below
https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primaryschool-online/
Processed orders can be collected from the office
Please remember to scan the QR code and wear a
mask.
Joanne Patterson
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
On Thursday, I thoroughly enjoyed a thought-provoking day at the Mornington Peninsula Principals
Conference. How wonderful it was to be able to meet in person as a network of principals to share successes
and discuss the many things in common between our schools. The highlight of the day were the two sessions
led by John Hattie, Ph.D., award-winning education researcher and best-selling author with nearly 30 years of
experience examining what works best in student learning and achievement. He spoke about the importance
of engagement and nominated the following as important factors for future success.
Students will need:
1. Skills to work in a group
2. Confidence that they can contribute significantly to the
group; and
3. Knowledge that their contribution to the group can lead
to greater overall value than their contribution alone.
John also talked about how, even with the work that has been done in more recent years about the process of
learning, many students still equate learning with ‘knowing stuff’. Whilst it is important to acknowledge the role
that content, facts and skills play (surface learning), deeper learning occurs when that surface knowledge is
enhanced by application and interpretation, as well as transference of that learning into new or novel areas.
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International Women’s Day
Tuesday 8 March marked International Women’s Day, an annual celebration of the
social, cultural and political achievements of women across the world. This year’s
theme has been #BreakTheBias, designed to bring conscious and unconscious bias
to the forefront. It calls on everyone to reflect on what steps can be taken to break
the bias in our workplaces and communities.
Celebrating school mums and special friends
Women of all backgrounds and identities make incredible contributions to all
aspects of life in our school and have done everything from volunteering in classes,
accompanying children on excursions and helping out in our kitchen garden
program, to taking part in more formal opportunities such as PTA and the School
Council. I thank all women in our community for their support and continued role
modelling.

TwosDay $22 Challenge Fundraiser
I am so excited and impressed by all the creative ways that students have come up with to raise their $22 in
our ‘TwosDay Challenge’. I am eternally grateful for all the efforts that children and families have gone to.
Our goal of $5,000 will help us to refurbish the Library and buy resources for the playground. To date, we have
raised nearly $1,100 which is a great start. We have until 16th March, so please make the most of the long
weekend to raise your funds or make a donation directly to our online portal https://myschoolconnect.com.au/mt-eliza-ps-fundraiser
Here are just a few of the many ways our students have earned their $22.00:
Maisie from 1L chose to bake cookies and sold them to her
family to raise money for the library. She raised $60!
Cody from 1L sold cupcakes that he made and decorated,
and did some jobs at home to make $30 for the library
refurbishment. Alannah and Phoebe sold bracelets and
biscuits!

‘Catching On’ Sexuality Education Parent Q&A
You are invited to join Kristy Lang, Javette
Westlake and me for an opportunity to find out
about our sexuality education program, ‘Catching
On’.
When: Wednesday 16 March at 5.00pm.
Click on the following Webex link:

Join Webex
Meeting for
external
users only
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Reminders:
Attendance and Arrival/Dismissal Times
-

Students should arrive at school no earlier than 8.30am.
School commences at 8.45am. Late arrivals need to check in at the office.
Recess is from 10.25am - 10.55am.
Lunch eating time is 12.35pm - 12.45pm; Play time is from 12.45pm - 1.35pm.
Students are dismissed in the afternoon at 3.15pm.
To ensure that students are maximising their time at school, please organise appointments after school
where possible.

Masks still required for Years 3 - 6
-

With a number of COVID positive
students across the school, please note
that non-exempt students from Years 3 6, as well as all staff, are still required
to wear masks when inside. As we do
not have stocks at school, please send
your child to school with some masks so
that we keep everyone as safe as
possible.

How wonderful were our Year 6s Thursday
morning, leading assembly and getting everyone
‘moving and grooving’.
We also loved the ‘action’ of Boxing Club at lunchtime. It is so wonderful to see the older children helping out.

Hoping that you all enjoy a fabulous and well-deserved long weekend.

Take care,

Kim Wheeler
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Window into the classroom with Ms Gregory
This week, we will step into the Year 3 and 4 classrooms to take a look at
some of the amazing activities they have been participating in.
On Wednesday, the Year 3 and 4 students participated in a presentation
from the Cyber Safety Project. Cyber Safety is an important part of the ICT
curriculum, and the workshop supports the discussions around digital safety
and wellbeing.
It is also a timely reminder about the use of Space Talk Watches and Phones
at school: Please ensure your child’s Space Talk watch has ‘school mode’
activated throughout the day and call the office if you need to speak with your
child urgently. It can be quite distressing for the students if their watch ‘pings’
during a quiet reading session or interrupts their learning. Also, as per our
policy, Mobile phones must be handed to the classroom teacher where they
are locked away until the end of the day.
Please take this opportunity to have a conversation about cyber safety with
your child/ren and maybe ask what stood out from the session. We know that our children are digital natives,
however, they aren’t always mature enough to understand or cope with some of the content they may be
exposed to. It is important that everyone is on the same page when we are managing the digital lives of our
children - keeping kids safe online is definitely a partnership between school and home. You might like to find
out a bit more about the Cyber Safety Project here - https://cybersafetyproject.com.au/

The Year 3 students also had the opportunity to meet with Brooke Stratton. Brooke is an
Olympian and was a silver Medalist at the 2018 Commonwealth Games. Brooke spoke to
the students about her journey and some really important life lessons- never give up,
always focus on what you CAN do and to dream big.
Last Friday the Year 4s began their Oz Harvest FEAST lessons. I had the pleasure of
joining one of the classes as the students prepared delicious fruit salad for the class and
parent helpers. FEAST is a curriculum aligned program, inspiring kids to eat healthily,
waste less and become change-makers in their local community. Like any good FEAST,
it’s
designed
to
be
fun,
engaging
and
filled
with
good
food!
Kind regards,
Hayley Gregory
Acting Assistant
Principal
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MEPS PTA 'Twosday $22 Challenge' Fundraiser!
Thank you to everyone who has already submitted their funds raised by participating in the Twosday
challenge.
Only 6 days left of our $22 challenge! We have been so
excited to see the different and creative ways students
have come up with, to raise their $22 target.
Money raised can be handed in at the office in person, or
via the classroom teacher. Alternatively, it can be deposited
directly online via the My School Connect link below.
http://www.myschoolconnect.com.au/mt-eliza-ps-fundraiser
Please remember to state your name and how you raised your money!
If you’re running out of time and would still like to support our school, you can always donate online.
Many thanks to the PTA for the idea and we appreciate the support of our School Council and our MEPS
families.
Kim Wheeler & Joanne Patterson

Uniform Shop Report – Fashion Clubwear
Grade 4/5/6 Sports Tops
Limited sizes of our sports tops are now in stock for any students wishing to purchase one. Buy online or
during the shop's regular opening hours.
Please note that these no longer have a name printed on the back and that they are only for Years 4 - 6.
Many thanks,
Joanne Patterson
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STUDENT ABSENCES
Save this number! 0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
If your child is, or will be absent from school, please notify us by text only
0439 454 239 by 9.00am

NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the

reason for the absence.
This is particularly important in our current pandemic environment, so we appreciate families being
vigilant with this.
-The Admin Team
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School Term Dates 2022
Term 1:
Friday 28 January - Friday 8 April
Term 2:
Tuesday 26 April (to be confirmed) – Friday 24 June
Term 3:
Monday 11 July – Friday 16 September
Term 4:
Monday 3 October – Tuesday 20 December

Community Announcements
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Multiple Birth Awareness Week- 20 to 27 March 2022
The Australian Multiple Birth Association (AMBA) will be celebrating Multiple Birth Awareness Week (MBAW)
from 20 to 27 March 2022. This annual, national campaign highlights an issue of importance to the multiple
birth community. Through advocacy, education and community engagement, AMBA aims to increase positive
health outcomes, awareness and equality for families of twins, triplets and more.
We invite you to participate in our special MBAW week webinars to gain
an insight into the unique needs of multiples. These webinars can also
be shared with the wider community. Our webinar schedule includes:
● Monday 21 March 2022, 8pm AEDT
Monica Rankin, Chairperson of International Council of Multiple Birth
Organisations (ICOMBO) Multiples in School: To keep together or to separate?
● Wednesday 23 March 2022, 8.30pm AEDT
Professor Mark P. Umstad AM, Director of Maternity Services at the Royal
Women's Hospital Improving Outcomes in Multiple Birth Pregnancies
● Saturday 2 April 2022, 4.30pm AEDT
Dr Katie Wood Associate Professor, Psychology at La Trobe University will
share her expertise in specific clinical twin psychology

Webinar registration is via www.amba.org.au/families/resources/webinar-series. We will also be opening up
our webinar library free of charge for the entirety of Multiple Birth Awareness Week.
Warm regards,
Julia McCarthy
President Frankston Peninsula Multiple Birth Association
0451514554
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