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Camp Australia
PO Box 305, Mt Eliza 3930 – Phone 9787 1385

Before and After School Care is available in the Old
School House. To register your child please phone
Whole School Cross-Country
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is
www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au
available online at www.campaustralia.com.au
Mothers and Special Friends Assembly-2.30pm
Newsletter is available on the web site address :

PTA Mother’s Day stall
Year 4 Phillip Island Camp departs
PTA Mother’s Day Stall
PTA Mother’s Day Stall
Year 4 Phillip Island Camp
Year 4 Phillip Island Camp returns NAPLAN Commences (Years 3 & 5)
Year 6 Camp Jungai – Bus departs 8.00am
Year 6 Camp Jungai – Bus returns 4.30pm
District Cross Country

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below
https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primaryschool-online/
Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s
classroom.
Joanne Patterson
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to Term 2. Hope you all enjoyed a wonderful break.
House Cross Country
Today’s House Cross Country was such a wonderful day with great spirit! I appreciate the significant efforts of
all staff, student leaders and parent volunteers to make this day so successful. We managed to complete all of
the races in fabulous time and the weather was perfect, thank goodness.
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A big, big thanks to Mrs Tracy McLaughlin for her amazing organisation and running of the event; to Mr Brent
Schuster for his course knowledge and behind the scenes assistance with the 'hares'; to Mr Phil Leonard for
his MC and DJing skills; Mrs Jodie Croft and Mr Sathiya Veerappan for their expert marshalling at the finish
line and recording of the top 10; to Marie Boundy for her care in tending to those in First Aid; Mrs Linda
Golding and Mrs Amy Hille for their photo expertise; all of our teachers who supervised their Houses with
enthusiasm and great energy; to our incredible and encouraging Sport Leaders, they really did demonstrate
our values in action; our office staff and a special thanks to our helpful parent volunteers who gave their time
to assist today. It was a big team effort and super successful as a result.

It was wonderful to see the students really living our school values to take on the Cross Country challenge with
‘resilience’ and ‘connectedness’ in the way they demonstrated House spirit. These are the special events that
bring our community together.
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ANZAC Commemorations
It has been a very memorable week, starting on Monday 25 April,
where our SRC Leaders, Eliza H and Henry J, joined Mrs Westlake
and me in representing the school at the Mount Eliza ANZAC Day
Ceremony in the Village. I was so proud of our Year 6 leaders who laid
a wreath on behalf of the school.

Year 5 Excursion
Year 5 students enjoyed the connections they made on their 1000 Steps excursion on
Thursday where they attended an ANZAC ceremony and joined their teams to
complete the 1000 steps challenge. Everyone made it to the summit which was the
goal and I know that they all enjoyed a refreshing gelato at the end of the climb.
It was wonderful to hear how respectful our students were as they listened to the
ANZAC stories surrounded by such a magical location. Many thanks to the
enthusiastic Year 5 parent volunteers who ably assisted on the day.
MEPS ANZAC Assembly

We concluded our ANZAC Day commemorations at our Thursday morning assembly. I shared the story of
Villers-Bretonneux, a village in France whose citizens continued to keep a promise, made a century ago, to
never forget the Australians who saved them in World War I. If you go to the village, you will notice a school on
Victoria Street, just near the intersection with Melbourne Street, and the local school is called Victoria School.
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In the school hall, you will find all the Australian flags, and the road signs on the streets warn of kangaroos,
wombats and koalas crossing, even though none of these animals can be found on the roads of France.
Victoria School was built in the years after the war. It was a gift to the
children of Villers-Bretonneux from the school children of Victoria
(Australia), who donated money when returned soldiers told them
about the devastation of the village and felt that contributing to
rebuilding the school would be an important way to continue the help.
Ever since the school opened, Victoria School has taught the students
about how Australian soldiers saved the town and all the children to
this day promise they will never forget Australia. They have kept that
promise for over one hundred years. An interesting twist to the story
occurred in 2009 after devastating bushfires raged across Victoria.
When the children of Villers-Bretonneux heard that the Black Saturday
bushfires had destroyed three schools in Victoria, they decided to help.
Like the children in Victoria over one hundred years ago, they and their
families raised $20,000 to help rebuild the school at Strathewen. The
story is a reminder of how the connections of friendship, loyalty,
connectedness and resilience, like the ANZAC story, lives on.
Community Connections
In promoting connections across our community, we also welcomed Mr Dean Charge, our School Council
President, who read ‘The Ode to the Fallen’ and Year 9 student leader Flynn O’Day, from Mt Eliza Secondary
College, to participate in the formalities. Flynn read a moving rendition of the poem, ‘In Flanders Fields’. Flynn
was particularly excited about taking part in our ceremony as he had attended MEPS during his primary school
years.
Exciting New Early Years Initiative
This week we launched our new nature immersion program with YMCA Camp Manyung. We know that our
young people have been through a lot in the past two years and current research is telling us that being
immersed in nature is the best remedy for trauma and anxiety, as well as being the best way to promote
curiosity, deep learning and the cultivation of prosocial behaviours. Our first Year 2 class to jump into this new
program had a ball! Working with Kim, the YMCA Ranger, 2G explored the local bush and used their senses to
investigate and work like scientists. We are so looking forward to seeing this program develop throughout the
term with each class spending three full days each at Camp Manyung under the three lenses: bush, beach
and indigenous culture.
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New Shade Sails
You will have noticed our new shade sails at the front of our school. A huge thanks to Katie and Matt Armitage
for assisting me with the initial grant application for these shade sails from the Department of Health. Not only
do they look great, but the function is to shade a previously highly exposed area of the school so that students
now have appropriate UV protection at pick up time.

Over the holidays, we completed the internal repainting of our Years 3 and 4 block. It has really refreshed the
space! Our Uniform Shop has also had a new coat of paint. We had some new garden beds created and have
started discussions with the architect about our new Discovery Garden, which will be a sensory space for our
children and families to enjoy. The proposed site for this is the current area with the black bark between the
new Year 1/2 building and the Old School Hall. I look forward to the work commencing; we have been advised
that completion will be early in 2023. The Discovery Garden will be made possible through our successful
grant application in 2021 that truly was a community effort. So good to see that our hard work will be paying
off.
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Introducing Barbara Rogers
We are so excited to welcome Barbara Rogers to the
Administration Team. Barbara commenced at MEPS this week
and has been learning the ropes brilliantly. Barbara comes to us
from the Early childhood sector where she has worked in
marketing and customer relations. She is the mother of three
teenagers and loves to sing. Barbara lives locally and is thrilled to
now be part of the MEPS community. Please say hello if you pop
into the office or if she answers your phone call.
Mornington Peninsula Shire is currently hosting the DRIFT arts
festival until May 1. Here is the link to all of the
activities/performances/exhibitions/workshops being held over that
time in venues across the whole of the Peninsula: Program DRIFT Arts Festival. This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate
innovative art and culture activities which have been so affected
by the lockdowns of the past two years. Maybe there will be
something that interests you this weekend!
I am looking forward to welcoming all mothers, grandmothers and special friends to Monday’s Special
Assembly at 2.30pm on the oval, weather permitting, where we will share the joy of learning at our school as
well as celebrate the amazing female role models in our community.
Enjoy the weekend and take care,

Kim Wheeler
Principal
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STUDENT ABSENCES
Save this number! 0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
If your child is, or will be absent from school, please notify us by text only
0439 454 239 by 9.00am

NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the

reason for the absence.
This is particularly important in our current pandemic environment, so we appreciate families being
vigilant with this.
-The Admin Team
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