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and 1385
After
PO Box 305, Mt Eliza 3930 Before
– Phone 9787

School Care is available in the Old
School House. To register your child please phone
Newsletter is available on the web site address :
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is
Year 6 Crazy Chemicals Incursion
available online at www.campaustralia.com.au
www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au
District Cross Country
Prep Excursion to The Briars
Division Cross Country
Uniform Shop
SCHOOL PHOTOS
Year 6 ACMI & Music Vault Excursion
Year 3 Moonlit Sanctuary Excursion
Year 4 Zoo Excursion
Queen’s Birthday – Public Holiday
Regional Cross Country
Last day Term 2 – Students finish at 3.30pm
Prof Learning Day for Teachers – students
not required
Term 3
Curriculum Day
Term 3 Commences for students

Opening Hours
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below
https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primaryschool-online/
Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s
classroom.
Joanne Patterson
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
Another busy week has flown by with students engaging in activities both on and off site.
Fit and Healthy @ MEPS
Our students continue to clock-up their kilometres in Jogging Club as classes take advantage during the day
for short bursts of activity to tune-up the body and the brain. It is amazing how seriously everyone takes it and
how students love to add up each lap as they go.
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Showcasing our Preps
Preps learning about ‘Friends of 10’
Building children's fluency in 'Friends to 10' (number bonds to ten) is so important in helping to develop their
numeracy skills and creating connections with other mathematical concepts. Yesterday in Prep, students were
revising their knowledge about how numbers connect to make 10 and practising by using a variety of hands on
and written tasks. A number of children came down to my office to proudly share their work with me.

Preps and the Perceptual Motor Program (PMP)
PMP at MEPS is a movement-based program for Prep students that aims to improve the children's fitness,
balance, hand-eye coordination, gross motor skills, and self-confidence. The program also seeks to build an
understanding of spatial concepts such as in, on, under, over, through, behind, in front of, and between.

Research demonstrates that young people benefit from a perceptual-motor program in all areas: physical,
social and emotional:

● Research shows that children with adequate perceptual-motor skills have more self-confidence, greater
body awareness, and improved coordination.
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● Physical activity builds neural pathways - the connections by which information travels through the
brain. A youngster whose brain has more neural pathways will learn more easily.

● Perceptual-motor programs strengthen bilateral coordination - the ability to coordinate both sides of the
body at the same time in an organised way. Bilateral coordination is a necessary skill at school.
Students write their names with one hand while stabilising the paper with the other. They hold scissors
in one hand while turning the paper with the other. They guide a pencil with one hand while keeping a
ruler steady with the other.

● All communication skills - speaking, reading, writing, and gesturing - are motor based.
● New research in education and psychology draws a close relationship between a child's perception
(ability to process what he takes in through his senses) and their motor (movement) skills.

Based at the school, our PMP program uses a variety of equipment and focuses on engaging the students in
semi-intensive activities. We heavily rely on the assistance of volunteer parents for these sessions so
please contact the Prep teachers if you are able to help out on Monday mornings.
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Preps finding out about the school’s history
The Prep Inquiry Unit this term has students investigating all about ‘Our Place’ and considering their growing
understanding about ‘what is a place’, ‘what makes a place’ and ‘the history that makes up our place at
MEPS’.
Last week, the children gathered in the Old School House to listen to the stories of our school from Mrs
Madeleine Bryan, who has been connected to MEPS since she was a student here from the age of 5.

Mrs Bryan had lots of interesting stories to share and the children reflected on these.
We went into the Old School House and listened to Mrs Bryan. She told us all about when our school was old.
Some of the things we learned were:
●

If you fell over, you just had to rub it better - Evie

●

There weren’t any buildings. There were bushes with animals in them. - Ivy

●

No roads - Maddie

●

Preps to Year 6 were all together - Tyler

●

If the children were naughty, they would get smacked - Mabel

●

No bridge - TJ

●

There were lots of kangaroos, wombats and koalas where our classroom is today - Sassika

●

There were lots of magpies found in the trees - Matilda

●

Where Peninsula School is now, it used to be a golf course - Loa

●

Our school is now 150 years old - Jack

●

At the back of the school there were koalas - Annabelle

●

At playtime, lunch was in a brown piece of paper - Mabel

●

There was no canteen - Flynn

●

The children had milk for snack. Mrs Bryan did not like milk, but her mum made her drink it. - Ivy
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●

They played games like hopscotch - James

●

They did not have toilets, they were called ‘dunnies’. Someone came and took the bucket away every
Friday. - Tommy

●

They didn’t even have speakers in the old classroom - Albie

●

The squares on the roof were the air conditioner - Holly

●

They had a fireplace for a heater - Clover

●

They had no specialist classes - Mrs W

●

Every afternoon the children listened to the radio and did what the lady said - Cooper

●

They toasted sandwiches and marshmallows in the fire - Loa

●

Mrs Bryan found a very old painting at the tip. It is up on the wall in the Old School House now - Flynn

●

The picture is of the soldiers who were in the first world war who went to our school - Maddie

●

There were only two shops in Mt Eliza - Sassika

●

The Principal was a man - Imogen

●

The Principal was grumpy in the photo - Thomas

●

The Principal was the teacher too - Olivia

●

The children used ink to write and draw, not pencils and textas - Evie

●

Mt Eliza Primary School was the first school in Mt Eliza - Oscar

●

At one time, there were 1,000 children at our school - TJ

Senior School Mathematics Extension

In their extension Mathematics sessions with Mr Peter Skelton, students in Year 5 challenged themselves this
week to understand Parasite Numbers. So, if you’re rubbing your head like me and asking, ‘What on earth is a
parasite number?’ here’s a heads-up:
An n-parasitic number for
is a natural number such that, when multiplied by n, the decimal
representation of the result is the same as for the original number, except with the rightmost digit moved to the
front. In other words, the decimal representation undergoes a right circular shift by one place.
Ok, none the wiser? There are some of our students who actually understand these things and are working on
concepts that are well beyond the Primary Maths curriculum. Thanks to the additional tutoring made possible
through our Student Excellence funding, they are able to have access to tailored learning that is challenging
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their mathematical knowledge and application. I really want to acknowledge Mrs Amy Hille who has been so
ably coordinating this program that has grown to also include Literature extension this term. This is an initiative
that our school has specifically undertaken based on feedback from our students and families and is
responsive to individual needs.

Year 6 at Camp Jungai
On Friday afternoon, our Year 6 cohort returned from a successful three-day camp at Camp Jungai, located in
the beautiful Rubicon Valley. The focus of the three days centred around our overarching Senior School theme
- ‘Leaders of today and tomorrow’ - with a strong emphasis on First Nations cultural sessions. Site-based
cultural education officers provided a range of unique and insightful experiences for the students, including
bush tucker, bush medicine, crafts, cultural heritage and artefacts, storytelling and a cultural evening. Many of
the students left camp motivated and inspired to continue learning about our shared history.
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A huge thanks to the Year 6 team, Mrs Cathy O’Toole, Mrs Javette Westlake, Mr Phil Leonard and Mrs Marie
Boundy as well as our Year 6 parent/carer volunteers who ably assisted and supported the team.
I would like to acknowledge that the organisation of any camp is beyond challenging at the best of times, and
even more so at the moment as we are continuing to juggle the added difficulties of COVID and other
illnesses. I do want to specifically thank the staff from Years 4 and 6 who have managed two camps in the last
two weeks, providing much needed outdoor experiences for our children at this time, notwithstanding the very
difficult circumstances - a heartfelt thank you is well deserved.
Other Information
NAPLAN
Our first week of NAPLAN has gone off without a hitch, with all classes completing the suite of assessments.
We have next week to ‘catch up’ any students who were absent for Reading, Conventions of Language and
Numeracy. Unfortunately, the Writing test closed on Friday, so students will not be able to complete this next
week.
EMERGENCY DRILL
We held our Term 2 Fire Drill on Friday afternoon with all members of the school following instructions as
expected. We were all lined up at our Evacuation Point at the back of the oval in 4 minutes which was
exceptional. We will continue to use feedback from these drills to hone our procedures.
SCHOOL REVIEW
As I have mentioned previously, our school will undertake our formal School Review process starting Monday
16 May with external Reviewers joining the Leadership Team to review achievements from the previous
Strategic Plan 2018 - 2021 as well as help us to develop our new Strategic Plan that will guide our future work.
Our Review Panel consists of the following:
Reviewer

Mr Robert Miller

DET School Education Improvement Leader (SEIL) Mr Stan Szuty
Principal

Ms Kim Wheeler

School Council President

Mr Dean Charge

School Improvement Team (SIT)

Ms Hayley Gregory (AP)

Mrs Lisa Grgic (Leading Teacher & Early Years Sub School Leader)
Mrs Amy Hille (Acting Learning Specialist & Middle/Senior Sub School Leader)
Mrs Michelle Polley (Learning Specialist & Head of Inclusion and Intervention)
Challenge Partner

Mrs Melissa Wisniewski - Principal of Benton Junior College, Mornington
With over 20 years’ experience in education I have had the opportunity to work with a
number of school communities, working in areas such as Frankston North, Mount Eliza
and Mornington. As an educator, school leader and parent of school aged children, I am
passionate about fostering a student-centred learning environment, which connects
learning to our local and global communities. I believe that through the delivery of a rich,
inclusive curriculum which focuses on the development of essential skills, attributes and
attitudes we can build a strong foundation which enables students to become inquiring,
knowledgeable life-long learners. As an educational leader and fellow resident of Mount
Eliza, I look forward to working with you all during the school review.
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Challenge Partner

Mrs Danielle Vaughan - Principal, Mount Eliza Secondary College
Danni has been in education for 21 years. She spent 13 years at McClelland
College as an English and Psychology classroom teacher and Leading Teacher.
Danni arrived at Mount Eliza Secondary College 8 years ago as Assistant Principal
and has been focusing on the Authorisation and implementation of the
International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program and consistency of excellent
practice in the classroom. This term, Danni has been appointed as the Principal of
MESC and is looking forward to continuing the college’s growth and being a part of
the Mount Eliza community.

The Review Panel is requesting parent volunteers to join them for focus group sessions next Friday 20
May at 8.45am or 2.30pm.
Please contact me ASAP if you are available to join either of these sessions - your ‘voice’ is important to us kim.wheeler@education.vic.gov.au .
Please note that Mrs Linda Golding will be Acting Assistant Principal while the Leadership Team is involved in
Review meetings on Monday 16 and Monday 23 May.
Enjoy a much cooler and a little bit soggy weekend - it’s a good excuse to stay warm inside and relax.
Kind regards,

Kim Wheeler
Principal
Mt Eliza Primary School
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PTA Report
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We are aware that many students are unwell with influenza and/or other illnesses at the moment. Please
ensure that you keep the school informed about your child’s absence so that our records are accurate and that
we can support your family as needed.

STUDENT ABSENCES
PLEASE READ THIS VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Parents/Guardians are required to report their child/ren’s
absence from school by
texting 0439 454 239 by 9.00am each day your child is absent.
NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the
reason for the absence.
This information particularly important – especially during our current pandemic environment
as we have had many absences to follow up.
We appreciate families being vigilant with this.

0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
-The Admin Team
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Thank you to the following business for sponsoring our Newsletter
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