
 

 

 

 

 

 

DIARY 

 

TERM 1 - 2025 

MARCH 
Monday 10 Labour Day Public Holiday (no 

students required at school) 

Tuesday  11 Curriculum Day (no students 
required at school) 

Wednesday 12 Prep Teddy Bear’s Picnic.  
(5pm -5.30pm classroom visits & 
5.30pm – 6.30pm picnic on the 
oval) 
Yr 4 - Oz Harvest Feast Cooking 
Program 
1R Nature Play 
Year 6B Mt Eliza House 

Friday  14 1R Nature Play 
Senior Summer Lightning Prem - 
Bowls Coaching 

Monday 17 Yr 2, 4 & 6 - Cyber Safety Project 
Incursion  
Year 5 Endeavour Program 

Tuesday  18 Yr 1, 3 & 5 - Cyber Safety Project 
Incursion 
Year 6 Endeavour Program 

Wednesday 19 School tour – 9:30am 
Year 6T Mt Eliza House 
1F Nature Play 

Thursday  20 Prep 2026 Information Evening 
6pm & Twilight Tour 5:30pm 

Friday 21 1F Nature Play 

Wednesday  26 Year 6B Mt Eliza House 
Yr 4 - Oz Harvest Feast Cooking 
Program 
1S Nature Play 

Friday  28 Prep – Cyber Safety project 
Incursion 
1S Nature Play 

APRIL 

Wednesday 2 Year 6T Mt Eliza House 
Year 5 Kokoda Track Memorial 

Friday  4 Last day of Term 1 
- finish at 2.15pm 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 

REMINDER – HATS ARE COMPULSORY IN TERM 1 

Please make sure your child has a hat so that they can 
learn and play outside. 

Opening hours 

• Monday:8:30am – 11:30am 

• Wednesday: 1:30pm – 3:30pm  

Uniforms may be purchased online – see link below 
https://fcw.com.au/online-shop/mt-eliza-primary-school-
online/  
 
Processed orders will be delivered to your child’s 
classroom. 

FCW School Uniform Shop only accepts CREDIT CARD 
PAYMENTS.  

Zoe Grey – zoemgrey25@gmail.com 
Uniform Shop Coordinator 
 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 

Opening hours 
During Term 1, the Second-Hand Uniform Shop will be 
open on the following Thursdays between 8.30 – 9.00AM 
 

• Thursday 20 March 

• Thursday 3 April 

NB: There are a lot of uniforms in lost property, in the 3/4 
building. Please ensure that your child’s name is on their 
uniforms so that they can be easily returned. 
 

CAMP AUSTRALIA 

Before and After School Care is available in the Old School 
House. To register your child please phone Camp 
Australia on 1300 105 343. Registration is available online 
at www.campaustralia.com.au 

Our collaboration with Camp Australia sees them offer free 
lunchtime clubs on Tuesdays and Thursdays for our 
students. These engaging sessions are designed to help 
children develop social skills and collaborate with their 
peers in a fun and interactive environment. It’s a fantastic 
opportunity for students to enhance their teamwork 
abilities while enjoying their lunch breaks. We encourage 
all students to participate and make the most of this 
wonderful initiative! 
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ACTING PRINCIPAL - MICHELLE WRIGLEY 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I would like to begin by expressing my sincere gratitude for the incredibly warm welcome 
I have received since joining MEPS this term. Over the past few weeks, I have had the 
pleasure of starting to get to know the staff, students, and parents, and I am continually 
impressed by the kindness, dedication, and enthusiasm that makes MEPS such a special 
place. 

I am slowly becoming more familiar with the school and all the wonderful opportunities on 
offer, including visiting the Chess Club, which is run by the wonderful Mrs Coley in the 
library every Monday lunchtime. It was inspiring to see the students engaged and excited 
about developing their strategic thinking and communication skills. 

Last week, I also had the pleasure of meeting a number of wonderful parents at our Coffee 
& Conversations session. It was a fantastic opportunity for parents to meet myself and 
the amazing MEPS Leadership Team. It was a great morning, and I truly appreciate the 
insights shared. 

In my many one-on-one conversations with staff and parents since arriving at the school, 
I’ve been touched by the consistent sentiment that the best part of MEPS is not only our fantastic students but also 
the strong sense of community that exists here. When I ask staff what they value most, they often mention our 
supportive and engaged parents. Similarly, parents overwhelmingly share their appreciation for the quality and 
dedication of our teachers and staff. This mutual respect and sense of community is truly what makes MEPS such a 
remarkable school. Even in my short time here, I can already see why it’s such a valued feature of our school culture. 

This week, we’ve been blessed with stunning weather for the Year 4-6 Beach Week. I would like to extend my thanks 
to Ms Tracy McLaughlin and the Year 4-6 teachers for their outstanding organisation and support in ensuring the 
success of this program which allows our students to learn valuable water safety skills. It's always a joy to see our 
students learning and making memories in such an enriching environment.  Speaking to the students, highlights 
included beach volleyball, paddle boarding and water play…who wouldn’t enjoy making the beach your classroom 
for the day! 

Thank you again for making me feel so welcome. I look forward to seeing what the rest of Term 1 has in store! 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Michelle Wrigley 

Acting Principal 

 

YEAR 4 OZHARVEST 
 
 

Last week saw the Year 4s participate in the first OzHarvest session for the semester. In teams, students assigned 
themselves roles and responsibilities before working collaboratively in the BER kitchen to create the recipe ‘Whole 
Meal Burrito Wrap’. It was wonderful to see students apply the school values of challenge and connectedness as 
they used their cooking knowledge and skills to create a very tasty wrap. Check out some of the action from the 
kitchen below! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

YEAR 4 AND PREP BUDDIES  

Last week saw our Year 4 students connect with their buddy grades for the first time! Each grade participated in 

developmental play activities that targeted students' interests and strengths, enabling them to build friendships and 

connections with their buddies. It was fantastic to see the Year 4s and Preps display kindness and empathy as they 

got to know each other. We are looking forward to many wonderful sessions with our buddies throughout the year! 

Here are some pictures from our buddy sessions below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 5 ENDEAVOUR – KOKODA CHALLENGE  
 

Year 5 students were lucky enough to have one of our own staff members (Javette Westlake) talk to them about her 

experience conquering the Kokoda Trail. She discussed the importance of facing and overcoming challenges. The 

skills students learnt were team building, working together and perseverance. These all align perfectly with the 

Endeavour program’s Challenge pillar and also prepared students for their 1000 steps excursion in the coming weeks. 

A big thank you to Javette for sharing her amazing experiences and wisdom with the students! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SCHOOL SAVING INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE FOR SCHOOL ACTIVITIES  
 

We understand that there has been confusion about the School Saving Bonus and the interim solution we have 

suggested to help.  

 

Please read this carefully! 

 

If you would like to use your SSB for activities/excursions NOW, you will need to allocate all or part of the 

balance to activities – please refer to page 6 of the attached guide for instructions.  

In Compass, some parents/carers have the option of using CSEF/credit/SSB for an activity by selecting a tick 

box. Apparently not all parents have this choice appear. We have highlighted this problem with Compass, and we are 

waiting on their advice that this problem has been rectified or the option of a SSB box added. 

In the interim, (after you have allocated the SSB to activities) if you cannot use the tick box on Compass, we will 

need you to go to “consent and pay” and type your name in full, then select – “submit consent”. See the graphic 

below. This will then identify that you have given permission for your child to attend and that we should allocate the 

SSB for payment.  Once you have consented on compass please send an email to ssb@mtelizaps.vic.edu.au  with 

the following details – Child’s name, Name of excursion/Incursion and the cost.  
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ATTENDANCE 
 

 

 
 

It is important to note that if your child/ren will be absent, you must notify the school via the Compass 
Education App. Compass Education provides a Parent Portal which includes the ability to mark your child/ren absent 
if you know your child/ren will be absent from school. Parents will need to download the Compass Education app to 
access this service (which is available on both Apple and Android devices). 

 

Once on the Home Screen, please click on the “Add Attendance Note” banner button at the top of the page. From 
here parents can key in all information required for the absence, including dates, times and most importantly, the 
reason for the absence. Please note if parents do not enter their child’s absence, you will receive a text message 
letting them know that the child’s absence is unexplained, with a link to provide an Attendance Note on the Compass 
Education app. 

 

The Compass Parent Guide can be viewed or downloaded from the school website here. 
 
 
 

UPDATE STUDENT EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Thank you to the families who have already returned their Student Emergency Contact details forms 
which were sent home at the start of Term. 

 
 
To ensure we have the correct emergency contact information for your child/ren, please check the details 
on the form, make any corrections necessary, sign the form and return the signed form to your child’s 
Teacher ASAP.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

https://mtelizaps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/CompassParentGuide-1.pdf


 

CSEF  
 

The Camps, Sport and Excursion Fund (“CSEF”) helps ensure that no student misses out on important educational 
opportunities.  To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a government school must:  
 

• On the first day of Term One; or 

• On the first day of Term Two:  
a. Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of a Veterans 

Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card holder; or 
b. Be a temporary foster parent; and 
c. Submit an application to the school by the due date.   

 

If you applied for CSEF last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year unless there has been a 
change in your circumstances (e.g. change of school, change of family circumstances, change of name, change of 
concession card number or new siblings starting school). 

You are welcome to submit your CSEF application form and health care card to the school office now.   

Please note: Applications for CSEF close on 4 July 2025. 
 
 

 



 

PREP 2025 CSEF PACKAGE 
 

The Camps, Sport and Excursion Fund (“CSEF”) helps ensure that no student misses out on important educational 
opportunities.  To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a Government school 
must:  

• On the first day of Term One; or 

• On the first day of Term Two:  

a. Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of a Veterans 
Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card holder; or 

b. Be a temporary foster parent; and 

c. Submit an application to the school by the due date.  

As part of the CSEF package, prep parents are entitled to a 2025 prep uniform package. 

 

Applications for the Prep 2025 Summer CSEF Uniform Package are open now.  You are welcome to submit your 
application form, order form and health care card to the school office now.   

 

Please note: Application close at the end of Term 1 and vouchers have an expiry which must be redeemed before 
the expiration date. 

 



 

DISTRICT SWIMMING  
 
On Wednesday 19th February selected students in Years 4-6 represented MEPS at The Pines Pool for the District 
Swimming event. The selected students had swum qualifying times at our school swimming event at the end of last year.  A 
small, but enthusiastic MEPS team met at The Pines Pool to compete and support their team mates. 
 
YEAR 6  
Leo B: I competed in the freestyle relay team. I was proud of the way I finished the race and I liked supporting MEPS. I 
enjoyed the fact that we had to join in with students from other schools in order for us to be able to put a team together. 
Iris M: I enjoyed spending time with my friends, cheering and watching them race. 
Hazel C: The water in the pool was warm but it was very cold when we were out of the water. We did great teamwork in our 
relay. 
Ophelia C: I enjoyed the sensation of touching the wall when I finished my freestyle race.  
 
YEAR 5 

Ruby Rose P: My Mum and Dad came to watch us and I had fun. 
Ava K: Everyone was cheering and supporting which was fun! 
 
YEAR 4 

Rupeni D: I enjoyed racing against other schools and the competition. 
Edwina C: I enjoyed competing against other schools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIGHTNING PREMIERSHIP LAWN BOWLS 
 
A huge Shout Out to the Mt Eliza Bowling Club. Each Friday 
afternoon the Year 6’s are developing their skills in a variety of 
sports, with the end goal being to successfully compete at the 
Lightning Premiership at the end of term. A group of students 
have been attending the Mt Eliza Bowling Club where they are 
being coached by club members on the skills and techniques 
of lawn bowls. Lawn bowls is a new sport for many of the 
students and it is wonderful to see them having a go and 
interacting with each other. 
 
YEAR 6 

Alex G:  I am really enjoying the lawn bowls and the staff are 
friendly and helpful. The walk to and from school is also fun. 
YEAR 5 

Ryan P: The bowls community and coaches are nice and 
helpful but challenge us at the same time. 
Cooper D: The activities are fun and the coaches help us 
improve our skills. 
Ethan G: It is a really good environment as the staff are friendly and everyone is kind and calm. You can just have fun. 



 

SCHOOL TOUR AND PREP 2026 ENROLMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To start primary school in 2026, your child will need to turn 5 years old by 30 April 2026. Schooling is compulsory 
for children who have turned 6 years old.  Prep (Foundation) application for enrolment can be completed between 
the 22 April and the 25 July 2025. 

How do I enrol my child in their first year of primary school? 

1. Find your local school on the findmyschool.vic.gov.au website, which hosts the most up-to-date information 

about Victorian school zones. This will be updated from 22 April 2025. 

2. Click to download the Prep (Foundation) enrolment information pack here. (The pack will be available by 

Tuesday 22 April 2025 and will include an application form). 

3. Click to download the Factsheet for Prep (Foundation) enrolment 2026  here 

4. Submit an enrolment application for Prep (Foundation) by Friday, 25 July 2025. 

5. You will be notified of the outcome of your application between Monday 28 July and Friday 8 August 2025. If 

you receive an offer, you should accept the offer by Friday 22 August 2025. 

6. Take part in enrolment information and transition sessions during Term 4 2025. 

7. Your child will start Prep (Foundation) from a date advised by our school, in 2025.  

School tours can now be booked online here https://www.trybooking.com/CZEWR 

https://www.trybooking.com/CZEWR
https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://mtelizaps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Factsheet-for-foundation-enrolment-2025-26-English_0.pdf
https://www.trybooking.com/CZEWR


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAMP AUSTRALIA   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
 
 


