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Camp Australia
PO Box 305, Mt Eliza 3930 – Phone 9787 1385

Before and After School Care is available in the Old
School House. To register your child please phone
PTA Meeting - postponed
Camp
Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is
www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au
School Tour – 11:00am
available
online at www.campaustralia.com.au
Year 1 Nature Immersion program begins
School Tour – 9:30am
School Tour – 9:30am; PTA Meeting
Uniform Shop
Year 4M & 4S Gymnastics program begins
Opening Hours
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Australian Maths Competition
Prep Scienceworks excursion
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below
Hooptime Basketball
https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primaryschool-online/
Newsletter is available on the web site address :

Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s
classroom.
Joanne Patterson
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to Term 3 at Mt Eliza Primary School. I hope you have all had an amazing holiday and are ready
for an action-packed term.
At Assembly on Thursday morning, one of our Communication Leaders, Oliver G, shared this welcome:
“We warmly welcome everyone to the new term.
We especially welcome new families and friends to the MEPS community.
You’ll be interested to know that 10 new students started this week,
so, I hope you are all having a positive start to your MEPS experience.
We are grateful for a wonderful school and all the opportunities that we are looking forward to this term,
including Year 5 Camp, the OzHarvest Launch, House Athletics Carnival, Book Week Parade, the Whole
School Concert and senior production and much, much, more.
We look forward to the opportunities to learn, work and play together.”
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We also spoke about how last week’s NAIDOC Week provided us with an opportunity to further our learning
and understanding. This year’s NAIDOC Week theme is a call to action to create change - for many of us to
listen more deeply and understand First Nations’ cultures with an open heart and mind. Students in 4F led the
whole school through an interactive Acknowledgement to Country that respectfully acknowledged the Boon
Wurrung/Bunurong peoples on which our school lies. A sincere thanks to 4F for sharing their morning
acknowledgement with us all.

Ziggy in Year 6 then spoke to the school about the importance of language and how, since colonisation, many
of the 250 Indigenous languages and 800 dialects have been lost. First Nations peoples are reviving their
languages and sharing them with their children and the wider community, so they live on in future generations.

We reflected on some inquiry questions that might help us to learn more:
• Who are the Traditional Owners of the Country on which the school is located?
•

Do you know the name of their language/s?

•

Can you say any words in First Nations languages?

•

Why is learning First Nations peoples’ languages important?
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Holiday Works
Adventure Trail - sponsored by the PTA
Situated outside the Prep area is a new adventure trail specifically designed to encourage gross motor
coordination and also as a ‘brain break’ opportunity. All of our students have access to this trail which has
had lots of children trying it out!

Welcome to the Nature Nook Outdoor Learning Space
Our gardener, Stephen Schneider, and Maintenance staff, Nick Reilly, worked hard on the holidays to create a
new access point to our ‘Nature Nook’ as well as building seating for a natural outdoor learning space. A huge
thanks to Stephen who has donated his time and materials to the school as his passion is to see children
learning and being immersed in nature. Thanks Stephen, this is a wonderful gift! Our Year 1 students will be
using this space quite a lot this term as they engage in their Nature Immersion program with Kim Schroder
from Camp Manyung.
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Redevelopment Next Door
Our Year 5 MEET Representatives shared information about the tree removal next door, explaining about the
environmental and safety impact of the pine trees and the plans of the Developer and Council moving forward.

Callista - Many of you would have noticed the big change to our school over the holidays. The pine trees that
lined our school have now been removed. Whilst this may seem like a bad thing to be removing trees, it is
actually a positive.
Eva - The trees that lined our school were an invasive species, meaning they are not native to Australia. The
problem with pine trees is that no native species of plants can grow under them. This means that it will not
attract native birds.
Tilly - On top of this the trees had become very unstable and dangerous after last November’s storms. MEPS
and our neighbours who own the property with the trees did not want to put any students at risk of being
injured, so they had to be removed. Whilst we in the MEET feel bad about any tree being removed, we are
encouraged by the fact that this area will be regenerated with native trees that will encourage native birds and
insects to the area. Further, our efforts with the Red Room Poetry writing have seen MEPS display our
commitment to tree planting and sustainable practices through our amazing writing.
Greetings From Mrs Madeleine Bryan
Mrs Madeleine Bryan has been
travelling around the world lately
and, before she heads back to
school this week, has sent her
greetings from New York. We
are all envious of all the
amazing experiences she has
had and look forward to hearing
all her news shortly.
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Mt Eliza Primary School is excited to present The Show Must Go On! Tickets are not available through the
school front office and MUST be purchased through the Frankston Arts Centre by phoning (03) 9784 1060.
Tickets cost $28 and children under 10-year cost $15. We look forward to seeing you there!
https://artscentre.frankston.vic.gov.au/Whats-On/Events-directory/Mt-Eliza-Primary-School-The-Show-Must-Go-On
Year 6 Parliament Convention by Eliza, Teddy and Henry Year 6
Late last term, we were invited to represent the school at the State Parliamentary Convention. We took a trip
up to Melbourne Parliament House on Tuesday the 14 June. The day started at Frankston train station at 7am
in the morning. When we arrived at Parliament, we were first greeted with the famous tile floor. One of the
Parliament officers said that it was the biggest of its kind. When we first entered the Legislative Assembly the
Parliament officers directed us to the front row. We were very lucky to get such good seats to watch the event.
The debate on the day that we were involved in was ‘Should State or Federal governments be in charge of
schools and education?’.
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Everyone was invited at lunch to visit the Legislative Council. The chamber was all red carpet because the
Queen is only aloud on the red carpet. So, she’s not allowed on the green carpet in the Legislative Assembly.
It was much fancier than the Legislative Assembly. At the front of the chamber was a velvet red chair, only the
Queen or Governor General are allowed to sit on it. If a debate passes the Legislative Assembly, then it is
brought to the Legislative Council. If it passes that, then the Governor General has to approve it.

There were many schools attending from all across Victoria. When it came to speech time, it was very
interesting listening to every school’s arguments. Teddy made a speech on behalf of MEPS; the speech was
very strong, and he did a great job. In one of the sessions Dr Natasha from Melbourne University shared
different reasons for both sides. She talked to us about how to debate strongly and convince others. When it
came to the vote, almost everyone agreed that State should be in charge of schools and education. The day
was a great experience particularly for the insight into how Parliament works. Thanks to Mr Leonard for
accompanying us – it was a great day!
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Principal for a Day – Welcome Koh from Prep W
Earlier in the year, Prep student Koh won the ‘Principal for a Day’ Raffle and finally the day has arrived for Koh
to experience life as the Principal. He has been involved in welcoming students and families, doing some
‘work’ in the office, delivering letters, making announcements over the loudspeaker, visiting classes and doing
yard duty. Thanks to Jackie in the canteen for donating a special morning tea and lunch for our new Principal.
It has been a very productive day indeed!
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Year 6 Lightning Premiership
After a much-anticipated wait, our Year 6s headed off on Friday morning to represent the school in the Winter
Lightning Premiership, competing in Hockey, Netball, Soccer and Australian Rules Football. Everyone put in
100% as they braved the arctic wind in some venues. Thanks to our staff who assisted – Cathy, Phil, Javette,
Amy and Tracy.
Soccer - X Division played three hard fought games. The team got better and better and really adapted to the
different style of play needed by the last game. They won a game and came 3rd overall.
Hockey - Collaborated as a team and played with a smile. They improved out of sight between the first and
second games and gave each other encouragement all the way.
Netball – A Team won 1 game and drew with Overport PS overall. There was some spectacular defending! B
Team won 2 games and tried really hard. There were some great interceptions.
Australian Rules Football – Played impressively throughout the tournament. Won 3 out of 4 games and came
2nd overall. The effort, enthusiasm and resilience of the team was outstanding.
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Staying Safe
As you would be aware, following advice from the Acting Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government
recently announced changes to the pandemic orders.
As part of the changes, from 11.59pm Friday 24 June 2022, parents and carers who have COVID-19 can
transport their non-COVID-19 children via private vehicle to their primary or secondary school when an
alternative person is not available to assist. This means that parents and carers are able to leave COVID selfisolation to take their non-COVID-19 child to school or school holiday programs via a private vehicle.
The parent or carer must travel directly to and from the school only. They must remain in the vehicle at all
times, unless it is reasonably necessary to leave the vehicle to walk the child to and from the entrance of the
school safely. They must wear a face mask at all times.
Family members are asked to continue reporting positive COVID-19 cases to both the Department of Health
and our office via phone or email.
You must also let the school know if your child is a close contact. Students who are close contacts and want to
attend should still take 5 RATs over 7 days and wear a face mask whilst indoors if they are aged 8 years or
over. RATs are available from the school office for families who require them.
Students should continue to stay home if they are unwell, even if they test negative on a RAT. Thank you for
your support as we continue to make these adjustments.

Enjoy a wonderful week.
Kind regards,

Kim Wheeler
Principal
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PTA Meeting Dates
The following meeting dates have been added to the 2022 PTA Calendar:
20 June
25 July
15 August

10 October
7 November
28 November

STUDENT ABSENCES
PLEASE READ THIS VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Parents/Guardians are required to report their child/ren’s
absence from school by
texting 0439 454 239 by 9.00am each day your child is absent.
NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the
reason for the absence.
This information particularly important – especially during our current pandemic environment as we have had many absences
to follow up.
We appreciate families being vigilant with this.

0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
-The Admin Team
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