
1 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                  

                                                   

        
 

PO Box 305, Mt Eliza  3930 – Phone 9787 1385   

Newsletter is available on the web site address :   

 www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au 

 

on the web site                                                                                                                                                                             

 

  
                         
 

 
22 July 2022  

 

DIARY 
Term 3 

July 
Mon 
Tues 

25 
26 

School Tour – 9.30am; PTA Meeting 7pm 
Y1 Immersion Prog; Children’s Uni Launch Y3/4 

Wed 27 Oz Harvest Feast Launch  
Thurs 
Fri 

28 
29 

Year 4M & 4S Gymnastics program begins  
Prep 100 Days of School; Y4 Game Jam 

August 
Mon 
Wed 

1 
3 

School Council Meeting @ 7pm 
Australian Maths Competition 

Wed 3 Prep Scienceworks excursion 
Mon 8 Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp 
Wed 10 Hooptime Basketball 
Wed 17 Year 4 to 6 Athletics Carnival 
 

 

Camp Australia 
 
Before and After School Care is available in the Old 
School House. To register your child please phone  
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is 
available online at www.campaustralia.com.au 
 

Uniform Shop 
 
Opening Hours  
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am 
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below 
 

https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primary-
school-online/  
 

Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s 
classroom.  
 

Joanne Patterson 
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator 
 

 
Principal’s Report 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

I have been hearing about all the ‘action’ at school last week from ‘iso’. Although Covid hit me much harder 
this time, thank goodness my symptoms are improving and I will be back at school next week. I want to 
sincerely thank Ms Hayley Gregory, Acting Assistant Principal, for her amazing leadership throughout the 
week. In addition, a huge thanks to Head of Inclusion and Intervention, Mrs Michelle Polley, for her assistance 
as well as the rest of the School Improvement Team, Mrs Amy Hille and Mrs Lisa Grgic. I am so proud of our 
incredibly talented leaders at MEPS. 

 

In the spirit of improving programs, this week a number of our 
students took part in a DET feedback session regarding the 
Victorian Student Excellence VHAP Program led by Deloitte 
Access Economics.  
 
The evaluation aims to identify the impact of the Student 
Excellence Program initiatives in supporting schools to both 
provide an appropriate learning environment and build teacher 
capability to support high-ability students. 
 

 

MEPS Newsletter 
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MESC ‘Matilda Jnr’ Production 
 

Last week the Years 4, 5 and 6 students had the opportunity 
to walk over to Mt Eliza Secondary College and be part of the 
audience for their production of ‘Matilda Jnr’. A number of our 
students provided their thoughts on the show. 
 

Sienna Year 5 - “A magical performance. You could see 
Matilda’s mind control when a cup of water fell off the stage 
and writing began to appear on the chalkboard.” 
Lulu Year 5 - “It was an incredible performance. It was funny 
when Matilda called Mrs Trunchball a ‘big fat bully’. The 
whole audience started laughing.” 
Rupert Year 5 - “The PE lesson included a lot of funny 
humour. Matilda was my favourite character. You could tell 
the effort and hard work she put into the performance.” 
Eve Year 6 - “I thought it was exciting to visit MESC and see 
their production. It was performed at a high level and I could 
tell that they worked really hard. The choreography and 
musical numbers were amazing.” 
Willow Year 4 - “I loved the performance. It was great that we 
met the cast at the end of the performance, and we could ask 
them questions.” 
Finn Year 4 – “I thought it was cool that so many people got 
to perform. They told us at the end that they wanted as many 
people as possible to participate.” 
Miles Year 4 – “It was the first play I have ever been to. It 
was very funny, and I really enjoyed it.” 

 
 

Year 3 Future Focused Incursion 
 

The Year 3 students had a visit from the Digital Technology Team (Mr Charles Stuart, Design & Digital 
Technologies Leading Teacher) and some students from Somerville Secondary College (Years 7, 8 and 9) to 
introduce them to MicroBits.  
 
Coding, collaboration and problem solving were amongst just some of the skills the students are developing 
during these sessions, and they are just the types of skills that our students will need as Future Focused 
citizens. 
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OzHarvest FEAST Launch 
 
 

On Wednesday 27 July, MEPS will be celebrating the official 
launch of our OzHarvest FEAST program. Our students are 
looking forward to sharing their knowledge and 
demonstrating their creative cooking skills to invited guests 
during this special Victorian schools launch event. Students 
in Year 4 will be showcasing their amazing new cookbook as 
well.  
 

We are so proud of the Middle and Senior School students 
involved, as well as our staff who have enthusiastically 
embraced this program. A special thanks to Mrs Fiona 
Schulinus who has dedicated significant time and effort to 
embedding this program at MEPS. 
 

 
 

Middle School OzHarvest FEAST Program by Fiona Schulinus 
 

Arriving in middle school, with a genuine love for our precious planet, our students grow their understanding 
that our Earth is a living system that we humans are a part of. The natural transition into the OzHarvest FEAST 
program (Food Education and Sustainability Training) in the Middle Years, sees our learners becoming 
increasing aware of the role that they play in this fragile balance. With a strong sense of ‘why’ they love their 
home and its’ creatures, they have a genuine and passionate desire for protection. 
 

Despite the overwhelm and urgency of the climate crisis and the increasing knowledge that food waste feeds 
climate change, the FEAST program is centred in the solution space. It comes from a place of hope and 
optimism, finding agency and inspiring activism. Our learning in the Middle School is about empowering our 
young people to convert awareness into action. 
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The FEAST program sees our learners develop skills to nourish their bodies with good healthy food. Minds are 
activated as they discover the story of their food to their plates and a sense of passion is evoked as students 
learn that they are in control of the story. 
 

They begin to realise the connection between food waste and climate change. When considering the talk in 
the media, the political debates, the problems of today weighing on the leaders of the future, the FEAST 
program removes the overwhelm and creates attentive, compassionate young people who have a clear 
understanding of what actions they can take, now. They know what they can do to move forward together, 
towards a better future. 
 

Knowing that every single action adds up, the learning in Middle School is future focused. Individuals ask the 
questions, what can we do? And the power of collective effort is realised. Students become inspired and go 
home and into their communities and have courageous conversations. They are understanding their social 
power as consumers, and they share this learning with the people around them. 
 

Through food, a basic human need, our students see how their lives are connected with people in their 
community, in their country and globally. Students discover issues that people are experiencing among them, 
around them and across the planet with food security. The realisation that some people have plenty, that 
plenty of good food is going to waste, and that there are so many hungry bellies, compassion is ignited in our 
young people. 
 

The FEAST program is values-embedded education. It provides everyday actions that we all can do for the 
benefit of each other and the planet. Ronni Kahn AO, the founder of OzHarvest, is a true advocate for the 
notion that if you have plenty, then give and share. This philosophy aligns with our own MEPS values. Our 
Year 3 cohort are commencing their OzHarvest FEAST program this semester and are enjoying getting 
‘hands-on’. 
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Child Safe Standards Changes 
Victoria’s Child Safe Standards are a set of mandatory requirements to protect children and young people from 
harm and abuse. The Child Safe Standards commenced in Victoria in January 2016. After six years, we have 
seen how the Standards improve safety for children and young people. Changes have been made to make the 
Standards even stronger. The new Child Safe Standards came into force on 1 July 2022 and organisations 
now need to comply with these new Standards. Families and members of the school community are invited to 
provide feedback on any areas relating to the child safety and wellbeing policies and practices at MEPS, so 
please do not hesitate to contact me regarding this. We are currently reviewing and updating our Policies to 
reflect the new Standards and these will be available on our school’s website for your reference - 
https://mtelizaps.vic.edu.au/about-us/#policies 
 
Parent Communication 
With the challenges of last year’s lockdowns and the current disruption due to illness, we have noticed an 
increase in children being a bit less resilient than they may have been in the past. As parents, it is important to 
take the time to listen to their accounts of the day and respond accordingly. If you feel that you need to follow 
up on anything with the school, please follow the communication flowchart below by contacting the teacher 
involved so that things can be resolved quickly and smoothly. Further information can be found in our 
Complaints Policy - 
https://mtelizaps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/2021-Complaints-Policy-1.pdf 
 

 

Staff News 
 

Next week we welcome back Mrs Melissa Shalagin and Mrs Katherine Dalton from their Long Service Leave. 
Ms Hayley Gregory will be in NSW coaching the School Sport Victoria Under 15 Girls Team in the Australian 
Football Championships. Mrs Michelle Polley will be Acting Assistant Principal next week. 
 
 

I also wanted to share that teacher, Mrs Christine Down, has tended her resignation. I know that you will join 
me in wishing her all the best as she leaves teaching and redirects her focus. Over the past few years, 
Christine has taught a number of groups through the Tutor Learning Initiative, as generalist classroom teacher 
and leading wellbeing sessions. I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely acknowledge Christine’s 
incredible service to the school over the past sixteen years. She has made significant connections with 
students, staff and families during her time at MEPS and will be dearly missed. 
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Gemma Porter Fred Hollows Year 4 Presentation 
 

Late last term, students were immersed in a presentation by one of our amazing Year 4 parents, Gemma 
Porter. Gemma shared her experiences working for the Fred Hollows Foundation and her visits to Ethiopia, 
connecting the Year 4 Inquiry learning of 'How can we be changemakers for our planet' with current real-world 
application. Gemma spoke about how the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals drive the work of 
the Foundation every single day. Our Year 4 Future Focused students are understanding how the independent 
but interconnected SDG goals, are carefully designed to give all of humanity a better future. 
 

 
 
Jolly Soles Sock Fundraiser 
 

Back by popular demand! 
In our efforts to improve our school services and facilities, the PTA continues to strive to raise funds 
throughout the year. These fundraising efforts are very reliant on the support of the school community – so 
your participation is greatly appreciated. 
After the success of our Jolly Soles Fundraiser in 2021, the PTA have decided to run this fundraiser again. 
Each box of socks will cost $77.00 with $30.00 of that being a donation to the school. Each pair of socks will 
be sold for $5.50 which you may purchase yourself or on sell to family or friends. 

I can attest to the quality and, a year on, my kids 
are still wearing them (see left). As a family, we are 
now looking forward to purchasing a box of the new 
styles! 
This year we are allowing families to choose the 
exact size allocation for their mixed design box. 
Please list the number of each size that would like 
in the text box, ‘sock type preference’, when placing 
your order. Please remember that it must add up to 
14 pairs of socks. If left unspecified you will receive 
the standard assortment which is 1 x X-Large, 4 x 
Large, 5 x Medium, 2 x Small & 2 x Extra Small. 
If you would prefer not to participate in selling 
socks, you may like to donate $30.00 directly to the 
school and, therefore, you will not receive a box. 

To order or donate please follow the link; www.myschoolconnect.com.au/mt-eliza-ps-fundraiser or scan the 
QR code. Orders close Sunday 7 August. If you have any questions regarding this 
fundraiser, please feel free to reach out to Joanne Patterson, 0407 537 775. 
 

To celebrate this fundraiser, we will be having a SILLY SOCK DAY later in Term 3 
where the children can show off their Jolly Socks! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

 

Year 1 Nature Immersion 
 

Our Year 1 students commenced their nature immersion program last week with Kim Schroder from Camp 
Manyung expertly guiding them through a series of senses experiences.  
 

Our beyond the gates program sees some of our youngest learners developing their connections with place on 
Boon Wurrung country. It is an authentic holistic program, grounding our young people. They are learning the 
names of the birds that create the birdsong and getting to know the plants and trees that clean their air. They 
are learning the need to protect, repair, restore and regenerate. Our young people are discovering the awe 
and wonderment of our natural world. 
 

  
 

Year 1 have also been experimenting with coding using the Bee Bots, which is a perfect starting point for 
teaching young people about control, directional language, programming and problem solving. 
 

 
 

Staying Safe 
 

Since last week’s newsletter, the health recommendations have changed regarding mask wearing. The 
Department of Health now strongly recommends that face masks are worn in indoor settings. Face masks are 
mandatory for those aged 8 and over who are household contacts and attending school. Face masks are 
strongly recommended for staff and students aged 8 and over when indoors but are not mandated. For our 
children, the decision lies with families. The Department of Health have indicated that wearing a mask is 
effective in reducing the transmission of COVID-19, influenza and other infectious diseases which is not just 
relevant for the safety of your child/ren but also important to consider as we have a number of vulnerable 
students and staff in our community. I am also keen to keep the spread of illness at a manageable level across 
the school so that there are minimal disruptions to the students’ educational programs. As a result, please 
keep your child at home if they show any signs or symptoms of illness. 
 

Please note that we will also be handing out another round of Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) next week, so let 
the office know if your child does not require a box. 
 

Looking forward to catching up on Monday. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

 
 
 
 

Kim Wheeler 
Principal 
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PTA Meeting Dates 

 

The following meeting dates have been added to the 2022 PTA Calendar: 
 
20 June 10 October 
18 July   25 July  7 November 
15 August 28 November 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
STUDENT ABSENCES 

 
PLEASE READ THIS VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
Parents/Guardians are required to report their child/ren’s 

absence from school by 
texting 0439 454 239 by 9.00am each day your child is absent. 

 
NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the  

reason for the absence.  
 

This information particularly important – especially during our current pandemic environment as we have had many absences 
to follow up. 

 
We appreciate families being vigilant with this. 

 

0439 454 239 - Please SMS only 
 

  -The Admin Team   
 

 
A friendly reminder from the bus companies 

 
As we have commenced Term 3, we felt it timely to provide the following safety reminders for students, staff 
and families: 
  

1.       Face masks are still mandatory by law on buses as they are deemed public transport. All children     
over 8 years of age and all adults must wear a face mask when on a vehicle. 
2.       Seat belts must be worn when the vehicle has them. 
3.       Passengers must be seated and not walking around the vehicle. 

  
These three simple points are important for passenger and driver safety. 
  
We look forward to serving you in Term 3! 
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CLICK HERE TO PURCHACE TICKETS 
 
 

Music Lessons  
 

   Looking for music lessons for your child? 
 
Find out more information by clicking the form below:  
Instrumental Lesson Application Form 
 
 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop  
 
 
The Second-Hand Pool will be opening this term every 2nd Thursday morning (9am-9.30) in the foyer 
of the old hall. All items are $3 and it is cash only. Donations are also always appreciated. 
Opening dates: 21 July, 4 August, 18 August, 1 September and 15 September.  
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