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Camp Australia
PO Box 305, Mt Eliza 3930 – Phone 9787 1385

Before and After School Care is available in the Old
School House. To register your child please phone
Whole School Concert Rehearsal – at school
Camp
Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is
www.mtelizaps.vic.edu.au
Whole School Concert – Frankston Arts Centre available
online at www.campaustralia.com.au
Students to be dropped off 9.15am and 6.15pm.
Fathers’ and Special Friends’ Day Stall begins
Prep 2023 Zoom School Session #6
Uniform Shop
Newsletter is available on the web site address :

School Tour – 11.00am
Fathers’ & Special Friends’ Day Breakfast 7:008:45am and Sports Colours Day
School Tour – 9.30am
Year 1 Powered by Play program - 1L
Year 1 Powered by Play program - IG
School Tour – 9.30am
Maths Olympiad
Y6 “Be your Own Superhero Community Fair”
School Tour – 9.30am
Last day of Term 3 for students – students finish
at 3:15pm.
Teacher PPD day – Students not required.

Opening Hours
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below
https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primaryschool-online/
Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s
classroom.
Joanne Patterson
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers,
Hope you have enjoyed the sunshine and warmer weather over the weekend. Thinking back over the last 12
months, it is sobering to remember that this time last year, we were in lockdown. This meant not being able to
celebrate in person all the amazing events that Term 3 usually offers. I am now so incredibly grateful to be
able to share these opportunities with the students and our community.
THE WEEK THAT WAS…
Book Week Parade
How lucky we were to be able
to celebrate our Book Week
Assembly and Parade last
Thursday, with students, staff
and families joining us on the
basketball court for a fun-filled
event. With all the rain during
the week, we were crossing
our fingers and, miraculously,
the sun came out just in time.
It was lovely to see the joy on
the children’s faces as they
paraded around with their
year levels. I have rarely been sunburned and then wet all within 15 mins, so it really was incredible that we
were able to complete this celebration all together.
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Check out some of our wonderful costumes…
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MEPS Great Indigenous Book Sale
As part of the Book Week celebrations, our generous MEPS community took the opportunity to clean out their
home libraries so that the children could participate in the Great Indigenous Book Swap and Sale. For a gold
coin, students were able to purchase a beautiful book - there were so many to choose from!
A huge thanks to Mrs Melissa Shalagin for her organisation of this event, which raised nearly $600 for
indigenous communities so that First Nations children have access to high quality literacy resources.
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Our students couldn’t wait to get back to the classrooms and start reading!

Year 3 OzHarvest Time
On Friday, students in Year 3 were honing their cooking techniques and knife skills as they collaborated to
prepare delicious tzatziki and vegetable sticks. Thanks again to our fabulous family volunteers who help to
make the program so successful.
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Prep 2023 Zoom School
Mrs Michelle Polley and I were
thrilled to lead our fifth Zoom
School session for 2023 Preps
this week, with a Book Week
focus.
It was lovely to catch up with quite
a big group for the session, which
featured one of the shortlisted
Children's
books,
'Amira's
Suitcase'.

Session #6
In this week’s Zoom School Session, the children will meet some of the Year 4 buddies.

Kinder Connections
As a way to connect our local Kinders to the school, Mrs Donna Wheatley and Year 6 representatives, Eve
and Hudson, have been visiting different centres to share their knowledge of the school and read some
engaging stories to the children.
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Year 4 Kaleidoscope Project Opportunity
Year 4 students began a new project last Friday which is being
supported by DET in collaboration with the performing and
visual arts organisation, The Song Room. We are lucky to have
the expertise of a visual artist, Samuel Fraser, who will be
working with the cohort for the next 10 weeks.
Hi, I’m Samuel from The Song Room. I’ll be coming into
the school over the next few months to run art workshops
and work alongside Mrs Fiona Schulinus and the Year 4
teachers on the Kaleidoscope program. I’m a visual artist
who draws, paints, and uses projection for art. I like
telling stories and drawing things I see out in the world
like people and animals. I also like to make up worlds,
characters, and fantastical creatures.
The Kaleidoscope program is led by experienced
Teaching Artists and Wellbeing Experts in supporting
primary school students to discover new ways to
reconnect with their learning, peers, and community
through sequential arts learning experiences.
The program aims to positively impact student social, emotional, and cognitive development at a
critical time as schools respond to, and recover from COVID-19.
Our hope is to develop a body of work with the students to display at the school as projection
installations and to run a small event where the students can observe others’ work and show off
theirs with pride. If you would like to learn anything more about the program or me, please do not
hesitate to contact me or say hi at school.
For anyone interested, I have attached some videos showcasing projection works I’ve worked on
for an example of projection art.
https://vimeo.com/703663724 - Our stories so far - Mornington youth group
https://littleprojectorcompany.com/l-p-c/watch-showreel - Little Projector Company
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WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK…
WHOLE SCHOOL CONCERT & SENIOR
SCHOOL PRODUCTION
We are now down to the ‘pointy-end’ of our
concert and production preparations and
are eagerly counting down the days until
the performances.
MEPS Concert Tickets - Click Here
Just a few important reminders for families:
Monday 29 August
•

Rehearsal Day: students will
rehearse their performance pieces
in the BER at school. This will not
be a full dress rehearsal except for
a few characters in the Senior
School Production.

Tuesday 30 August - Concert Day Morning
•

Families to drop their children directly to the Frankston Arts Centre (FAC) by 9.15am for a 10.00am
concert start. Please organise to carpool if you are unable to drop your child off at the FAC.

•

Before School Care will be closed on the morning of Tuesday 30 August.

•

The whole School Concert and Senior School Production form a significant part of the school’s
specialist program. It is expected that all students take part in these performances.

•

Please ensure that student consent forms have been completed and returned to the classroom
teacher. Please communicate with your child’s classroom teacher if your child will not be attending.

•

It is important to note that there will be no supervision at school on Tuesday morning while the whole
school community is at the performance in Frankston.

•

Please note that there will NOT be a bus taking students from school to the FAC.

•

Students are to arrive at the FAC foyer in full costume and make up.

•

Students will need to bring their backpack with their snack, lunch and water bottle and their school
uniform. Please bring a book or something quiet to do - no devices.

•

Families will not be allowed to enter the green rooms/holding areas once students have been dropped
off.

•

Once the cohorts have finished their performances, they will be bused back to school.

•

Back at school, students will change into their school uniform, placing their costume in their bag to take
home ready for the evening performance.

Tuesday 30 August - Concert Day Evening
•

Families to drop their children directly to the Frankston Arts Centre (FAC) by 6.15pm for a 7.00pm
concert start.

•

Students are to arrive at the FAC foyer in full costume and make up.

•

Students will need to bring a small bag with a snack and water bottle. Please bring a book, cards or
something quiet to do - no devices.

•

As it can be very hot in the green rooms/holding areas, please ensure that any jackets/clothing your
child wears into the FAC are labelled clearly.

•

Families will not be allowed to enter the green rooms/holding areas once students have been dropped
off.

•

Please note that families will not be able to sign out students until the end of the concert.

•

At the end of the concert, please send ONE family member to collect your child/ren as it is very busy at
the collection point. Please ensure that your child/ren have been signed out with their teacher.
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FATHERS’ & SPECIAL FRIENDS’ DAY EVENTS @ MEPS
Fathers’ & Special Friends’ Day Stall
Thanks to the wonderful PTA volunteers, students will have the
opportunity to purchase a lovely gift for their dad or special person
between Wednesday and Friday. Please note the schedule below so
that your child has their money on the day - cash only.

Breakfast - Friday 2 September
We will be celebrating fathers, grandfathers, uncles,
mentors and special friends at our BBQ Breakfast on
Friday 2 September, from 7.00am - 8.45am.
All food needs to be ordered online in advance via
My Schools Connect - please refer to the flyer. Please
Note: Prices are per roll, not per family
Ms Gregory will be facilitating ball games on the oval
before school, so please come and try out your skills.
Please note that official student supervision
commences at 8.30am, so any families arriving prior to
8.30am will need to supervise their children onsite until
that time.
Parking will also be challenging. If you are in a
position to walk, ride, be dropped off or carpool to
school, that would be the best solution. Otherwise,
please take advantage of the carpark at St James’
Church or the carpark on the corner of Canadian Bay
and Nepean Hwy. We have had a number of families
receiving infringement notices from the Council recently, so please bear that in mind when considering parking
on Friday morning. The staff carpark is not available for parent parking.
MEPS Sports Colours Day - Friday 2 September
To coincide with the Fathers’ & Special Friends’ Breakfast, students will be allowed to
wear Sports Colours to celebrate and promote the wide variety of sporting opportunities
that we have.
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PLANS AHEAD…
WEEK 9
Year 6 - ‘Be Your Own Superhero’ Community Fair - Thursday 8 September

On Thursday 8 September, the Year 6s will be holding their ‘Be Your Own Superhero’ Fair. This is a way to
bring the community together as well as engage the students in a collaborative event to raise awareness of
Muscular Dystrophy.
There are many ways students and families can participate:
•

Dress up as your very own Superhero and bring a gold coin donation which will go towards the MD
charity;

•

Engage in the many different games and activities organised by the Year 6s with the express
purpose of ‘having fun’;

•

Buy a Raffle Ticket. The money raised in the raffle will go towards a legacy that will be left by the Year
6s for the school. See the poster for the prizes and how to buy a ticket. We are very grateful for all our
prize sponsors, including Trigger Bros who will be donating our main prizes of a Yoda skateboard and
Paddle board lessons for a family valued at $200! Buy your tickets now through the My Schools
Connect App - Mt Eliza PS Raffle (myschoolconnect.com.au).

At our Fair, we will also be holding a delicious sausage sizzle for your lunch. Please read below for details
regarding meal deals and pre-ordering. Sales will be open via the My Schools Connect App once the Fathers’
and Special Friends’ Breakfast is over.
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Nude Food Competition
Last year, our MEET team started an initiative to make EVERY DAY A NUDE FOOD DAY! They have noticed
an increasing amount of rubbish on the yard and are looking at different ways to encourage students to jump
onboard the Nude Food initiative.

Last week, the MEET Representatives discussed with their classes about an upcoming competition being run
by the MEET team. It is centred on tackling our rubbish problem in the schoolyard by promoting the use of
Nude Foods on a daily basis. This will run over 2 weeks from Friday 26 August to Thursday 8 September. In
order to gain a raffle entry to this competition, students will need to show their classroom teacher their lunch
for the day, comprising of Nude Foods. They will receive one raffle entry for each day that they bring Nude
Foods. There will be prizes for the winning students.
WEEK 10
Important Diary Dates
Last day of term for students will be Thursday 15 September at 3.15pm. On Friday 16, staff will be
participating in their professional practice day.
How to Stay Calm
I am really mindful that the amazing school events of the past few weeks, coupled by a very busy last three
weeks of term, may cause some stress and anxiety in our students. Stress is a normal response to changes
and challenges; and life is full of those - even during childhood. We tend to think of stress as a bad thing,
caused by bad events. But upcoming good events (like concerts, fairs, holidays, or new activities) also can
cause stress.
Children feel stress when there’s something they need to prepare for, adapt to, or guard against. They feel
stress when something that matters to them is at stake. Change often prompts stress - even when it’s a
change for the better.
What parents can do: Parents can provide extra support and stability. Listen and talk with your child. Help
them feel safe and loved. If possible, let them know what to expect. Talk over what will happen, what they can
do to cope, and how you’ll help. Give comfort and show caring. Set up simple routines to help them feel settled
and please let your classroom teacher know if you have any concerns.
Looking forward to seeing you from the stage at this week’s performances.
Take care,

Kim Wheeler
Principal
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PTA
The following meeting dates have been added to the 2022 PTA Meeting Calendar:
TERM 3
10 October

7 November

28 November

Donations for our Fathers’ & Special Friends’ Day Stall
We have already begun working on our upcoming Fathers’ & Special Friends’ Day Stall. Donations for this stall
are always appreciated whether it be items to be sold as gifts or items for wrapping. Please leave donations at
the front office.
Joanne Patterson
PTA President

STUDENT ABSENCES
PLEASE READ THIS VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Parents/Guardians are required to report their child/ren’s
absence from school by
texting 0439 454 239 by 9.00am each day your child is absent.
NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the
reason for the absence.
This information particularly important – especially during our current pandemic environment as we have had many absences
to follow up.
We appreciate families being vigilant with this.

0439 454 239 - Please SMS only
-The Admin Team
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Music Lessons

Looking for music lessons for your child?
Find out more information by clicking the form below:
Instrumental Lesson Application Form
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJ6yxnR5L4jx8uGXIE9A4aJoKdr2QddwMb2_IDkzGW9QWhDw/
viewform

Second-Hand Uniform Shop
The Second-Hand Uniform Shop will be opening this term every 2nd Thursday morning (9am-9.30) in the
foyer of the Old School Hall. The next dates for sales are - 1 September and 15 September.
All items are $3.00 (cash only please). Donations are always appreciated.

Ritchies’ Community Benefits Program – Helping Mt Eliza Primary School
Ritchies’ Community Benefit Program has been helping Mt Eliza Primary School with funding for a long time.
All parents need to do to become part of the program is sign up as per the details below and nominate Mt Eliza
Primary School as your preferred organisation.
Remember, for Mt Eliza Primary School to qualify for a payment, $2000 must be spent in one month between
all customers who nominate us, (excluding tobacco, gift cards, and phone recharges). The minimum payment
is $10, and there is no maximum, so the more people who nominate our school the better. Once you have
chosen MEPS as your designated organisation you can shop at any Ritchies supermarket or liquor store in
NSW, VIC or QLD and the benefit will still come back to MEPS!
To make the deal even sweeter, when you join and activate your card in the app, visit a Ritchies store within
14 days and spend *$100 or more (not including tobacco, gift cards, phone charges) in-store in one
transaction, by scanning your Ritchies card/ app you can receive $10.00 off instantly!
The Ritchies App & Card can be used at ANY of the supermarkets or liquor departments.
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Mt Eliza PS Community Notices
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