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and 1385
After
PO Box 305, Mt Eliza 3930 Before
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School Care is available in the Old
School House. To register your child please phone
Newsletter is available on the web site address :
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is
available online at www.campaustralia.com.au
www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au

SCHOOL PHOTOS
Year 3 Moonlit Sanctuary Excursion
Year 4 Zoo Excursion
Queen’s Birthday – Public Holiday
Regional Cross Country
Parent/teacher Interviews – 1.30pm – 6.00pm
Parent/teacher Interviews – 3.30pm - 6.00pm
Last day Term 2 for students – students finish
at 3.15pm
Prof. Learning Day for Teachers – students not
required
Term 3
Curriculum Day – Pupil free day
Term 3 commences for students

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below
https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primaryschool-online/
Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s
classroom.
Joanne Patterson
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
CELEBRATING EDUCATION WEEK
Last week, students and staff at MEPS celebrated Education Week.

This year’s Education Week theme, ‘150 Years of Public Education’, commemorates the past, celebrates the
present and imagines the future of education in Victoria. Education Week 2022 is an opportunity for all schools
to showcase their part in Victoria’s education story.
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As we celebrate Education Week, we are grateful for all the opportunities we have to display and celebrate our
learning. We had planned to share this at last week's assembly, however, inclement weather put a stop to that.
Thanks to videographer, Cliff Elliott, for coming to school when we decided to turn our assembly into a ‘virtual
experience’. Please check out our Education Week video - https://mtelizaps.vic.edu.au/video/

Our own incredible MEPS story started in a one-room rural schoolhouse in the late 1800s. As student numbers
increased, the schoolhouse moved from Parkdale to its present site in 1929 and is proudly considered the first
continuous primary school in the area. This building is now known as our ‘Old School House’ and it stands
proudly at the front of the school. Importantly, this building was saved from demolition in 2004 by a group of
hard working and passionate members of our school community. Thank goodness, as the ‘Old School House’
is a reminder to us of the school’s ongoing commitment to exceptional education.
Since its inception, Mt Eliza Primary School has been synonymous with a strong sense of community spirit. In
partnership with our community, we have developed a culture that reflects our five values: Respect,
Responsibility, Resilience, Connectedness and Challenge. These values are the cornerstone of what we do;
they support our approach to learning and are key to the way in which we develop respectful relationships
across the school.
It is at Mt Eliza Primary School that ex-students often speak of how they developed deep friendships that have
continued through and after school. We also have many inter-generational family members returning time and
time again as students, visitors and volunteers.
Over the years, our Mt Eliza Primary School staff have been noted for their warmth, kindness and for their
ability to inspire. One such example was Jan Tyers who taught at Mt Eliza Primary School for many years. She
particularly connected with the lateral thinking and creative students. Jan loved to challenge students’ thinking
and encouraged them to have opinions. She introduced the students to thinking programs that inspired and
supported different ways of learning. Sadly, Jan passed away in 2003 and, in her memory, the Jan Tyers
Thinking Outside the Box Award is presented each year to a Year 6 student. The willingness to embrace new
ideas has been typical of our staff. The overarching values of these early educators became embedded in the
school’s fabric: Together we grow.
We take the opportunity whilst celebrating Education Week to launch our new Philosophy, Vision and Mission
visual, underpinned by our Values.
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SOMETHING SPORTY
Last week, the Prep children were asked to bring in ‘Something sporty’
for Show and Tell. Rory from Prep C absolutely nailed the brief by
bringing his grandfather, Ralph Doubell, an Olympic gold medallist to
school! Ralph competed in the 800m track event at the 1968 Mexico City
Olympic games and won.
Ralph
told
the
students
that
although he wasn’t
the fastest runner
when he was at
Primary school, he
took more interest in
the sport as he got
older and worked
very hard to make
the Olympic team.
Rory’s grandfather would practise twice a day, six days a
week and he never gave up. Ralph brought in his Olympic gold medal to show the children along with his
splendid gold, leather, running shoes. He has even had a book written about him and his remarkable
achievements. Rory’s Grandfather is proof that with hard work and determination, you can achieve your
dreams! You can watch the race on YouTube Ralph Doubell(WR),800m.1968 Olympic Games,Mexico City - YouTube
Lunchtime Games
We are fortunate to have developed a relationship with the Mornington Peninsula Shire Youth Services with
Youth Workers, Matthew and Chloe, joining us on Wednesdays for outdoor games.
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YEAR 2 NATURE MOBILES
Year 2 children have been sharing their knowledge about nature and the world around them, creating nature
mobiles from flora that has dropped from trees or found in our neighbourhood.
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NEW ENROLMENTS
It has been so exciting to share our wonderful school with prospective parents. Our weekly Tours have been
booked out each week and we are now adding extra days and times to suit families.
Prep 2023
Please note that we are also offering a Twilight Tour on Thursday 2 June at 6.00pm, hosted by the Prep
teachers and me. On this tour you will be able to find out more about our school.
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Prep 2023 - Term 2 Transition Sessions
The children will participate in a variety of school transition activities and events to support relationship
building, knowledge of the school and self-confidence. Please note the following activities will be available to
all children who are already enrolled, commencing this term:
Term 2 Zoom School sessions

•
•
•

Week 7 - Friday 10 June @ 10.00am - Storytime with Ms Wheeler
Week 8 - Thursday 16 June @ 10.00am - Music & Dance with Mrs Wheatley
Week 9 - Monday 20 June @ 10.00am - All About MEPS with Mrs Polley

PROMOTING PROSOCIAL BEHAVIOURS
In discussions with students across the
board many have been openly sharing
with me about how they have struggled
to adapt to learning in the company of
others once more since remote
learning and all of the recent Covid
interruptions. In particular, I have
noticed an increase in attention
seeking behaviours and anxiety.
We are aiming to be strategically
proactive in our response to promoting
prosocial behaviour and, as such, have
been seeking to engage in a therapy
dog program. Mrs Marie Boundy is
working hard to work through the
process and brought ‘Raquel’ to visit
students last week.

Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or the school if you have any concerns during this period.
Kind regards,

Kim Wheeler
Principal
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PTA Report
To-Do-Day Tuesday
This Tuesday, May 31, we will be holding
our first To-Do-Day Tuesday for the year. All
parents and carers are welcome to stick
around after drop-off for a chat and catch up
while we help the school with odd jobs such
as contacting books and laminating class
resources.
Please meet in the Old School House at
8:50am. Younger siblings are most
welcome.
Mothers’ & Special Friends Day Stall
Thank you to all those who helped with our
stall this year. We were so grateful for all the
parents, carers and grandparents who gave
up their time to help wrap all the special gifts
chosen by the students.
Thank you to the PTA members who helped
with the setup, the pack down and of course
the selling of the items.
Special thanks to Zoe Grey who coordinated
the stall and spent many hours preparing the
amazing selection of gifts on offer this year.
Election Day BBQ, Bake Sale &
Briquettes Sale
Thank you again to our community who
showed great support for this year’s election
BBQ, Bake sale & Briquette sale. We are
pleased to announce that we made over
$1,800.
Big thanks to Kelli Seal who coordinated this
event, and another special thanks to Madeleine in the office for assisting on the day.
Joanne Patterson
PTA President

National Volunteers Week
In recognition of National Volunteers Week which was 1622nd May we’d like to thank everyone past and present,
who volunteers at Mt Eliza Primary School. Be it in the
classroom with reading groups, to baking delicious
goodies for the Election Stall, we thank you, and
appreciate everything that you do for us at MEPS!
All staff at Mt Eliza Primary School
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STUDENT ABSENCES
PLEASE READ THIS VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Parents/Guardians are required to report their child/ren’s
absence from school by
texting 0439 454 239 by 9.00am each day your child is absent.
NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the
reason for the absence.
This information particularly important – especially during our current pandemic environment
as we have had many absences to follow up.
We appreciate families being vigilant with this.

0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
-The Admin Team
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Thank you to the following business for sponsoring our Newsletter
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