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DIARY

Camp Australia

Term 3

August
Mon
Tues
Wed

8
9
10

Thurs
Mon
Tues
Wed
Tues
Wed
Thu
Tue

11
15
16
17
23
24
25
30

Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp - departs
Year 1 Beyond the Gates nature program - IL
School Tour – 11.00am
Hooptime Basketball
Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp - returns
Year 6-7 Transition Acceptance Slips due
Year 4 Gymnastics
PTA Meeting
Year 1 Beyond the Gates nature program - IG
Year 4 to 6 Athletics Carnival
Year 1 Beyond the Gates nature - ID
School Tour – 9.30am
School Tour – 11.00am
Whole School Concert – Frankston Arts Centre

September
Thu
Mon

1
5

Tues
Wed
Wed

6
7
14

School Tour – 11.00am
School Tour – 9.30am
Year 1 Beyond the Gates nature program - IL
Year 1 Beyond the Gates nature program - IG
School Tour – 9.30am
School Tour – 9.30am

Before and After School Care is available in the Old
School House. To register your child please phone
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is
available online at www.campaustralia.com.au

Uniform Shop
Opening Hours
Monday 8 – UNIFORM SHOP CLOSED TODAY
Wednesday 10 – 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below
https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primaryschool-online/
Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s
classroom.
Joanne Patterson
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
Last week was mega, with learning happening on and off site. Our Preps jumped on buses to head off to
Scienceworks on their highly anticipated excursion. They all had a brilliant time, and a huge thanks to the
teachers and parent volunteers for helping to make it such a success.
Charlie: Wednesday was a fun day. We got to go on an excursion to Scienceworks. I was very excited about
going on the bus. I enjoyed racing against Cathy Freeman and saving goals in the sports section. We got to
watch a movie on the bus on the way home. Some of us even fell asleep.
Montana: We went to
Scienceworks. It was
a long bus drive. We
made houses with
blue blocks. My team
was ‘Team Bananas’.
We
made
music
by stepping
on
the circles. All the
Preps were there. It
was so much fun!
Thank you, family
helpers and teachers.
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‘Fred’s Big Run’ Year 4 Initiative

After the terrific session with Gemma Porter last term, Year 4 students and staff took advantage of the
Commonwealth Games to support the work of the Fred Hollows Foundation, continuing Fred’s Hollows’ legacy
to restore sight. Last Friday, they joined in the ‘Fred’s Big Run’ event as a Year 4 team. Throughout the day,
they challenged themselves to keep active and added their jogging club kilometres to the challenge.

If you wish to make a donation to the Year 4 team, you can do so using this online link:
https://www.fredsbigrun.org/fundraisers/year4mtelizaprimaryschool
Year 5 Buddy Sharing
As part of their preparation for this week’s camp to Sovereign Hill, Year 5 students created dioramas based on
Australia’s history of immigration and the Gold Rush. The Year 5 cohort presented their creations and shared
their knowledge to their buddies in a mini-expo last week.
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Important Changes to the Child Safety Standards

The Victorian Government has announced new Child Safe Standards to further strengthen child safety across
organisations, including schools. The new standards recognise the critical importance of families and the
broader school community in maintaining and promoting child safety and wellbeing.
Mt Eliza Primary School has reviewed and updated our child safety policies and procedures to ensure they
meet the requirements of the new standards. These were recently ratified at our School Council meeting on
Monday 1 August and are available to view on our website - https://mtelizaps.vic.edu.au/about-us/#policies
Relevant Child Safety Policies include:
•

Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy

•

Child Safety Code of Conduct

•

Child safety Responding and Reporting Obligations Policy and Procedure

•

Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy

•

Bullying Prevention Policy

•

Volunteers Policy

•

Digital Learning Policy

•

Wellbeing and Engagement Policy

We welcome volunteers at school. Many of our events and activities could not be held without the generous
time and resources of our community volunteers. As volunteer processes have been updated as a result of the
Child Safe changes, please note that all volunteers at school from now on will have to read through the
Volunteer Induction Pack, signing the Confidentiality page and providing a current Working with Children’s
Check to the office before undertaking any volunteering at school. You can find the induction pack at this link https://mtelizaps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Child-Safety-Induction-Pack-2022.docx-1.pdf
We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing, and welcome
feedback from families and members of our school community on ways we can further strengthen our child
safety policies, procedures and practices.
If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact me via email kim.wheeler@education.vic.gov.au
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National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day - ‘My Dreaming, My Future’

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are born into stories of their family, culture, and Country. They
carry with them the songlines of their ancestors and culture, passed down by generations. Their Dreaming is
part of our history, while their futures are their own to shape. Last week, Jack from Prep W, shared his stories
with the class and we are so grateful to be able to share these with you too.
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SRC News by Leaders, Henry and Eliza
Some of you may not know that the school sponsors a child in Africa through World Vision, an association that
helps children to access education and important resources. We have been sponsoring a child named
Boston, who lives in a small country called Burundi. He is in Year 1 and has two sisters and two brothers. The
population in his country on average lives off $1.90 a day and 78% of the population has no access to safe
drinking water. Boston’s favourite chore at home is to collect water from a well and carry it back to his home.
It has recently been Boston’s birthday and we would like the school to celebrate it with him. During our recent
SRC meeting, we’ve been discussing ideas on how we can celebrate. The most popular idea was to set up a
message board so that classes and families could post a short message for Boston. As we organise the
message board, please don’t hesitate to take the initiative to start writing messages and give them in to the
office. Thank you from Eliza and Henry and the SRC.

Respect and Kindness
In Assembly, I shared our school’s Vision statement which
highlights how we, as a school, are seeking to develop a
community of kindness.

Our Year 6 Communication Leaders then shared some of the
challenging behaviours that they have noticed particularly on
the yard, and how we need to work on this together so that
everyone’s experience at school is positive.
Ashby - The definition of respect is ‘due regard for the feelings,
wishes or rights of others’, which basically means having empathy
for your peers and treating them kindly. Treating others with
respect is absolutely essential and important now and for later life
in our community.
Ewan - Recently in our school yard, the Communication Leaders
have noticed some disrespectful behaviours and put downs being
shared between students. The so called ‘banter’ or ‘trash-talk’ can be very damaging to one’s self-esteem.
Although you may believe it is a joke and you don’t mean to hurt someone’s feelings, it can still have a
negative impact.
Bailey - We all need to respect others by using compliments, using your manners and accepting each others’
differences. Treat others the way you want to be treated. Being nasty or mean to each other isn’t acceptable
online, nor is it acceptable in the school yard. Think before you act so that you have a positive impact on your
peers.
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Academic Opportunities

Jasim - Year 6 Communication Leader
Last week, MEPS joined in the Australian Mathematics Competition. We had 97 students participate from
Years 3 - 6 which is 35% of this cohort - amazing! We want to acknowledge Mr Schuster who did most of the
organisation and Sathiya who helped with logistics on the day. All the students demonstrated the school
values on the day. They showed:
Challenge: by challenging themselves and answering the hard mathematical questions.
Resilience: by staying resilient throughout the whole time.
Responsibility: all the students were responsible in the way they approached the test.
Connectedness: showing their connectedness to Mathematics.
Everyone did a great job. Here are some reflections from Raya and Katie from Year 4.
Raya:
Doing
the
Mathematics
Competition
was nerve wracking at first
because we only had one
hour to answer 30 questions
that were super hard.
Surprisingly, once I got
started, it was quite a lot of
fun adding, subtracting and
there were lots of other
problems to solve too!
Completing
the
Maths
Competition was definitely a
highlight of my year and an
amazing
experience
to
enjoy. Next year I hope
even more students will be
participating
in
the
Australian
Mathematics
Competition.
Katie: The Mathematics Competition was an amazing way to test our mathematical skills. The questions
started off easy, but they got harder as we went along. I loved doing it with my friends and, at the end, I was so
proud of myself and others for entering. We had calculators as well. I loved doing the Australian Mathematics
Competition; it was definitely a highlight of my school years.
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Building Work
We are constantly trying to improve our school environment and facilities. Last year, after an extensive grant
application process, we were successful in receiving a grant that has provided us with a significant opportunity
to build a Sensory Outdoor Learning Space. As you can see from the design below, we have completed the
initial architect’s design process and are now waiting for the Department’s VSBA (Victorian School’s Building
Authority) to approve the plans before going out to tender. As you can see from the photo of 1L under the new
shade sails, we have also been able to take advantage of a shade sail grant to cover this new outdoor learning
space. Look out for ground breaking soon on the rest of the project.

Hooptime - Basketball in Action by Sport Leaders Kiki, Bayla, Summer, Josh and Lachie
Next Wednesday the Year 6 Hooptime teams are going to Frankston Basketball
Centre to play against the local teams in a friendly competition. In the middle of
last term, interested students decided to test their luck and try out for this year’s
Hooptime team. In the last couple of years, we haven’t been able to compete in
Hooptime due to Covid, so it’s extra great that we get to do it this time. After the
teams had been decided, we started training every Tuesday in the BER. Mr Miller
challenged us to do our best and keep working hard. We practised dribbling,
defensive and offensive moves, lay-ups and building teamwork. We are so
excited for the future basketballers of MEPS. We were put into teams between 7 10 players. There were a variety of teams - a future stars team, mixed and two all-stars teams. We are very
excited to participate, and we want to give a thank you to Mr Greg Miller for giving us the opportunity to play
and for ensuring that we are prepared on the day. Well done to the Year 6s who have put in the hard work to
make our teams amazing!
Looking Towards Science Week

The school theme for the Week 6 2022 National Science Week is Glass: More than meets the eye. It is based
on the UN International Year of Glass. It will celebrate the many roles that glass plays in our lives – from
phone screens to optical fibre to glassware in labs – plus investigating glass as a part of our sustainable
future. The uses for and intrinsic nature of glass in science make it a suitable topic for investigation across all
strands of science education.
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During last week’s assembly, The MEPS MEET leaders, Savannah F and Jack S, shared some important
information that has a direct impact on environmental science in our own community. In addition, Marine
Ambassador, Eva, also shared an opportunity regarding an upcoming webinar to launch Science Week.

The MEET Team wants to say a huge thanks to the MEET Reps, teachers and students in each class for their
efforts to keep our paper recycling bins free of contamination. This is having a big impact on our paper
recycling and the time taken to sort through bins on a Monday morning, not to mention the long-lasting effects
for our planet.
We have noticed that there is a lot of rubbish floating around the school yard, which has been even more
noticeable in the wild windy weather lately. After a clean-up in the yard on Wednesday, we have found lots of
chip packets and muesli bars wrappers. Just a reminder to bring NUDE Food to school in your lunch box,
and avoid taking any packaging you have out into the yard.
The Marine Ambassadors would like to invite students and teachers to join a free webinar hosted by Parks
Victoria Marine Rangers. This is being run on Monday 15 August as part of Science Week, highlighting how
Parks Victoria uses Science to protect the marine environment and how students can help care for our unique
marine ecosystem. Students will also be encouraged to become scientists and nature conservationists through
participation in a marine based citizen science program.
Upcoming Book Week

Just a heads-up that we will be celebrating Book Week in week 7, with our Book Week Parade and
Assembly scheduled for Thursday 25 August. You might want to start preparing costumes for the parade
so that you are ahead of the game - not like me, sorting a last-minute costume the night before which always
ends in tears (mostly mine)! More information to come.
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Jolly Soles Sock Fundraiser Extended to Wednesday 10 August!

Get in fast as our Jolly Soles fundraiser closes this week!
Join me in purchasing a box. My family and I are keen to see the new 2022 designs.
This year, families are able to choose the exact size allocation for their mixed design
box. Please list the number of each size that would like in the text box, ‘sock type
preference’, when placing your order. Please remember that it must add up to 14
pairs of socks. If left unspecified you will receive the standard assortment which is 1
x X-Large, 4 x Large, 5 x Medium, 2 x Small & 2 x Extra Small.
If you would prefer not to participate in selling socks, you may like to donate $30.00
directly to the school and, therefore, you will not receive a box.
To order or donate please follow the link; www.myschoolconnect.com.au/mt-eliza-psfundraiser or scan the QR code. Orders close Wednesday 10 August. If you have any questions regarding this
fundraiser, please feel free to reach out to Joanne Patterson, 0407 537 775.
To celebrate this fundraiser, we will be having a SILLY SOCK DAY later in Term 3 where the children can
show off their Jolly Socks!

I want to wish the Year 5 cohort all the best as they head off to Sovereign Hill camp on Monday. I know that
they will have a fabulous time joining the Costumed School. As part of this program, students are in the charge
of ‘Ma’am’ or ‘Sir’ who are strict, all knowing and the embodiment of 1850’s Victorian authority. It will definitely
be a different experience for all the students; one that they remember for many years.
Wishing you a wonderful week.
Kind regards,

Kim Wheeler
Principal
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PTA
The following meeting dates have been added to the 2022 PTA Meeting Calendar:
15 August
7 November

10 October
28 November

Donations for our Fathers’ & Special Friends’ Day Stall
We have already begun working on our upcoming Father’s & Special Friend’s Day Stall. Donations for this stall
are always appreciated whether it be items to be sold as gifts or items for wrapping. Please leave donations
with the ladies at the front office.

EduMarking Adventure Trail
Thank you to everyone who has supported our fundraisers this year. We are proud to have provided the
students with a fun Adventure Trail which was installed over the term break. I know lots of students (and
parents) have already enjoyed this new addition to the schoolyard!
Joanne Patterson
PTA President

Jolly Soles PTA Fundraiser and Silly Socks Day Reminder
Thank you to all the families who have
already placed orders or donated so far.
New designs available as well as some old
favourites!
Our first batch order has already been
placed so we should start receiving some
of our boxes soon.

Order yours today.
www.myschoolconnect.com.au/mteliza-ps-fundraiser
Orders close Wednesday 10 August

STUDENT ABSENCES
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PLEASE READ THIS VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Parents/Guardians are required to report their child/ren’s
absence from school by
texting 0439 454 239 by 9.00am each day your child is absent.
NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the
reason for the absence.
This information particularly important – especially during our current pandemic environment as we have had many absences
to follow up.
We appreciate families being vigilant with this.

0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
-The Admin Team

A friendly reminder from the bus companies
As we have entered the beginning of term 3, we felt it timely to provide the following safety reminders for
students, staff and families:

1. Face masks are still mandatory by law on our buses as they are deemed public transport. All
children over 8 year of age and all adults must wear a face mask when on a vehicle.
2. Seat belts must be worn when the vehicle has them.
3. Passengers must be seated and not walking around the vehicle.
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CLICK HERE TO PURCHACE TICKETS

Music Lessons

Looking for music lessons for your child?
Find out more information by clicking the form below:
Instrumental Lesson Application Form

Second-Hand Uniform Shop
The Second-Hand Uniform Shop will be opening this term every 2nd Thursday morning (9am-9.30)
in the foyer of the Old School Hall.
The next dates for sales are - 18 August, 1 September and 15 September.
All items are $3.00 (cash only). Donations are also always appreciated.
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