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21 October 2022  

 

DIARY 
Term 4 

October 
Mon 24 Dental Van forms due – no late forms 

accepted 
Mon-
Fri 

24 - 28 Year 1 & Year 3 Swimming Program 

Mon- 17 Oct – 15 
Dec  

Prep Nature Immersion Program 

Wed 26 Oct Year 5 Sustainable Farming Adventure  
School Tour @ 9.30am 

Thurs 27 Oct 2023 Prep Zoom School – Let’s get crafty 
Fri 28 Oct World Teachers’ Day 
November 
Tues 1 Nov Melbourne Cup Public Holiday (no school) 
Wed 2 Nov School Tour @ 11.00am 
Thurs 3 Nov Year 1 Dr Seuss Incursion 
Thurs 3 Nov 2023 Prep Zoom School – Final Session 
 

This week, we celebrated 
National Nutrition Week. What a 
good opportunity to encourage 
healthy food options at school 

and promote NUDE Food. 

Camp Australia 
 
Before and After School Care is available in the Old 
School House. To register your child please phone  
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is 
available online at www.campaustralia.com.au 
 

Uniform Shop 
 
Opening Hours  
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am  
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below 
 

https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primary-
school-online/  
 

Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s 
classroom.  
 

Joanne Patterson 
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator 
 

 
Principal’s Report 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thanks to all of our students, staff and families who supported the 
Scholastic Book Fair this week. What a success it was!  

It was great to see that there was something for everyone, including 
pencils, posters, secret diaries, picture story books, novels and even 
gems. What more could you ask for?  

I really want to thank Sathiya for all his hard work this week juggling 
book sales as well as keeping the Library running smoothly.  

 

 

 

 
 

It is heartening to see how interested and engaged the 
children have been about reading. I hope your child/ren 
have spent a bit of extra time with their heads in a book 
this week – it really can make the difference. 
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With the warmer weather this week and inspired by the Book Fair, Year 5 took their reading outside and into 
nature. Year 5s are loving the Nature Nook for sustained reading. It is so peaceful and conducive to learning. 

 

 

Year 6 Sport Accolades 
Earlier in the week, our Year 6s represented the school in the Hooptime Regional Basketball competition. 
They did an amazing job and won all four games, and then won the final too. Now it’s off to the State 
Championships. Thanks to Mr Miller for helping to train the boys. Thanks also to Hudson’s dad, Darren, for 
coaching on the day. It was such an exciting and a competitive event. 
 
On the same day, Year 6 students competed in the Volleyball Division finals. These students also won their 
competition which means they also progress to the next round, Regionals. Thanks to Mrs Westlake for her 
lunch time training. 
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Regional Athletics @ Casey Fields 
 

On Wednesday, 17 amazing MEPS students from Years 4, 5 and 6 attended Regional Athletics at Casey 
Fields. This team was made up of hard working and enthusiastic students: 
 

Hudson S, Chace R, Thomas H, Miles L, Macey A, Frankie M-S, Willow V.E, Olivia. B, Flynn J, Cooper L, Eva 
M, Eva TS, Jordan T, Ethan K, Oscar M, Hudson S and Louis Z. 
 

We could not be prouder of the effort the students put in on the day and in training in preparation for this event. 
Whether they placed or not, every student tried their very hardest. There were many significant achievements 
and huge efforts all round. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge the Boys 9/10 Years relay team for first place in their heat; heartbreaking to 
come first then realise afterwards that they were unfortunately 4th overall between the two heats. 
 

A special mention to:  

• Cooper for 3rd place in High jump. 

• Boys 12/13 Years Relay who took out 3rd place in a hotly contested race, just missing out on 2nd by 
0.15 seconds but still improving on their PB. 

• Jordan T for his First Place in high jump - 157cm - which was outstanding! Jordan will represent MEPS 
at the State Championships.  

• 10/11 Years Girls Relay Team who came second which also sends them straight through to the State 
Championships as well. 

Hi I’m Frankie and I’m Willow, 
 

For our relay race, Olivia started off first, so I was standing 
on the line waiting for Olivia thinking “is this really 
happening” and BANG! The gun exploded. Olivia sprinted 
into first place. She ran as fast as she could and then 
passed it to Willow and then Willow ran her heart out and 
passed it perfectly to Macey. Macey continued the race, 
finishing off passing it to me. My mind was blank and I 
gave it everything I could. This is what the Glory Looked 
Like. 
 

Hi I’m Olivia and I’m Macey, 
We would like to tell you about everyone’s amazing effort 
and training for Regional Athletics. We had to work as a 
team to do our very best to get the baton passed perfectly. 
This took a lot of practice and training. 

 

We would like to thank Mr Schuster, Jamie (Frankie’s Dad) and all our parents, for driving us to training 
and bringing us to school early to practise. We would like to thank Mrs McLaughlin for her help, Mel 
Mayhew-Sharp and all our parents that came along to support us on the day. 
 

It was an excellent day, and everyone went home exhausted!  
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Year 6 City Excursion 
 

As an aspect of their Express Yourself unit, the Year 6 students 
travelled to the city by train yesterday to explore different features of 
The Arts. The students thoroughly engaged in the interactive ACMI 
exhibition where they saw the evolution of moving images. The group 
then traversed Hosier Lane capturing graffiti art that could be possibly 
used as backgrounds for the photo shoot they will be including in their 
music magazine as they create an image for their band. They finished 
off at the Melbourne Arts Centre and visited the Australian Music Vault, 

where the students worked 
together in their bands to answer a 
series of Australian music 
memorabilia questions. How lucky 
they were to happen across a 
ballet demonstration in Federation 
Square and the students were then 
invited to join in with them! All in 
all, a great day was had by all. 
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Staff Announcements 
 

Ms Hayley Gregory 
 

It is with a heavy heart that I announce that Ms Hayley Gregory will be leaving MEPS next year to pursue a 
new and exciting challenge at Mordialloc Secondary School. Hayley has made a huge contribution to our 
school in the past 12 years - as a teacher, Learning Specialist, coach and this year as Acting Assistant 
Principal. She will be greatly missed by everyone. I have loved getting to know Hayley particularly this year as 
we have worked so closely together. I know that you will join me in wishing her all the best in this new chapter 
of her career.  
 

 
 
We will have a chance to farewell Hayley later in the year. However, in the meantime, I know that this has 
been a very difficult decision for her, and she wanted to share the following with you all: 
 
Dear Mt Eliza Primary School Students and Families, 
 

I have taken an amazing opportunity to work at Mordialloc College from 2023. As many of you know, coaching 
AFL is a passion of mine and Mordialloc College runs a Sports Excellence Program, with Girls AFL being part 
of this. In my new role, I will be teaching Year 7 as well as coaching with the AFL Academy. 
 
I have been at Mt Eliza Primary School for 12 years now and as much as I love the school community, I feel 
this is a great opportunity to experience a new environment and further expand my teaching experiences. I 
have always spoken to the children about taking on challenges and ‘following your dreams’ so I am now 
putting that advice into practice. 
 
It was a very tough decision as I have built so many great relationships with students, parents and staff. I will 
take with me many amazing memories of MEPS and will miss everyone dearly. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Hayley Gregory 
 
With Hayley’s move to a secondary school setting, we have been busy searching for an Assistant Principal to 
commence in 2023 which coincides with the beginning of our new Strategic journey. It was heartening to have 
had a number of high-quality candidates apply for the role, which is testament to the school’s excellent 
reputation on the Peninsula. Interviews for the position took place last week and I am delighted to be able to 
announce the successful candidate.  
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Announcing our New Assistant Principal - Mrs Jessica Merritt 
 

I would like to congratulate and announce Mrs Jessica Merritt as our new Assistant Principal at Mt Eliza 
Primary School. Jessica comes to MEPS from Rowellyn Park Primary School, where she is currently the 
Assistant Principal. Previously, Jessica was a Learning Specialist at Woodlands Primary School. Jessica will 
commence at MEPS in the new year and is looking forward to getting to know our wonderful community. 
 

Jessica has shared an introduction so that you learn a little bit about ‘what makes her, her’. 
 

To the Mt Eliza Primary School Community, 
 
I am thrilled to be joining you as Assistant Principal in 2023 and write to 
introduce myself to staff, students and families. 
 
A little about me... my favourite place is the beach, and this is where you 
will find me on most weekends and during summer holidays. I live locally 
with my husband who is an avid sailor, and we spend lots of our leisure 
time at the yacht club where I enjoy getting out on my stand-up 
paddleboard (when it is not too windy!).  
 
I enjoy spending time in my kitchen, baking biscuits and slices or making 
entertaining platters to share with family and friends. I like to keep active 
and love to get out for a walk or a run most days. I often start my weekends 
at Parkrun on a Saturday morning and look forward to joining the Mount 
Eliza students at Jogging Club next year!  
 
To relax, I enjoy catching up with family and friends, reading a good book 

and spending time in the garden. 
 
I have a love of learning, and this inspired me to become a teacher; to share this passion with students and 
teachers alike. I believe that teaching has the potential to positively influence students’ disposition for learning 
and their experience at school and that: 
 

‘An effective teacher has a passion for their subject, a passion for their pupils and a 
passionate belief that who they are and how they teach can make a difference to their 

pupils’ lives, both in the moment of teaching and in the days, weeks, months 
and even years afterwards (Day, 2004).’ 

 
As a lifelong learner, I have completed my Bachelor of Education and Masters of Educational Management 
and am always interested in learning something new. I have high expectations, value effort and achievement 
and strongly encourage students to ‘be their best’ and ‘be kind’. I look forward to being involved in the learning 
experiences of students, both inside and outside the classroom, as they engage with the wide range of 
learning opportunities offered at Mt 
Eliza. 
 
I look forward to meeting you all soon. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Mrs Jessica Merritt 
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Year 4 Explorers Exhibition 
 

As a culmination of their inquiry unit related to Explorers, Year 4 presented their knowledge to students and 
families this week. What a delight to witness their research and the engaging ways in which they shared their 
understanding; it was mind boggling. I learned many new facts as well! 
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REMINDER - CLASS PLACEMENT FOR 2023 
 

Parent requests due Friday 28 October 
 

 
 

As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, Mt Eliza Primary School recognises the importance of fostering and 
maintaining high quality peer relationships and connections. We also understand that it is equally important for 
students to mix and learn with peers who have both similar and different interests. The process of allocating 
children to grades is very complex, with all staff spending considerable time developing class groups based on 
sound educational factors, including teacher knowledge of individual student needs, student learning peer 
requests and relevant background information from parents.  
  
We endeavour to place children with at least one (1) child from their learning peer group. This process 
supports student agency as well as ensuring that class groups are well balanced academically, and socially 
and emotionally. 
  

Parents may provide a written placement request based on educational and social factors only. We are 
yet to finalise our staffing profile for 2023 and, whilst we take parent feedback about your own child into 
consideration, please note that we are not able to facilitate parent requests for specific teachers.  

  
Any requests by parents must be made in writing to the Principal, Kim Wheeler, by 4.00pm on Friday 
28 October. These requests must outline the educational and social factors for the request.  

• Verbal requests will not be considered.  
• Late written requests will not be considered.  
• Only this year’s request will be considered, so please do not rely on letters (or conversations) with the 

teacher, Principal or Assistant Principal from past years.  
Parents should be aware that requests can place significant limitations on options for placement and there is 
no guarantee that a request can be met. Students will find out their allocated grade for 2023 on Tuesday 13 
December. 
 
Finishing Off the Week on a High 
 

It was wonderful to see everyone 
enjoying the warmer weather for 
Friday Dance Party, with DJ Phil 
(Leonard) playing student ‘requests’ 
from Dance Monkey to Dancing 
Queen. What a fabulous way to finish 
off the week. 
 
Enjoy your weekend. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 

 
 
 
Kim Wheeler 
Principal 
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ENROL NOW FOR 2023 

 

PTA  
 

The following meeting dates have been added to the 2022 PTA Meeting Calendar: 
 

TERM 4 
10 October 7 November 28 November 

 
 

Dental Van Visit Term 4 - forms due 24 October! 
 
The School Dental Initiative will be visiting Mt Eliza Primary School to provide 
free dental check-ups and services for students. This service is bulk billed 
with Medicare for eligible students under the Child Dental Benefits Schedule. 
 
All students will receive a free check-up and Tooth Strengthening 
Remineralisation! 
 
For your child to be seen, you will need to fill in the Dental Consent Form and 
return it to the school signed as soon as possible. Forms have been sent 
home, and are also available at the School Office. 
 
https://adhv.com.au/  
 
The due date for dental forms to be returned is Monday 24 October 2022. 
No late forms can be accepted as they will be sent off via mail. 
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STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

PLEASE READ THIS VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

Parents/Guardians are required to report their child/ren’s 
absence from school by 

texting 0439 454 239 by 9.00am each day your child is absent. 
 

NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the  
reason for the absence.  

 
This information particularly important – especially during our current pandemic environment as we have had many absences 

to follow up. 
 

We appreciate families being vigilant with this. 
 

0439 454 239 - Please SMS only 
 

  
Music Lessons  

Looking for music lessons for your child? 
 

Find out more information by clicking the form below: 
Instrumental Lesson Application Form 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJ6yxnR5L4jx8uGXIE9A4aJoKdr2QddwMb2_IDkzGW9QWhDw/
viewform  

 
 

Second-Hand Uniform Shop  
 

All items are $3.00 (cash only please). Donations are always appreciated. Opening dates for Term 4 will be 
provided shortly. 
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Messages from our Community Sponsors 
 

Peninsula Arts Society Art Show 

During Melbourne Cup weekend, the Peninsula Arts Society 
presents its annual art exhibition and celebrates almost 70 years 
of art and friendship.   
 
Showcasing work by the talented members and featuring 
renowned, established, and emerging local artists, this is a 
perfect opportunity to start or add to your art collection. 
 
Over 200 collectable and affordable paintings will be displayed 
for sale as well as hand-crafted textiles. The works are 
professionally judged, and substantial prizes awarded to the 
winning artists. 
 
Come and watch our artists demonstrating daily and learn about 
the artworks from the friendly and informative volunteers. Relax 
and enjoy a delicious Devonshire tea with freshly prepared 
sandwiches in cosy surroundings provided by Frankston Red 
Cross! Wheelchair access and ample free parking available. 
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