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Camp Australia
PO Box 305, Mt Eliza 3930 – Phone 9787 1385

Before and After School Care is available in the Old
School House. To register your child please phone
School Tour – 9.30am
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is
www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au
Year 3 ‘Come As Yourself’ Day
available online at www.campaustralia.com.au
Term 1 concludes – students finish at 2.30pm
Curriculum Day (Pupil Free Day)
Term 2 Commences – students return to school
Uniform Shop
Year 5 1000 Steps excursion
Opening Hours
ANZAC Day assembly
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am
Whole School Cross-Country
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Term 1
Newsletter is available on the web site address :
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Thu
Fri
Tue
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4
5
6
10

Mothers and Special Friends Assembly-2.30pm
Year 4 Phillip Island Camp departs
Year 4 Phillip Island Camp
Year 4 Phillip Island Camp returns
NAPLAN Commences (Years 3 & 5)

Uniforms may be purchased online – see below
https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primaryschool-online/
Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s
classroom.
Joanne Patterson
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
I really appreciated the turnout at Monday night’s PTA meeting. It was wonderful to catch up and be able to
present some of the significant happenings at MEPS.
We are working to develop even stronger connections across the school and into the wider community.
LEADERS IN OUR COMMUNITY

It was such a delight to have been invited by Acting Principal Mrs Danni Vaughan
to attend Mt Eliza Secondary College’s (MESC) Leadership Assembly this week.
I was so proud as our SRC Leaders, Eliza H and Henry J, presented the badges
to the senior leaders of MESC.
We are looking forward to many more opportunities to connect with the
secondary school.
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ANZAC Commemorations
Our SRC Leaders, Eliza and Henry, have also
done a great job this week selling ANZAC
merchandise.
During the holidays, Eliza, Henry and I will be
attending the ANZAC ceremony at the Mt Eliza
cenotaph, near the Community Centre, at 2.30pm.
You are more than welcome to join us on Monday
25 April for this ceremony if you are available. It is
always so moving to see our Year 6 Leaders lay a
wreath on behalf of the school.

MEPS - OzHarvest Victorian Launch School

We are absolutely thrilled to have been selected as
the Victorian Launch school for the OzHarvest
FEAST program (Food Education and Sustainability
Training). Through hands-on cooking experiences
and inquiry-based learning, our Year 4 students are
exploring the role that food plays in our lives and the
lives of other people in our wider society, whilst also
considering our ecological footprint. Our partnership
with OzHarvest is opening the minds and hearts of
our students, educating and empowering them as
leaders and change makers in our community.
During the holidays, a few of our Years 4 and 6
students will also be representing MEPS at the
‘Little Food Festival’ where they will be sharing their
culinary skills and knowledge on stage at Federation
Square on Thursday 21 April, at 11.00am. I can’t wait to see them in action. Please join us if you happen to be
in the city.
A huge thanks to Mrs Schulinus for organising this and for preparing our students for this incredible event.

Drumbeat Celebration

Our Drumbeat Program came to a conclusion today as the
groups performed for the community. Congratulations to the
Year 5 students who demonstrated our school values of
responsibility, respect, connectedness, resilience and
challenge as they each introduced a component of the
program, performed a variety of complicated rhythms and
showed true teamwork.

A big thanks to Lauren Johansson who has been partnering
with us from the Mornington Peninsula Shire to provide this
worthwhile program.
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‘What a Find!’ by Harper B, 6J
Our Year 6 excursion to Point Nepean last month held special significance
for me as I unexpectedly learned about my family history. As we explored
Point Nepean, completing team building tasks, one task required us to
investigate the cemetery. We had to find something unique about a
particular headstone - Margaret Ford, who passed away when she was
three years old. Her parents, James Ford and Hannah Ford (nee Sullivan)
turned out to be my Great, Great, Great, Great Grandparents! My dad had
come along with us as a volunteer and noticed that the name sounded
familiar. Mrs Westlake overheard the conversation and suggested that we
do some further research to find out more. I called my grandfather and
found out that there is more to this story, but you’ll have to click on this link
to find out - https://nepeanhistoricalsociety.asn.au/james-sandle-ford/

Prep Enrolments 2023
It’s hard to believe that our thoughts are already turning to
2023, however, our Prep enrolments for next year are
already looking strong, which is exciting. I have already
completed 10 tours this term and we have school tours
scheduled most Wednesdays during Term 2. There are other
tour dates available as well for families who are not able to
make Wednesdays. See the flyer on Page 6 of this
newsletter for the dates and times.

We will be including a Twilight Tour on Thursday 2 June commencing at 6.00pm for families unable to
make it during our day options. Please contact the office to book in for any of the tours at your earliest
convenience.
Please note that sibling enrolments are now due as we will be commencing our Transition program for
already enrolled students in Term 2. Please pop into the office for an enrolment form, download a digital
version from our website or feel free to contact me and I will send one directly to you.

Wellbeing and Engagement
This term we have been proactive in ensuring that the children’s health and wellbeing is at the forefront of our
decisions. This has meant trialling, tweaking and rethinking some programs and routines that have worked in
the past but might not be as relevant now as our students have returned to full-time onsite learning. I want to
thank our staff wholeheartedly for their flexibility and expertise as they have navigated all the joys and
challenges that the term has brought.
In addition, we have been reviewing and rewriting our Wellbeing and Engagement Policy over the past 6
months, with particular reference to current research and with support from consultants Dave Vinegrad
(Behaviour Matters) and Julie Liptak (Speech Therapist), who have been working with us to implement
Restorative Practices, Zones of Regulation and the Social Thinking curriculum. Our overarching vision is to be
a school community connected in kindness through relationships, learning and values.
Areas of note in the updated policy include a targeted focus on proactive education around social and
emotional learning implemented through, but not limited to, our Respectful Relationships program. Our policy
also highlights a positive approach towards relationship development, behaviour expectations, accountability
and discipline as opposed to a focus on punitive measures. Much of this work also reflects the responses from
parent, student and staff surveys provided in 2021.
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It is an incredibly exciting time to be involved in education at MEPS and I am optimistic that the work that we
are doing in terms of cognitive, relational and behavioural engagement will support our commitment to being a
school of excellence.

Farewelling Phil Cavill
This week we farewelled Mr Phil Cavill, a quiet achiever, who has ably maintained
our facilities for over 20 years. Highlights of Phil’s time at MEPS have been having
the satisfaction of ‘fixing many things’ that others may have given up on or thrown
out. Phil expressed that it has been a pleasure working at MEPS - he’s seen a lot of
people come and go but he has always felt a part of the community.
We’ll miss Phil and the quiet, calm way in which he gets on with things, always
looking for solutions. He’s now looking forward to retirement and relaxing on his
hobby farm, and we wish him all the best.
Next term, we welcome Mr Nick Riley to the Maintenance role.

This term has presented challenges which we have all risen to, and opportunities to celebrate our school and
community. Term 2 promises to provide further opportunities to come together to share knowledge and
experiences and continue the work.
For now, I trust you and your children are able to take a very well-deserved break over the school holidays.
While you are gone, we plan to internally paint the Years 3 and 4 building which will freshen things up for our
middle school students when they return.
My sincere thanks for your ongoing support and engagement over this past term.
Wishing you a happy and safe Term 1 holiday break.

Kim Wheeler
Principal
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PTA Report
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STUDENT ABSENCES
Save this number! 0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
If your child is, or will be absent from school, please notify us by text only
0439 454 239 by 9.00am

NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the

reason for the absence.
This is particularly important in our current pandemic environment, so we appreciate families being
vigilant with this.
-The Admin Team
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Easter Colouring Competition. Entries close Wednesday, 13th April.
Entries can be submitted electronically to peninsula@rtedgar.com.au or in person to RT Edgar Peninsula at 82 Mt Eliza
Way. Winners drawn Thursday 14th April 12noon
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