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20 November 2022, Term 4, Week 7 

 

DIARY 
Term 4 

November 
Mon 21 Year 6 Bright Sparks Program 
Tues 22 Visiting School Nurse 
Wed 23 Year 2 Billy Carts Incursion  

Prep 2023 Transition Session #2 
Thurs 24 Prep 2023 Transition Session #2 
Fri 25 Colour Run! 
Mon 28 Dental Van Visit 
December 
Thurs 1 Year 1 Dr Seuss Day 
Fri  9  Swimming Carnival Years 3 to 5 
Tues 13  Up Day! 
Wed 14  Prep Disco and Fish ‘n’ Chip Lunch 
Wed 14  Year 2 Big Goose Excursion 
Thurs 15  Year 6 Graduation 
Mon 19  Year 4 Cinema Excursion 
Mon 19  Year 5 Enchanted Adventure Garden 

Excursion 
Mon - 
Tues 

19 -
20 

Year 3 Camp Manyung 

Tues 20 Last day of 2022!  
Students finish at 1:00pm 

 
 

Camp Australia 
 
Before and After School Care is available in the Old 
School House. To register your child please phone  
Camp Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is 
available online at www.campaustralia.com.au 
 

Uniform Shop 
 
Opening Hours  
Monday – 8.30am – 11:00am  
Wednesday – 2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
REMINDER – Hats are compulsory in Term 4. 
 
Uniforms may be purchased online – see below 
 

https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primary-
school-online/  
 

Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s 
classroom.  
 

Joanne Patterson 
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator 
 

 

Principal’s Report 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Last week’s World Kindness Day was a celebration of the ties that binds our 
community together. Thousands of tiny acts of kindness turn from ripples into 
waves and spread hope and goodness around the world. It got me thinking 
about how hard it can be to keep up the commitment to ‘kindness’ when 
things get tough and there’s so much ‘angst’ all around us.  We’re in a very, 
very challenged world at the moment and the only way that we can work 
together, communicate together, find solutions together, have community 
together - is through kindness. 

“I do believe that kindness is the most important thing that we have, as human 
beings, to make everybody’s life better,” says David Jamilly, founder of the non-profit Kindness UK. “Kindness 
is a positive value that encompasses a lot of other values like compassion, altruism, empathy, sympathy.” 
 

But the more surprising thing is that in being kind, we are not just helping others, we are healing ourselves. 
Numerous studies have shown that people who carry out more acts of kindness feel better themselves. We 
live in a culture that is all too quick to judge people, often without really knowing the full context. Before you get 
hot under the collar you might want to ask yourself first: “Why am I reacting to this? Am I trying to make the 
world better? Or am I just venting? Is there a better way to affect change?” 
 

Some things to do that do make a difference include giving to a local food bank; looking after a pet; donating 
old clothes or furniture; phoning someone you love; sending someone a positive comment; smiling; and being 
kind to yourself. 

 

MEPS Newsletter 
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LEARNING IN ACTION 
 

Mt Eliza Secondary College Collaboration 
Our connection with Year 10 MESC mentors continued last week with some of our Year 6O’T students, joining 
in on the team building activities. 
 

 
 
 

Intensive Swimming Lessons 
 

Years 2 and 4 participated in 
swimming sessions at PARC last 
week, concluding our intensive 
swimming program for 2022.  
 

It has been amazing to witness 
the significant growth in 
confidence and skills as the 
weeks have progressed.  
 

Well done to all our students for 
living our values of ‘challenge 
and ‘resilience’. I’m looking 
forward to seeing this in action 
as well at our House Swimming 
Carnival coming up soon. 
 

I love the way that classes have 
developed a creative way to dry 
out the swimming caps too; 
ingenious! 
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2023 Prep Transition Session 
 

Last week we welcomed our 2022 Preps to school to join in small group face-to-face transition sessions in the 
Old School House. It was wonderful to see how well the children separated from their families to enjoy some 
play activities. Children played games, sang songs and looked for the ‘Green Sheep’ hiding in different parts of 
the school. A big thanks to Mrs Michelle Polley and Mrs Francis De Valle for leading the transition sessions. 
While the children were in the Old School House, parents met with me and representatives from Camp 
Australia to discuss plans for starting school and we answered any questions parents had. Thanks to Camp 
Australia for the free Coffee Van; it was much appreciated! 
 

 
 

2023 PLANS 
 

Transition to the COMPASS School Management and Communication Platform 

 
As I have mentioned to a variety of school stakeholders, MEPS will be switching in 2023 from Sentral to 
Compass as our new School Management Platform. Currently, we are in the process of changing over 
systems, training people and getting used to new ways of working. Compass is supporting us - from kicking off 
the project, to setting up our new system, and training staff and parents. Compass rolls a range of functions 
into a single platform, giving us a clear view of what’s going on at school across learning and assessment, 
wellbeing, and business performance. It also provides important parent communication applications and has 
now been adopted by over 2,000 schools across Australia. There will be further information for families as the 
roll-out progresses.  
 

In the meantime, it will be important for you to access/download any previous student reports from Sentral that 
you would like to keep before we transfer across to Compass at the end of the year. 
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Staff Movement 
 

At this time of the year, staff begin to make plans for 2023. As you will be aware, people begin to consider their 
future and what works best for them and their families. As a result, we will be farewelling a number of teachers 
as they take on new challenges and commence the next chapter in their lives and careers.  
 

It is with a heavy heart that I announce the following staff who will be leaving us at the end of this year. There 
will be an opportunity to thank these amazing staff members at our final assembly. 
 

• Mrs Linda Golding will be retiring from MEPS at the end of the year. I know that this has been a difficult 
decision for Linda as she is so connected to her role as an educator and MEPS has played such a big 
role in her life. I do want to take this opportunity to personally thank Linda for all the amazing work she 
has done for MEPS over the last 20+ years and for her long-standing contribution to the profession. I 
cannot begin to imagine how many children she has impacted and how many staff and families she has 
supported over this time; a heartfelt thanks from us all. I am sure that the next chapter of Linda's life will 
be super fulfilling and I know that she and her husband will now have the time and chance to continue 
their travels, which I know they both love. 

• Mr Jack Lolait will be taking on a new challenge at Derinya Primary School next year. A particularly big 
thanks to Jack for his work in Year 4 and Year 1 at MEPS, and in leading the Student Representative 
Council over the past two years. His care and kindness will be missed, and we wish Jack all the best. 

• Year 3 teacher, Mr Greg Miller, has accepted a position much closer to home at Thomas Mitchell 
Primary School. A huge thanks to Greg for all his work in Year 4 and with our Hoop Time teams, 
leading them to great success this year.  

• Mrs Melissa Shalagin, a significant member of the Year 5 team, has been seconded to Mornington 
Primary School for 12 months. We will miss Melissa’s professional expertise in leading Literacy this 
year. Her care and support for all students has been noteworthy over the years and I know that she will 
be an incredible addition to the Mornington PS community.  

• Mrs Lesley Harpur and her family will be moving to Sydney at the end of the year. Lesley will be 
leading Year 6 at Our Lady Help of Christians (OLHC) in Epping. This is a flagship initiative, where the 
school and a retirement home are combined. Thanks to Lesley for her work in the Year 5 cohort over 
the past 18 months and we will miss her ‘Sparkle Friday’ dress-ups. 

• Mr Phil Leonard, currently in Year 6, will take 12 months leave to pursue further study towards a 
Graduate Certificate in Education Design. We look forward to hearing all about the new learning that 
Phil engages in over the next year and will miss him on the ‘decks’ at Friday’s Dance Party. I have a 
feeling that he has seconded Mrs Wheatley to take on this role next year!  

 
2023 New Staff Introductions 
 

We are excited to be welcoming a number of new staff for 2023. Please read below for a brief ‘What Makes 
Me, Me’ summary from our new teachers. 
 

Mrs Lyndsey Breen 
 
Hello Mt Eliza Community, I am very excited to begin working at Mt Eliza 
Primary.  
 

I am from Ireland and have been living in Australia for 12 years. I first started 
teaching in Manchester, England, 15 years ago. I will be moving to MEPS from 
Banyan Fields Primary School where I have been Level Leader in the Junior 
grades. I have had experience teaching most year levels and strive to create a 
culture in my classroom where students are intrinsically motivated and have a 
strong focus on emotional literacy throughout the year. I pride myself on the 
positive relationships I develop with my students each year. I am also 
committed to supporting children who have high behavioural needs to become 
successful members of the class, enabling them to build positive relationships 
with their peers. 
 

In my spare time I love reading, keeping fit and active and spending time with 
my family. I have a 7-year-old daughter and a 4-month-old Groodle puppy 
called Buddy, they both keep me very busy! I really look forward to meeting the 
students and families at MEPS! 
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Oliver Johnson 

Hello everyone, I am so pleased to be joining your school and am looking forward 
to meeting everyone soon.   
 

I was born in Melbourne, have lived in Geelong and I have studied nearby at 
Monash, Frankston Campus.  I am close to my younger brother Roland.  My 
mother Nikki lives in Melbourne and my father James lives near Phillip Island. I 
have many, many cousins; and this large extended family was a part of why I 
became a teacher. This year, I have been a Classroom Teacher at Mount View 
Primary School in Glen Waverly, teaching 
Year 4 and Year Level Facilitator. I have 
also enjoyed the opportunity to participate in 
the Victorian Academy of Teaching & 
Leadership's Impact Program. 
 

 

Top Facts about me: 
• Used to be a mechanic and trained with Mercedes-Benz. 
• Loves to drink coffee and sometimes will spill it! 
• Enjoys writing, reading, mathematics, design, science, history, 

geography, music - all subjects really. 
• Currently no pets, although I have had dogs and cats in the past. 
• Hoping to travel back to Singapore to visit family sometime soon. 

 

Brooke Holland 

Hi, my name is Brooke Holland, and I am thrilled to be a new teacher at Mt Eliza 
Primary School for 2023. 
 

I grew up and began my teaching career in Melbourne. I moved to London to 
teach at the end of 2002 and planned to be gone for one year. 20 years later, I 
am moving back to Melbourne with a husband and 2 children in tow! We were 
very fortunate to move around the world and I have also taught in Singapore and 
New York. My most recent role is at the Australian International School of 
Singapore as a Year 4 teacher, which I have loved. My husband, Justin, and two 
children, Grace and Benjamin, are very excited to be returning to Melbourne and 
look forward to building our new lives on the beautiful Mornington Peninsula.  
 

We are a very active family and in my spare time, I enjoy travelling, exercising, 
reading and writing, spending time with family and friends and learning to surf! I 
also support the Western Bulldogs but please don’t hold that against me! We 
can’t wait to become part of the MEPS community, including my son who will be 
joining the Year 4 cohort. 

 

Jennifer Hibbert 

Hello MEPS community! I am thrilled to be joining the team at Mt Eliza Primary 
School in 2023. Next year will be my ninth year as a classroom teacher and my 
first year living on the Mornington Peninsula. I have a Bachelor of Education and 
experience in the public, Catholic and independent school sectors. I am coming 
to MEPS from Laurimar Primary School in Doreen, where I have been a Year 
4 classroom teacher and Curriculum Leader. 
 

I have an Italian fiancé called Mark and a rescue Greyhound named Chrissy 
Have you ever lived in a school bus? Three years ago, I bought a half sized 
converted ‘skoolie’ and travelled for 4 months in the USA before settling in 
Fernie, Canada where I got the chance to teach in the Canadian system. During 
this time, I visited as many National Parks as I could, did lots of hiking and 
almost got eaten by a bear.  
 

In my spare time I love to read books before they become movies, write stories 
that I hope will become books, spend time in the great outdoors, play my favourite music and try new 
restaurants and cafes. I wouldn’t be me without my family, friends and humble upbringing in the country. I love 
the simple things in life like the smell of rain, bread, fresh sheets, flowers and sunshine. I also love the 
complex things in life like learning new things, trying to win chess and writing stories.  Can't wait to say 'Hi'. 
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Colour Fun Run 
 

Mt Eliza Primary School will be holding our School 
Colour Fun Run as a major fundraising event this 
year on from about 2.00pm on Friday, 25th 
November. Funds raised will go towards the 
upcoming Library refurbishment. Our Goal is 
$10,000 and we are already almost half-way there! 
Thanks to everyone for your generosity. 
 
Details for the day: 
The Crazy Colour Day is all about Fun! It will be a 
huge colourful mess and is undoubtedly one of the 
most exciting days on our school’s calendar, with 
everyone’s participation the aim. 

• Children are asked to wear old clothes with a white t-shirt to school on the day with appropriate running 
shoes.  

• Please send in an old hat for students to wear when running. School hats are not advised to minimise 
colour powder returning to the classroom. 

• If you do not want your child to participate, please let your classroom teacher know.  

Parents are welcome to attend on the day and cheer their children on. 

How Does My Child Fundraise? 

Firstly, go to schoolfunrun and create a student profile page. Everything to do with your fundraising revolves 
around this page. Students who raise just $10 will be able to choose a prize! The more they raise, the better 
their reward. The great thing about online fundraising is that you can share the link to your child’s profile with 
friends and family via email, SMS and Social Media. 

Online Fundraising 

The easiest way to help your child raise money is through online fundraising, where students raise an average 
of $120. To start fundraising online, go to your student profile page at schoolfunrun and share your online 
fundraising link. 

Competition Time 

To get our event off to a flyer, we’re starting our Colour Day with a super easy competition! The class with the 
most online profiles registered by 9th December will win a class prize!  To help your child’s class win, simply 
create your profile at schoolfunrun 

Colour The Principal 

Students who raise the most money get the opportunity to colour 
me, the Principal, and possibly their teacher. Create a profile for 
your chance to colour bomb Ms Wheeler! 

Getting Involved 
Not only can you support the school and students with your 
sponsorship – but you can join in on the fun! We would love to 
welcome parents and family members to attend the Crazy Colour 
Day. We will be asking for a variety of volunteers to help with set 
up, colour bombing and clean up on the day.  To sign up and 
volunteer on the day please click here.  

 

Ordering Prizes – ALL PRIZES MUST BE ORDERED ONLINE 

Prizes MUST be ordered between the 5th December and the 9th December. Simply visit schoolfunrun.com.au 
to create / log into your Profile Page between these dates.  Then click on the ‘CLAIM YOUR PRIZE’ button 
and follow the prompts. If you have any questions, please contact the School Fun Run team on 1800 FUN 
RUN and they will gladly assist! 

Can't wait to see you next Friday! 
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Inclusion at MEPS with Mrs Polley 

 

Inclusion means all members of the community are valued and supported to participate, learn, and succeed. At MEPS we 
are constantly developing the knowledge and skills of our staff and liaising with external specialist support systems to 
better respond to the needs of all students. For example, this year our work with ‘Positive Behaviour for Learning’ expert, 
David Vinegrad, has directly impacted the ongoing development of our integrated teaching, learning and wellbeing 
approaches – with relationships key. 
 

As part of our commitment to supporting the participation and achievement of all students, we consider that some children 
have specific identities or additional needs that may relate to:  

• having a disability or additional learning needs 
• gender identity 
• sexual orientation 
• being an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person 
• race 
• cultural identity 
• speaking a language other than English 
• social factors 
• economic factors 
• experience of trauma. 

 
To ensure our approaches to the teaching of reading are supporting the learning needs of all students, early next year we 
look forward to completing an inquiry project. ‘The Science of Reading’ provides a wealth of information that will guide our 
work. Based on insights we have already gained, we will be offering our Prep to Year 3 students subscriptions to Nessy 
next year. Nessy is an evidence-based interactive program that follows ‘The Science of Reading.’ It has been shown to 
support the learning needs of all students, including those with learning difficulties. Look out for Nessy on your child’s 
2023 booklist. In the meantime, you can find out more here: https://www.nessy.com/en-gb  

This graphic sums up our goals for inclusivity at MEPS 

 
As always, if you have any questions or expertise in the field of inclusion you would like to share, please contact our Head 

of Inclusion and Intervention, Michelle Polley. Michelle.polley@eduction.vic.gov.au 
 

Enjoy a magnificent week. 
 

Kind regards, 
 
 

 
 
 

Kim Wheeler 
Principal 
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LAST CHANCE TO ENROL AT MEPS FOR 2023!!!!!! 
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PTA  

 

The following meeting dates have been added to the 2022 PTA Meeting Calendar: 
 

TERM 4 
10 October 7 November 28 November 

 
 

 
 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

PLEASE READ THIS VERY IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

Parents/Guardians are required to report their child/ren’s 
absence from school by 

texting 0439 454 239 by 9.00am each day your child is absent. 
 

NOTE: It is important that you state your child’s name, grade, and the  
reason for the absence.  

 
This information particularly important – especially during our current pandemic environment as we have had many absences 

to follow up. 
 

We appreciate families being vigilant with this. 
 

0439 454 239 - Please SMS only 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Music Lessons  

Looking for music lessons for your child? 
 

Find out more information by clicking the form below: 
Instrumental Lesson Application Form 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJ6yxnR5L4jx8uGXIE9A4aJoKdr2QddwMb2_IDkzGW9QWhDw/
viewform  
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Fashion Clubwear 
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Messages from our Community Sponsors 
 

 
Please follow 
the link below 

to access 
tickets: 

https://www.e
ventbrite.com
.au/e/2023-

koorie-
transition-to-

school-
parent-carer-
info-session-

tickets-
44871463655
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14 

 

Savers Plus Financial Education Program for Parents 

 
Saver Plus is a free financial education 
program where participants can plan ahead 
for study costs and get up to $500 for 
education expenses after 10 months. If you 
have a Health Care Card and are studying 
yourself or have a child studying you may be 
eligible to join the program. Saver Plus is 
running a number of online information 
sessions in November (please see 
descriptions below). Register for your 
preferred session by clicking on this link 
https://forms.office.com/r/zPTAvyaP5e. 
  

• Kindergarten Parent Sessions - for 
current 4 year old kindergarten 
parents and parents with children 
starting 4 year old kinder next year 
(2023) 

 
• Prep Parent Sessions - for parents 

with children currently in Prep or 
starting Prep next year (2023) 

  
• Year 7 Parent Sessions - for parents 

with children in Year 7 or with children 
currently in Years 4 - 6 who will be 
starting high school in the next few 
years 

  
N/B: Parents of students of all year levels including home-schooled are welcome to attend any of the information 
sessions except the Year 12 session which is just for students. Year 12 students are welcome to attend any session. 
Please be aware content will be tailored for the specific audience as indicated. 
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A message from your Coordinator 
Activities coming up 

What’s on the menu 

 

Over the last week we have really been enjoying the construction 
area. We are enjoying experimenting with building and testing to 
see how tall we can create things without them falling. We have also 
had a lot of spare cardboard be in the room, so on Wednesday we 
began creating things. Some of us created robots, guitars, signs, 3D 
mountains and a lot more. We have had so much fun with the spare 
cardboard and really enjoyed being able to create with free range. 
On Thursday afternoon we have are having a very special incursion 
coming to the school. We are having Soccer lessons! Someone is 
coming to teach us different soccer skills and play soccer games with 
us in the afternoon, we are very excited. Throughout the week we 
have also been really enjoying playing team games, some of the 
games we have been playing are Silent Ball, Musical Chairs, Among 
Us and Heads Down Thumbs Up. Some of us have also been helping 
Savannah and Chelsea with the cooking this week, we have been 
making banana bread, pancakes and on Friday we will be helping 
Chelsea make the milo crackles in the morning, so they can cool 
over the day for the afternoon.  

We hope everyone has an amazing week and enjoy their weekends! 

• Paper Mashe 
 

• Lego Towers 
 

• Chalk Painting 

• Banana Bread 
 

• Pancakes with Jam 
 

• Milo Crackles 

 


