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school-online/
District Cross Country
Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s
classroom.
Camp Australia

Before and After School Care is available in the Old
School House. To register your child please phone
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is
available online at www.campaustralia.com.au

Joanne Patterson
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Principal’s Report
Dear MEPS Parents and Carers,
Hope that you are enjoying a lovely weekend.
CELEBRATING MOTHERS AND SPECIAL FRIENDS
Last week, we showed our gratitude for mothers, grandmothers and special friends through our ‘Sharing the
Joy of Learning’ Assembly and our annual stall.
‘Sharing the Joy of Learning’ Assembly

It was wonderful to see so many families on site on Monday to share our special assembly with MEPS
students. The children did a great job participating in the Assembly with each year level contributing in some
way. Congratulations to our leaders and a particular ‘shout-out’ for our Preps who yet again wowed us with
their performances. The Assembly was made even more special after such a long period without being able to
welcome our community to the school. Our Year 4 SRC Representatives shared gratitude for the special
adults in their lives.
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In Year 4, we are grateful for:
Tilly:
My mum, Zoe, because she hugs me when I am sad. That’s why my last name is ‘Hugg inson’.
Sophie:
My aunty, Alicia, because she always makes decorative things for me, like masks and
scrunchies, because she is an art teacher. She also lets me choose the fabric and I love them.
Isobel:
My cousin, Eleanor, because she is always there to talk to me and she gives me great advice.
Bill:
My grandma, Diane, because she always knits me wonderful jumpers and socks to keep
me warm in winter. They are fascinating to look at because they have wonderful colours on
them.
Macey:
My sister, Summer in Year 6, because I look up to her as a role model. I love playing different
sports in the garden with her and we make each other laugh.
Aden:
My dad, Luke, for playing soccer with me in the backyard and coaching me in different sports.
My grandad, Alen, was in the A League for soccer and my dad is a great sportsman too.
Phoebe:
My nan, Betty, because she always fills my heart with joy and kindness.
Mothers and Special Friends Stall

A huge thanks to the PTA and parent/grandparent volunteers for holding our Mothers’ and Special Friends’
Stall this week. They worked tirelessly to help the children select lovely gifts and then wrap them for you. The
stall certainly wouldn’t have been the success it was without these amazing PTA helpers and I am extremely
grateful for their continued collaboration.
It was so moving to hear the children talk about what they were going to buy and why; they certainly put a lot
of effort into their selections. I hope that you were thrilled with their gifts today!
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2023 ENROLMENTS
It has been so exciting to share our wonderful school with prospective parents. Our weekly personalised Tours
have been booked out and we have added extra days and times to suit families. Please note that we are also
offering a Twilight Tour on Thursday 2 June at 6.00pm, hosted by the Prep teachers, school leaders and
me. On this tour, families will be able to find out more about our school. If you know anyone interested, please
ask them to call the school to book as places are limited.

Sibling Enrolments
As numbers are looking strong for Prep in 2023, we are now
requiring confirmation of enrolment from our current families with
Prep siblings for 2023. Enrolment forms are available on our
website: https://mtelizaps.vic.edu.au/prospective-parents/ .
Confirmation of enrolment will enable us to make plans and
include your child and family in all the upcoming transition
activities, starting this term.
Prep 2023 Transition Plan
Throughout the year, Prep 2023 children will participate in a variety
of school transition activities and events to support relationship
building, knowledge of the school and self-confidence.
Please note the following activities will be available to all children
who have been enrolled:
• Term 2 - Zoom School sessions with the Principal and/or
Prep teachers
• Term 3 - Zoom School sessions with the Principal and/or
Prep teachers
• Term 4 - On-site transition sessions - dates to be confirmed
• Term 4 - Family STEM Night at MEPS
• Term 4 - online Prep 2023 Parent Information Night
• Term 4 December - ‘Up Day’ meet the 2023 classroom teacher and classmates
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OPPORTUNITIES
Year 4 Phillip Island Adventure Camp

Our Year 4 campers had a wonderful time at their Phillip Island Adventure Camp last week. They enjoyed
group activities and a memorable trip to see the penguins where they had front row seats. They were amazed
at how many penguins they saw! I hear that all the children demonstrated our value of ‘Respect’ in listening
carefully to instructions and supporting their friends through the various group challenges. This is wonderful
feedback. All the best to Year 6 as they head off to Camp Jungai this coming week.
NAPLAN
This coming week, students in Years 3 and 5 commence The National Assessment Program – Literacy and
Numeracy (NAPLAN). NAPLAN tests assess student knowledge and skills in Writing, Reading, Conventions of
Language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. The results of the tests provide information for
students, parents, teachers and principals and can be used to improve student achievement. In 2022, schools
are administering the assessments online with the exception of Year 3 Writing which continues to be a paper
and pencil test.
NAPLAN Online delivers numerous benefits including:
• a ‘tailored test’ design that adapts to correct and incorrect student responses providing a more precise
understanding of student achievement.
• innovative use of technology, including a more engaging test design and a wider range of item types.
• the extension of the ‘test window’ to two weeks, allowing schools greater opportunity to schedule the
tests at times that suit them best and increasing student participation.
Our students have had the opportunity to work through examples of the tests online and have all done a great
job adapting to the new format. Please note that there will be no Assembly this Thursday morning due to
NAPLAN assessments and the absence of Year 6 on camp.
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STRATEGIC FOCI
School Review
The term is flying and it is almost time for our School Review,
which commences in week 4 on Monday 16 May. As part of the
School Review process, we invite parents to participate in focus
groups that the panel will be holding on Friday 20 May. I am
calling for volunteers to take part in these sessions which will
probably be at 8.45am and 2.30pm. Please contact me
(kim.wheeler@education.vic.gov.au) if you would be interested in
taking part; I am really keen to have ‘parent voice’ as a strong
through-line of our Review particularly as Community Partnerships
continue to play an important role in the fabric of the school.
School Council Highlights
Last week, the School Council met for the second time this year. It was a great opportunity to share actions
and ideas from the various committees - Buildings & Grounds, Finance and Education. At the School Council
Meeting, we spoke about the School Review and discussed the self-evaluation that we have now completed to
reflect on our 2018 – 2021 Strategic Plan. We looked at the goals (see below) and our achievements over this
period.

A number of updated Policies were also ratified which can now be found on our website, including:
• Curriculum Framework Policy
• Wellbeing & Engagement Policy
• Statement of Values and School Philosophy Policy
We are in the process of creating a new visual document that highlights our school’s vision, mission and
philosophy and look forward to sharing this shortly. In the meantime, please find the statements that are
guiding the school now and into the future:
MEPS Motto:

‘Together we grow’

MEPS Philosophy: We believe all children have the capacity to be competent, capable and sophisticated
thinkers, with endless ways and opportunities to express themselves.
MEPS Vision:

A community connected in kindness through relationships, learning and values.

MEPS Mission:

To improve the quality of student outcomes and teaching practice by:
•

Promoting and maintaining healthy and productive relationships

•

Developing a balance between explicit teaching and guided inquiry to build the
capacity of learners; and

•

Creating a culture of collective responsibility.

In addition, the School Council ratified and/or agreed to the following term dates:
Parent Teacher Interviews
• Wednesday 22 June 1.30pm - 6.00pm. Whilst staff commence interviews, students will participate in
whole-school incursion from 1.35pm - 3.15pm, supervised by specialists and leadership.
• Thursday 23 June 3.30-4.30pm
Last Day of Term 2
• Thursday 23 June at 3.15pm
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Staff Professional Practice Day
• Friday 24 June - Students not required to attend school on this day. For Term 2, 2022, the
Department of Education and Training has provided schools with the option to hold each teacher’s
allocated professional practice day on the same day for all staff. This is to enable the most effective
and efficient use of this day. As a result, we have scheduled our professional practice day for Friday 24
June to minimise disruption to families as much as possible. Students will therefore not be required to
attend school on this day.
• ‘Pupil Free Day’ Program may be booked through Camp Australia.
Term 3 Curriculum Day
• Monday 11 July - No school for students. Staff will attend Professional Learning on this day.
• ‘Pupil Free Day’ Program may be booked through Camp Australia.
First Day of Term 3 for Students
• Tuesday 12 July
Hoping that all mums, step-mums, grandmothers and special friends are enjoying a wonderful day of love and
celebration today.
Kind regards,

Kim Wheeler
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STUDENT ABSENCES
Save this number! 0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
If your child is, or will be absent from school, please notify us by text only
0439 454 239 by 9.00am

NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the

reason for the absence.
This is particularly important in our current pandemic environment, so we appreciate families being
vigilant with this.
-The Admin Team
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