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14 November 2022 - Term 4, Week 6 

 

DIARY 
Term 4 

November 
Mon- 
Fri 

14 Nov Year 6 Bright Sparks Program 
excursion - Postponed 

Mon-
Fri 

14-18 
Nov  

Year 2 & 4 Swimming Program 

Mon 14 Nov Year 6 Volleyball Regional Finals 
Tues 15 Nov 9.30am School Tour  
Wed/
Thu 

16 Nov 
17 Nov 

Prep 2023 Onsite Transition 
Sessions 

Fri 18 Nov 9.30am School Tour 
Wed 23 Nov Year 2 Billy Carts Incursion  
Mon 28 Nov Dental Van Visit 
December 
Thurs 1 Dec Year 1 Dr Seuss Day 
Fri  9 Dec Swimming Carnival Years 3 to 5 
Tues 13 Dec  Up Day! 
Wed 14 Dec  Prep Disco and Fish & Chip Lunch 
Wed 14 Dec Year 2 Big Goose Excursion 
Thur 15 Dec Year 6 Graduation 
Mon 19 Dec  Year 4 EOY Cinema Excursion 
Mon 19 Dec  Yr 5 Enchanted Garden Excursion 
Mon- 
Tues 

19-20 
Dec 

Year 3 Camp Manyung 

 

Camp Australia 
 
Before and After School Care is available in the Old 
School House. To register your child please phone  
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is 
available online at www.campaustralia.com.au 
 

Uniform Shop 
 
Opening Hours  
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am  
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
REMINDER – Hats are compulsory in Term 4. 
 
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below 
 

https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primary-
school-online/  
 

Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s 
classroom.  
 

Joanne Patterson 
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator 
 

 

Principal’s Report 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Last week, we acknowledged National 
Recycling Week and the International Week 
for Science and Peace. 

International Week of Science and Peace 
raises awareness about the significant role 
of science in society and the need to engage the wider public in debates on emerging scientific issues. It is 
observed between 9 - 15 November. International Week of Science and Peace, takes place each year during 
the week in which 11 November falls, linking to Armistice Day. The theme of World Science Day for Peace and 
Development on 10 November 2022 was “Basic Sciences for Sustainable Development.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEPS Newsletter 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY COMMEMORATIONS 
 

Remembrance Assembly 
 

Last week as a school, we also commemorated Remembrance Day at our Remembrance Assembly and again 
pausing on Friday morning for the Last Post and minute’s silence. Our Remembrance Assembly provided our 
students with an opportunity to find out more about the meaning of Remembrance Day and to reflect on how 
fortunate we are. Students paid their respects to those who have fallen in the many conflicts since World War 
I. Our students were very impressive as they shared the 'Ode to the Fallen', recited 'In Flanders Fields' and 
spoke about the importance of 'kindness'. Very proud! 
 

 
 

It can be really hard for our children in Mount Eliza to 
sometimes see the relevance in these nation-wide 
moments of reflection, being so removed (thanks 
goodness) from the atrocities of war.  
 

At assembly, students learned about how over one 
hundred years ago, a war began that was the biggest 
the world had ever seen. Millions of soldiers and 
volunteers risked their lives so that their families and 
countries could be safe to live in freedom and in peace. 
We remembered those who did not make it back to their 
homelands and we gave thanks for their sacrifice. We 
also acknowledged that Friday marked the moment this 
war officially ended, the 11th day of the 11th month. On 
that day in 1918, the powers that be signed an armistice 
which was to take effect at 11.00am that morning.  
 

Together, we stood respectfully as a school while The Last Post played and we observed a minute’s 
silence, thinking about how this day is also a celebration of peace, of hope and optimism for the future after 
such challenging times. 
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Representing the School 
 

Mr Jack Lolait and I were also very proud to accompany our SRC Leaders, Eliza H and Henry J, to the moving 
Remembrance Day Commemoration at the Mount Eliza Heritage and Memorial Garden. Veteran, Mr Mike 
Weber, shared a moving explanation about the Unknown Soldier and had us all reflecting on how important 
this figure has been in representing all those who never made it home. 
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Introducing Our New Leaders in 2023 
 

I would like to recognise the incredible contribution that Mrs Lisa Grgic has made as Leading Teacher since 
her arrival at MEPS a number of years ago. During this time, she has supported students, staff and families 
across a variety of initiatives. In particular, she has driven the implementation of the inquiry program and is 
now looking to focus on other areas at MEPS. Whilst remaining as one of our most experienced teachers, Mrs 
Grigic has decided to resign her leadership position; I thank her for everything she has done for us.  
 
As a result, interviews were held recently for this Leading Teacher position which will also incorporate a 
specialisation in STEM. I am thrilled to announce that Mrs Amy Hille has been the successful candidate. Mrs 
Hille has been part of our leadership team this year as Acting Learning Specialist.  
 
Mrs Donna Wheatley has also been appointed as our Acting Learning Specialist for 2023. I would like to 
sincerely congratulate our new leaders and I look forward to working with them as part of our School 
Improvement Team (SIT). Hear from our new leaders below: 

 
Hello MEPS Families, 

My name is Mrs Amy Hille, and I am absolutely thrilled to be writing this article 
as our new STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
Specialist Teacher and Leading Teacher at Mt Eliza Primary School. I currently 
teach Year 3 at MEPS and have taught in the classroom from Prep to Year 6 – 
every year level has something so special and unique to offer. I am so excited 
to be extending my skills and sharing my love of all things STEM and Digital 
Technology next year and beyond. Some of you may recognise my name from 
other school activities that I have worked on – Children’s University, High 
Abilities Program, Chess Club or Walk/Ride/Scoot to School days. For those of 
you who may not know me – here are a few fun facts: 

• I love sport and keeping active – golf, netball, cricket, football, 
swimming...the list goes on! 

• I enjoy reading books – Harry Potter, Paul Jennings and David 
Walliams are a few of my child friendly favourites. 

• I like to play digital games like Pokémon, Minecraft, and Mario Kart and 
even have an ‘old school’ Nintendo Gameboy. 

I look forward to creating a passion for STEM by linking curriculum and authentic learning opportunities for our 
students. In Digital Technology, I am excited to support our families and students in gaining a deeper 
understanding of our digital world so that we can explore safely and efficiently. I hope to connect with our 
community in building connections between STEM and Digital Technology, so keep an eye out for some family 
events next year!    Amy Hille 
 

Hi MEPS Families, I’m Donna Wheatley and along with my classroom 
teacher responsibilities, I am very excited that I will be taking on a new 
role at MEPS in 2023, Acting Learning Specialist. I have been very 
fortunate to be working at Mt Eliza Primary School for around 15 years 
in a variety of different class levels. 
 

Whist the majority of my time will be spent in the classroom delivering 
high quality teaching and learning, I will also be supporting students 
and staff from Prep-Year 6 in the implementation of our MEPS 
wellbeing model, sharing my experience and knowledge of instructional 
practice in the classroom and supporting our transition programs 
across all areas of the school. 
 

Community Engagement is a vital component to student growth and 
development, and I am looking forward to continuing our work in this 
space too. 
 

I hope that our school community has a wonderful holiday break and 
can’t wait to work with you all next year. 
 

Donna Wheatley 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 

MEPS Colour Run 
 

Dear MEPS Community, 
 

On 25 November the school will be 
hosting a Colour Run for everyone to 
enjoy. Parents and guardians are 
invited to cheer on the runners and 
help out. It's been a while since a 
whole school event has happened due 
to COVID.  
 

Families, friends and members of the 
wider community can sponsor their 
children to run in this event. More 
information about sponsoring can be 
found later in the newsletter.  
 

The Colour Run is a great opportunity 
to bring the whole school together, to 
have a blast and raise some money. 
The lowest prize starts at 10 dollars, 
there will be obstacles and helpers on 
the sidelines throwing colourful powder 
at the runners. This day will be a fun 
way to bring the whole together and 
raise some money at the same time. The money raised will help the school to realise all the items on our 
Library refurbishment wish list.  
 

Can’t wait to see you on the track!  
 

From your SRC leaders, Eliza and Henry 
 
Year 10 Transition Program with MESC 
 

Year 10 students from Mount Eliza Secondary College visited some of our Year 6 students last Wednesday as 
part of a new buddy collaboration between the two schools. Thanks to MESC staff and students for taking part 
in this collaborative initiative; one that is set to continue for the rest of this term and into 2023. 
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SPORTING EFFORTS 
 

Year 6 Volleyballers 
 

Our Year 6 boys Volleyball team has been busy training for the Regional Finals this week. Well done to the 
boys for making it through and for the commitment and effort involved in preparing for this competition. Thanks 
also to Mrs Javette Westlake for facilitating the training sessions each week. 
 

 
 
Sport and PE 

 
With the sunshine coming out last week, 
students enjoyed PE sessions, where core 
skills are a focus.   
 
Check out our Year 5s who have also been 
practising a variety of sports including tennis 
and T-Ball.  
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FORCES IN ACTION 
 

Year 2 students were thoroughly engaged in designing, creating and making objects that demonstrate ‘force’. 
This makes links between the Science, Design technologies and Inquiry curricula. 
 

 

 

 



8 

 

THANKS 
 

I want to thank you all for helping us to ensure that students are wearing the correct uniform. We definitely saw 
an uptick in the presentation of our students last week, which is heartening. It was also great to see a huge 
improvement in students wearing hats. Thanks for your collaboration with this. 
 

 
 
STUDENT VOICE 
 

What a delight it is to see students taking initiative in the yard and creating their own activities. Here our Year 3 
students have been developing and rehearsing a play based on a well-known Fairy Tale. 
 

 
 

Enjoy a wonderful week. 

Kind regards, 
 

 
 
 
Kim Wheeler 
Principal 
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Mt Eliza Primary School will be holding our School Fun Run’s Crazy Colour Day as a major fundraising event 
this year on Friday 25th of November. Funds raised will go towards the upcoming Library refurbishment. 
 
About the Day 
The Crazy Colour Day is all about Fun! It will be a huge colourful mess and is undoubtably one of the most 
exciting days on our school’s calendar, with everyone’s participation the aim. 
 
How Does My Child Fundraise? 
Firstly, go to schoolfunrun.com.au and create a student profile page. Everything to do with your fundraising 
revolves around this page. 
 
Students who raise just $10 will be able to choose a prize! The more they raise, the better their reward. The 
great thing about online fundraising is that you can share the link to your child’s profile with friends and family 
via email, SMS and Social Media. 
 
Online Fundraising 
The easiest way to help your child raise money is through online fundraising, where students raise an average 
of $120. To start fundraising online, go to your student profile page at schoolfunrun.com.au and share your 
online fundraising link. 
 
Competition Time 
To get our event off to a flyer, we’re starting our Colour Day with a super easy competition! The class with the 
most online profiles registered by 9th of December will win a class prize!  To help your child’s class win, simply 
create your profile at schoolfunrun.com.au. 
 
Getting Involved 
Not only can you support the school and students with your sponsorship – but you can join in on the fun! We 
would love to welcome parents and family members to attend the Crazy Colour Day. We will be asking for a 
variety of volunteers to help with set up, colour bombing and clean up on the day. A link to a volunteer sign-up 
will be sent out soon. I can’t wait to see you at our event! 
 
Ordering Prizes – ALL PRIZES MUST BE ORDERED ONLINE 
Prizes MUST be ordered between the 5th of December and the 9th of December. Simply visit 
schoolfunrun.com.au to create / log into your Profile Page between these dates.  Then click on the ‘CLAIM 
YOUR PRIZE’ button and follow the prompts. If you have any questions, please contact the School Fun Run 
team on 1800 FUN RUN and they will gladly assist! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mr Greg Miller 
greg.miller2@education.vic.gov.au 
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ENROL NOW AT MEPS FOR 2023 
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PTA  
 

The following meeting dates have been added to the 2022 PTA Meeting Calendar: 
 

TERM 4 
10 October 7 November 28 November 

 
 

Second Hand Uniform Shop 
 
We are on the look-out for any and all costumes to add to our new 
Second-Hand Costume Pool- particularly any Dr Seuss costumes! So if 
you have any pre-loved costumes at home collecting dust that you just 
don't need, we would be very happy (and grateful!) to take them off your 
hands.  
 
In the past few weeks we have seen an increase in sales for smaller 
sized uniforms due to our lovely 2023 preps getting ready for their first 
year of school at MEPS. If anyone is able to help out with some pre-
loved uniforms (particularly sizes 5-8) our future prep families would be 
very appreciative. Please drop off any uniforms to the front office and the 
lovely office ladies will be able to take them off your hands.  
Thank you to everyone who has contributed uniforms and donations in 
the past, and to all families who contribute to our second-hand pool in 
the coming weeks.  
 
Last but not least, our second-hand uniform shop will be open next 
Thursday from 8:45-9:15am for all of your uniform needs. All items are 
$3.00 (cash only please). Donations are always appreciated.  
We are looking forward to seeing you there!! 
 
Second-hand Uniform Team 

 
 

 
STUDENT ABSENCES 

 
PLEASE READ THIS VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
Parents/Guardians are required to report their child/ren’s 

absence from school by 
texting 0439 454 239 by 9.00am each day your child is absent. 

 
NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the  

reason for the absence.  
 

This information particularly important – especially during our current pandemic environment as we have had many absences 
to follow up. 

 
We appreciate families being vigilant with this. 

 

0439 454 239 - Please SMS only 
  

Music Lessons  

Looking for music lessons for your child? 
 

Find out more information by clicking the form below: 
Instrumental Lesson Application Form 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJ6yxnR5L4jx8uGXIE9A4aJoKdr2QddwMb2_IDkzGW9QWhDw/
viewform  
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Fashion Clubwear 
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Messages from our Community Sponsors 

 

 
Please follow the link below to access tickets: 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2023-koorie-transition-to-school-parent-carer-info-session-tickets-
448714636557 
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Savers Plus Financial Education Program for Parents 

 
Saver Plus is a free financial education 
program where participants can plan ahead 
for study costs and get up to $500 for 
education expenses after 10 months. If you 
have a Health Care Card and are studying 
yourself or have a child studying you may be 
eligible to join the program. Saver Plus is 
running a number of online information 
sessions in November (please see 
descriptions below). Register for your 
preferred session by clicking on this link 
https://forms.office.com/r/zPTAvyaP5e. 
  

• Kindergarten Parent Sessions - for 
current 4 year old kindergarten 
parents and parents with children 
starting 4 year old kinder next year 
(2023) 

 
• Prep Parent Sessions - for parents 

with children currently in Prep or 
starting Prep next year (2023) 

  
• Year 7 Parent Sessions - for parents 

with children in Year 7 or with children 
currently in Years 4 - 6 who will be 
starting high school in the next few 
years 

  
N/B: Parents of students of all year levels including home-schooled are welcome to attend any of the information 
sessions except the Year 12 session which is just for students. Year 12 students are welcome to attend any session. 
Please be aware content will be tailored for the specific audience as indicated. 
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A message from your Coordinator 

This week we are doing Rubbish Robots. We have been 
enjoying using egg cartons to create caterpillars, and   

binoculars. We are also using empty bottles to make our own 
plant pots. The children have really enjoyed talking about 

recycling and what they believe is recycling and creating ideas 
together for activities that we can also do in the future to 

prevent recourses going to waist and being able to re-use 
them. If anyone has any spare egg carton, boxes, bottles, 

toilet, and paper towel rolls, feel free to bring them down to the 
Camp Australia building when you have a chance as the 

children love to be able to create different things with these 
recyclables. 

To attend our program, you must register your child. 
You can register an account with us at 
pp.campaustralia.com.au or by downloading our Camp 
Australia smartphone app from the Apple App Store or 
on Google Play.  Once registered, it’s easy to make 
bookings and manage your account. 

It’s free to register 
Visit our 
blog 

New articles are added 
each week for parents and 
cover various topics to help 
families. 

Visit our blog 

What’s on 
the menu 

• Maple Syrup Cookies 
• Spaghetti Bread Cups 
• Assorted Sandwiches 

• Tissue Paper Flowers 
• Plastic Bottle Plant Pots 
• Egg Carton Binoculars 

Activities 
coming up 
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Come along and join us for a fun, engaging, and 
educational incursion in After School Care at Mt 
Eliza Primary. Joining us on 17th November 2022 
will be Cube Sports bringing their awesome Soccer 
incursion, for all children to enjoy!  
 
To enrol your child into the incursion at no extra 
charge than their regular session fee, make sure 
you book the After School Care program on 17th 
November 2022 

Soccer with Cube Sports 
Date 17Th November 2022 

 

 


