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15 August 2022  

 

DIARY 
Term 3 

August 
Mon 15 7pm PTA Meeting - POSTPONED 
Mon 15 SCIENCE WEEK 15 – 19 August  
Tues 16 Year 1 Powered by Play program – IG 

Children’s University Passport Presentations 
12pm - 2023 Prep Zoom School 

Wed 
Mon 

17 
22 

Year 4 to 6 Athletics Carnival @ Mornington 
BOOK WEEK; PTA Meeting 

Tues 23 Year 1 Powered by Play program – ID 
Wed 24 School Tour – 9.30am 
Thurs 25 Book Week Assembly and Parade @ 9am 
Thu 25 School Tour – 11.00am 
Mon 29 Whole School Concert Rehearsal @ school 
Tue 30 Whole School Concerts – Frankston Arts Centre 

@ 10am and 7pm 
September 
Thu 1 School Tour – 11.00am 
Mon 5 School Tour – 9.30am 

Year 1 Powered by Play program - IL 
Tues 6 Year 1 Powered by Play program - IG 
Wed 7 School Tour – 9.30am 
Wed 14 School Tour – 9.30am 
 

 
Camp Australia 

 
Before and After School Care is available in the Old 
School House. To register your child please phone  
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is 
available online at www.campaustralia.com.au 
 

Uniform Shop 
 
Opening Hours  
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am 
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below 
 

https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primary-
school-online/  
 

Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s 
classroom.  
 

Joanne Patterson 
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator 

 
Principal’s Report 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Congratulations to Josh S and Summer A who were the Regional Finalists of the ‘Say Yes to Respectful 
Relationships’ Poster Competition. The 2022 theme was ‘Respectful relationships start with you’ and over 
1200 students participated from across Australia. To recognise their significant effort, Summer and Josh 
received certificates and prizes from Faber Castell. Their posters are on display in the office area; well done! 
 
 

 

MEPS Newsletter 
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Our Year 1 students took their learning ‘Beyond the Gates’ last Tuesday as they interacted with nature along 
the Earimil Creek Reserve. The engaged eagerly and investigated just like scientists. 
 

 
 
Hoop Time Sports’ Leaders Report 
 

Josh S – Last 
Wednesday, the Year 
6 Hoop Time teams 
went to Frankston 
basketball centre to 
play against the 
local teams in a 
competition. I was 
lucky enough to be in 
the All-Star Team. 
 

The boys’ team lost 
the first game and 
won the other four, 
and we did very well 
to get into the grand 
final. However, at the 
last minute, the other 
team got a three-
pointer and won the 
game! Unfortunately, 
the girls’ All-Star team didn’t get into the finals, but they tried their hardest and had fun.  
 
 

Macy S - We had three Future-Star Teams - Energy, Eagles and Elephants. All the teams did amazingly well. 
Energy played against the district teams and nearly made it to the semi-finals. Eagles got all the way to the 
semi-finals, and it was so close; they even went to overtime! Sadly, they lost. Then Elephants made it all the 
way to the grand final. And they won! All of our teams did so well.  
 

On behalf of the Hoop Time students, we would like to thank Mrs O’Toole and Miss Roberts for being 
spectacular coaches. A huge thank you to Mrs McLaughlin for coaching and organising the event for us. And a 
very special thank you to Mr Miller who trained us every Tuesday and coached us amazingly well. 
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Year 4 Making a Difference 
 

As I mentioned last week, the Year 4 team have recently connected their Future Focused Friday activities to 
the Commonwealth Games and the Fred Hollows Foundation’s, ‘Fred’s Big Run’. Here is an update from Kit 
and Sophie as to how it went. 
 

Kit P (4S) - On Friday 5 August all the Year 4 students dressed up in green and gold inspired by the 
Commonwealth Games. In the morning, we had lots of activities to choose from such as drawing, crafts and 
watching the Commonwealth Games highlights. After snack we did rotations - my favourite was hockey. 
 
Sophie S (4S) - As part of the day, the Year 4s set themselves a goal to run 250 km combined. We spent 25 
minutes doing laps of the oval and, in the last 2 minutes of the day, we reached our goal, ending up with a total 
of 254 kms! 
 

 

Taking Our Learning Further 
 

Wow! What amazing initiative Sadbh and Katie have demonstrated! Masterfully led by Sadbh, the girls set up 
a bake stall recently to raise funds for the Fred Hollows Foundation following on from the recent focus on this 
Foundation at school. They raised $30 in a short time frame and had a great time in the sunshine! Well done 
on this incredible demonstration of altruism. 
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Year 3 OzHarvest FEAST Program Begins 
 

Year 3 students, staff and parent volunteers enthusiastically commenced their OzHarvest FEAST program last 
Friday. It was great to see everyone so engaged and excited to enjoy the delicious Peach Parfait at the end of 
a collaborative and productive session. 
 

 
 
 
Why not try out our delicious recipe 
at home? 
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Year 5 Sovereign Hill Camp 
 

Last week, students in Year 5 had the opportunity to learn all about the 1850s at Sovereign Hill. They joined 
the Costume School which allowed children to get a feel for life in another era.  
 

 

 
Sam G 5H - On the first night, all of Year 5 went to a show called the AURA light show at 8pm. It was already 
dark when we started to walk over to the show. The show was split into three parts. The first part was in 3-D 
with 3-D glasses. We all got given 3-D glasses and then went to the theatre. The theatre was massive. I went 
to the second row. It was absolutely amazing! It was all about how the universe was created. Then, we got 
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taken outside. There were these really cool buses, but they had no windows. The second part was outdoors, 
and it was quite cold but it didn’t matter because we were so excited. At first, it was hard to picture how the 
next part would be told. It turns out that it was projected onto a bush and a stage. It was an aboriginal 
Dreamtime story. It was about how things were created. Then we took the ‘no window’ buses to a different 
indoor theatre. It was heated, so it was toasty warm. The next part was projected on a cool sliding thing and 
then it was projected onto tents and shops. This one went for 45 minutes and it was about life on the goldfields 
before, during and after the Eureka rebellion. It was really cool. I learned a lot from the experience. From the 
first part, I was marvelled at how the world was created, in the second part, I gasped in awe at how many good 
stories come from the Dreamtime, and in the third part, I got shocked by how life changed on the goldfields 
changed due to the Eureka Stockade. If you go to Sovereign Hill, make sure you take advantage of this 
experience. 
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Luke C 5S - At the Year 5 Sovereign Hill camp we went on a lot of tours about 
mines, gold and lots, lots more, but today I will be covering the Gold Pour tour.  
 

All the costumed schools walked into a big, dark room with lots of seats for all 
the students, teachers and parent helpers. In the room there was a lady 
wearing all pitch black. There was a vague high-pitched humming noise, 
almost like a ringing in your ear, but not as loud. There was a furnace and 
some other blacksmith tools. The lady had already prepared the gold nugget 
for melting. She melted the gold and then poured it into a metal mould. She 
took out the 24k gold bar. To show us how hot it was, she quickly scraped a 
short wooden stake across the bar. The stick ignited into flames instantly. She 
told us it would take 2 hours to cool down by itself, but luckily, she was able to 
just put it in cold water. 
 
When the gold bar had cooled down, she picked it up and showed us. It was 
VERY shiny. She asked one student from each costumed school to come up 
and hold it. The lady asked them to give her one word to describe the bar. When she picked someone from 
MEPS to tell her about it, the student described it as rough. The lady was looking for another word, which was 
very funny. But the next student said it was shiny, which made the lady feel better. The tour had ended, so we 
all walked out the door, going back outside. The Gold Pour was definitely one of my favourite tours. 
 
 

 
 

Berk Ç 5H - During our time at Sovereign Hill, we learned a bunch of methods, which are all based around 
finding gold. Gold panning and the cradle are simple methods that extract gold. If we used the panning method 
correctly, we were guaranteed gold. These methods extract gold leaf; that is not exactly worth a lot. Most of us 
succeeded, however, there were some of us who didn’t have the best fortune. Some of us decided to do a 
partnership and use the cradle. The cradle isn’t the best method to extract gold leaf, but it still can be used. 
The cradle can be a one-person job, but this path wouldn’t get you much gold. We had the choice to go to the 
mines. Some claustrophobic kids didn’t want to go. We went onto a tram, to go 60 feet underground. First, we 
saw a gold nugget. Some of you may be questioning whether this nugget is real or not, but it actually was, and 
it was named the Welcome Nugget.  
 

To elaborate on the experience, we learned about reefs of quartz rocks. We saw a widow maker. A widow 
maker is a machine that drills holes into the earth. Back in the olden days, people spent hours making just 2 or 
3 holes to place some gunpowder into. This drill makes holes much quicker. After you had to place gunpowder 
in the holes to make smaller quartz rocks which were much more pleasant to crack open to find gold. 
However, this machine came at a great cost. This machine was extremely loud, so after 6-7 months of using it, 
you would be severely deaf. Also using this machine led to glass collecting in your lungs. After a while your 
lungs wouldn’t be able to restore their ability to work. The tram ride was pitch dark, and some people didn’t find 
it pleasant at all. We learned that 24 carat is pure gold without some other metals. 18 karat gold contains 75 
per cent gold and 25 per cent other metals; most of the time, copper or silver. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

MEPS Athletics Day – Wednesday 17 August 
 

We are looking forward to holding our 2022 MEPS Athletics Day. It has been a number of years since we have 
held this day and I know that students can’t wait for an opportunity to take part. Please note that the focus of 
the day is on ‘participation’, with every entrant earning 1 House point for the aggregate Athletics Shield. 
 

8.55am - Buses depart school. Please ensure that your child is at school by 8.45am. 
 

9.15am – Students arrive at Mornington Athletics Park. They go to their House area and have a light snack. 
Whenever students are not competing, they need to sit in their allocated house area OR stay with their group 
watching them compete at their event. Students never to be inside the track area OR outside the House safe 
areas. 
 

 
 
All Things Literary 
 

Inspired by Book Week in Week 7, there are a number of Literacy-
related events coming up in the next couple of weeks at MEPS: 
  
‘Write a book’ MEPS Book Week Challenge 
We are calling on any budding authors to grab a pencil or start 
tapping away on your keyboard as we have a fabulous ‘Write a 
Book’ competition closing soon. 
 
This competition closes on Friday 19 August, so entries must be 
submitted to classroom teachers by then. All entries will be read by 
our Literacy Priority Team and there will be a number of winners.  
 
Prizes will be announced at our Book Week Parade Assembly on 
Thursday 25 August. 
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The Great Book Swap 
This event is an initiative by the Indigenous Literacy Foundation, and proceeds from the sale go to supporting 
literacy (in various forms) within remote Indigenous communities throughout Australia. The Swap will be held 
on Friday 26 August in the Prep spare classroom. Students need to bring a gold coin or more on the day in 
order to buy a pre-loved book.  
Please note that we will need your pre-loved books to make this happen, so please take this opportunity to 
clear out some well-loved books and bring them into school, this week and next. Thanks to the PTA who will 
be assisting us to run the swap.  

Book Week 22 - 26 August 

As I mentioned in last week’s newsletter, it is Book Week in Week 7. As with past years, we will have a 
parade, where students dress up as book characters. Our whole school parade will be on Thursday 25 August 
in conjunction with our morning Assembly commencing at 9.00am on the oval. If weather permits and we are 
able to hold this parade outside, parents will be welcome. 
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MEPS Whole School Concert and Senior School Production 
 

Just like 1D in the photo below, all classes are practising every day for our much-awaited Whole School 
Concert and Senior School Production of ‘Robin Hood’. We will be holding a full run-through at school on 
Monday 29 August. This will NOT be a Dress Rehearsal, except for a few characters from ‘Robin Hood’ and 
those students will be advised prior. 
 

 
 

In order for our performances to be successful, please note the following important information:  
• Two performances @ 10.00am and 7.00pm on Tuesday 30 August 
• Shows will be held at Frankston Arts Centre 
• Parents are not able to collect their child until the performances have concluded 

 

 

Morning Performance @ 10.00am Evening Performance @ 7.00pm 
Students to be dropped off in the main Foyer of the 
Frankston Arts Centre between 9.15am – 9.30am. 

Students to be dropped off in the main Foyer of the 
Frankston Arts Centre between 6.15 – 6.30pm 

There will NOT be a bus from school to the Arts Centre 
in the morning. 

 

Students to arrive in full costume, hair and make-up. Students to arrive in full costume, hair and make-up. 
Children to bring backpack with snack, lunchbox, water 
bottle, uniform and bag to put costume in afterwards. 

Children to bring backpack with snack, water bottle, 
book/quiet games (i.e., cards; UNO – NO DEVICES) 

Students will be transported back to school by bus at the 
end of the performance. 

Students will wait in the greenrooms until the end of the 
performance. 

Students will change into uniform back at school. Parents will need to sign out their child on collection. 
 
Enjoy a fabulous week. 

Kind regards, 
 

 
 
 
Kim Wheeler 
Principal 
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PTA  

 

The following meeting dates have been added to the 2022 PTA Meeting Calendar: 
 
15 August – POSTPONED to 22 August @ 7pm 10 October 
7 November 28 November 
 
Donations for our Fathers’ & Special Friends’ Day Stall 

We have already begun working on our upcoming Fathers’ & Special Friends’ Day Stall. Donations for this stall 
are always appreciated whether it be items to be sold as gifts or items for wrapping. Please leave donations 
with the ladies at the front office.  
 
 
Joanne Patterson 
PTA President 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
STUDENT ABSENCES 

 
PLEASE READ THIS VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
Parents/Guardians are required to report their child/ren’s 

absence from school by 
texting 0439 454 239 by 9.00am each day your child is absent. 

 
NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the  

reason for the absence.  
 

This information particularly important – especially during our current pandemic environment as we have had many absences 
to follow up. 

 
We appreciate families being vigilant with this. 

 

0439 454 239 - Please SMS only 
 

  -The Admin Team   
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PARKING AT THE FRONT OF THE SCHOOL – URGENT REMINDER 

Please be reminded - Double Parking on the service road at the front of the school is not legal as well as 
being extremely dangerous. Parking Attendants from Mornington Peninsula Shire patrol this area regularly and 
will not hesitate to fine offenders. 

PARKING WHEN WITCHES’ HATS ARE OUT 
 
Excursions to venues outside the school are usually noted in the diary on the front page of our weekly 
newsletter so parents should be aware that on those days there will be buses parking on the service road. 

Unfortunately, we recently had an incident where witches’ hats had been put out on the service road for a 
returning bus from an excursion, but due to double parking in front of the witches’ hats, the bus could neither 
park nor enter the service road, and had to park on Wooralla Drive; thus creating an extremely dangerous 
situation for our students and staff. 

The service road at the front of the school is not school property and is controlled by the Mornington Peninsula 
Shire. We understand that parking is a problem at MEPS as it is at most schools during peak hours.  

We ask that parents be patient and considerate and follow the guidelines provided below. 

SCHOOL PARKING AT FRONT OF SCHOOL – ARRIVAL / DEPARTURE GUIDELINES 

Students are supervised at the front of the school in the morning from 8.30am until 8.45am and in the 
afternoon from 3.15pm to 3.30 pm. Access to the carpark at St James’ Church and the carpark on the corner 
of Nepean Hwy and Canadian Bay Rd are good options and eliminate the need to drop off or pick up at the 
front of the school.  

If you are parking out the front, please park your car correctly and collect your child/ren accordingly. Do not 
beckon your child or double park. 

Children must not run between parked cars. 

There are 3 designated parking areas in the Wooralla Drive service road: 

Kiss & Go: 
Kiss & Go is a No Parking area where you can pull in and either drop off or collect your 
children. The line marking is painted red to match the sign.  

N.B. No Parking means you can stop (for only 2 minutes) but not get out of your car.  

Wait A While:  
This zone has a 15 Minute parking restriction with orange  
line marking to match the signs. 
 
Stop & Chat: 
This is the area for All Day parking and has green 

  line marking painted to match the signs. 
 
 
The service road area is not a car park: it is a registered thoroughfare. Parking is only permitted in the marked 
bays. A stationary car with the engine running and driver present, waiting for a parking bay to become vacant, 
is considered illegally parked as it is not against the kerb. Please do not double park. Offenders are regularly 
ticketed by Shire Parking Officers. 

NOTE: Arriving after 8.40am and closer to 3.25pm is often much clearer. 

STUDENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO ENTER THE STAFF CAR PARK AT ANY TIME. 

Parent’s cars are not permitted to enter the school grounds or staff car park 
Traffic in this area is a serious potential hazard for students. The car park is reserved for staff parking and drop-off / pick-
up of students only with prior permission from the Principal. We appreciate your support with safe parking practices. 
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CLICK HERE TO PURCHACE TICKETS 
 



15 

 

 
 

 



16 

 

 
Music Lessons  

         
Looking for music lessons for your child? 

 
Find out more information by clicking the form below: 

Instrumental Lesson Application Form 
 

 
 

 
Second-Hand Uniform Shop  

 
The Second-Hand Uniform Shop will be opening this term every 2nd Thursday morning (9am-9.30) in the 
foyer of the Old School Hall. The next dates for sales are - 18 August, 1 September and 15 September. 
 

All items are $3.00 (cash only please). Donations are also always appreciated. 
 

 
   

Thank you to the following businesses for helping to support the MEPS 
Newsletter 
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A message from your Coordinator Jade 
Activities coming up 

What’s on the menu 

 

 

 

 

This week we got a delivery of new tables and chairs, which meant… 
more cardboard boxes! The kids absolutely love having free range to 
make anything with cardboard boxes. After I unpacked the new 
furniture, I left it up to them and their imagination, and the created 
some great games. Rith and George made forts, and Tommy, Jack, 
Thomas, Ferne and Martha made a dance floor. With the new dance 
floor, we had dance battles, played musical statues, and made a new 
game up, which we called ‘musical colours’ and when the music stops, 
we had to stand on a particular colour! 

We also had lots of yummy food…cookies, fruit salad, spaghetti, nachos 
and homemade pizzas. The kids have been amazing chefs, helping me 
with food prep. Measuring ingredients and serving food, they are doing 
a great job at being responsible! 

• Reading challenge  
• Scavenger hunt  
• Outdoor games  
• Movie night  

Nachos  

Wraps  

Fruit  

Sandwiches  

Jack, Thomas 
and Martha 

on the dance 
floor! 

Lots of yummy food in after school 
care! 



18 

 

 
 
 
 



19 

 

 

 



20 

 

 

 



21 

 

 
 


